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GOVERNMENT OF iENCAt. 


GOVEKNOR OF BENGAL. 

His Excellency the Right Hon’ble Victob Alexander Gboeqe RoekkT 
BrLWKR-lA'TTON, Earl of Lytton, p.c., g.c.s.i., g.c.i.k. 


MEMBERS OV THE EXECUTIVE COUNCIL. 

The Hon’ble Mr. J. Donald, c.s.i., c.i.e,, i.c.s., in charge of the follow* 
ing portfolios : — 

1. Finance. 

2. Separate Revenue. 

3. Commerce and Industrial subjects. 

4. Marine. 

o. liCgislative. * 

(i. European Education.! 


The Hon ble Maliaiaja K.sJurM.sii Cjiandra INv Bahadur of Nadia, 
in charge of (he following portfolios: — 

1. Land Revenue. 

2. Land Acquisition. 

3. Excluded Areas. ^ 

4. Jails. ^ 


The Hoirble Nawab Bahadur Saiyid Nawad Ali CHAUDiiUBr, Khan 
Bahadur, c.i.E., of Dhanbari, in charge of the following 
portfolios : — 

1. Emigration. 

2. Immigration. 

3. Jurisdiction. 

4. Haj Pilgrimage. 

5. Forests. 

6. Irrigation. 
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llie Hon’ble Mr. A. N. Movkrlt, cj.e., i.c.s., in charge ^ of 
following portfolios : — 

1. Appointment 

2. Political, excluding Haj Pilgrimage. 

3. Police. 

4. Ecclesiastical. 

6. Regulation of medical and other professional qualifications 
and standards, subject to legislation by the Indian 
Legislature. 

6. Judicial. 


MINISTERS. 

The Hon’hle Mr. Hvomkks (’hakhwarti, in charge of the following 
portfolios : — 

1. Education (except Registration). 

J*. Public Works. 

3. Excise. 

4. Medical. 

(). Public Health. 


The Hon ’hie Hadji Mr. A. K. Anr Ahmkd Kh an Ohuznavi, in cliurge 
(;f the following portfolios: — 

1. Agriculture and Industries (except Excise). 

2. Jiocal Self-Government (except Medical and Public Health). 

3. Registration. 
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l‘Rl]icn*AL OFFICERS OF THE BENGAL LEGISLATIVE 
COUNCIL. 


President. 

The Hon’ble Raja Manmatha Nath Rav CHAiTDiirKi, of Santosh. 


Deputy President. 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi KMAnmniN Ahmed. 


Panel of Chairmen for the Twenty-fifth Seeelon. 

•1. Mr, W. li. Travers, t.i.K., o.ji.e. 

2. Mr. Altaf Ai.i. 

d. Raja Bhei'kmira Nahayan Sinha Bahadur, of Nnshipur. 
4. Maharaj-Kuinar Shis Chandra Nandy. 


Secretary to the Council — J. Bartley, i.( .s. {on leave), A. DB C. 
WlLLI.\MS, i.c.s. {Offg,). 

Assistant SecretaricH to the Council — G. G. Hooper, m.c., 

A. M. Hutchison and K. N. Majumdar. 

Registrar to the (>»uiMil— 1. W. McKw (on leave). M. Mukhurji 
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ALPHABETICAL LIST OF MEMBERS. 
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Acharjya Chaudhuri, Maharuju Shashi Kanta. (I)a<Ta University.) 
Addams^Williatns, Mr. 0., c.i.e. (Xominated oflficial.) 

Afsal, Maulvi Syed Mahamud. [Bakar^nj West (Muhammadan).) 
Ahamad, Maulvi Asimuddin. (Tippera South (Muhammadan).] 
Ahamad, Maulvi Easiruddin. [Knngpur West (Muhammadan).] 
^Ahmed, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Emaduddin. [Bajshuhi S<mth 
(Muhammadan^. ] 

Ali, Maulvi Syed Nausher. [Jessore South (Muhammadan).] 

Ali, Mr, Altaf. [Bojn'a (Muhammadan).] 

Ati(|ulhih, Maulvi Syed Muhammad. [MyrneriKin^di East ( Muham- 
madan >.] * 
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Baffchi, Babu Homes Chandra. [Mnlda (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Itaksh, Maulvi Kader, n.r.. [Dinajpur (Muhammadan). | 

Banerjea, Dr. Pramathanath. [Calcutta East (Nori'Miihammadan).] 
Banerjee, Babu Pj'omotha Nath, [Midnapore South (Non-Muhamma- 
dan).] 

Banerjee, Mr. A. C. [Calcutta South Ontral (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Bannerjee, Babu Jitendralal. [Birbhum (Non-Muhammudan).] 

Basu, Babu Sasi Sekhar. [:^4-Parganus Rural South (Non-Muhamma- 
dan).] 

Basu, Mr. P. C. [Burdwan South (Non-Muhammadan),] 

Basu, Mr. Sarat C. [Burdwan North (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Biswas, Babu Surendra Nath. [Faiidpur South (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Biswas, Maulvi Abdul Latif. [Dacca West Rural (Muhammadan).] 
Bose, Babu Bejoy Krishna. [Calcutta South (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Bose, Mr. S, (’. ((’alcutta University.) 

Bose, Mr. Subha^ (’handra. [Calcutta North (Non. Muhammadan).] 
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Chakmvarti, Babu Jogindra Chandra. [Dinajpur (Non-Muhamma* 

dan).] 

('hakravarti, the Hon*ble Mr. Byomkes. (Minister) (Bengal National 
Chamber of Commerce.) # 
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Muhammadan).] 

Chaudhuri) the Hon’ble Nawab Bahadur Saiyid Nawab Ali, Khan 
Bahadur, c.i.e., of Dhanbari. (Member, Executive Council.) 

Choudhury, Maulvi Khorshed Alam. [Bakarganj North (Muhamma- 
dan).] 

Cohen, Mr. D. J. (Nominated Non-official.) 

Co(>[K‘i, Mr. C. (I. (Indian Jutf* Mills Association.) 

Crawford, Mr. T. C. (Indian Tea Association.) 
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Das Gupta, Dr. J. M. [Calcutta Central (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Datta, Babu Akhil Chandra. [Tippera (Non-Muhammadan).,] 

Datta, Babu Amulya Chandra. [Hooghly Municipal (Non-Muhamma- 
dan),] 

l)e, Mr. K. (\, (Nominated Official.) 

Dey, Mr. G. G. (Nominated Official.) 
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Drummond, Mr. J. G. (Nominated Official.) 
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Ohose, Babu Amarendra Nath. [Mymensingh West (Non-Muhamma-^ 
dan).] 
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Gilchrist, Mr. R. N. (Nominated Official.) 
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Habibullah, Nawab Khwaja. [Dacca City (Muhammadan).] 

Haque, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Azixul. [Nadia (Muhammadan).] 
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dan).] 

Hoque, Kazi Kmdadul. [Ran^pur East (Muhammadan).] 

Husain, Maulvi Latafat. (Nominated Non-otficial.) 
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(Muhammadan).] 

Husain, Maulvi Syed Maqbul, [Chittagong North (Muhammadan).} 
Huq, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Ekramul. [ Mui'^hidahad (Muhamma* 
dan).] 
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J^nuil, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Muhammad. [ Myniensingh Centra) 
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Khan, Babu Debendra Lai.' [Midnapore North (Non-Muhammadan).) 
Khan, Khan Sahib Maulvi Muaiszam Ali. * [Pabna (Muhammadan).] 
Rlian, Maulvi Tamijraddin. [Faridpur North (Muhammadan).] 

Khan, Mr. Earaur Rahman, [Dacca East Rural (Muhammadan),] 
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Lala, Babu Saroda Kripa. (Chittagong Landholders.) 

Leicester, Lieutenant-Colonel J. C. H., lm.s. (Nominated Official.) 
Liddell, Mr. H. C. (Nominated Official.) 

Lindsay, Mr. J. H. (Nominated Official.) 
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Maguire, Mr. L. T. (Anglo-Indian.) 

Maiti, Babu Mahendra Nath. [Midnapore South-East (Non-Muhani- 
uiadaii). I 

Marr, Mr. A., c.i.k. (Nominated Official.) 

Mawla, Maulvi Choudhury Gholain. [Faridpur South (Muhamma- 
dan).] 

Mazumdar, Rai Bahndur Jadunath, ( m.k. [Jessore North (Non-Muham- 
madan).] 

McCluskie, Mr. K. T. (Anglo-Indian.) 

Mitter, Sir Provash Chunder, Kx., c.i.e. (Presidency Landliolders.) 

Moberly, the Hon^ble Mr. A. N., c.i.e. (Member, Executive Council.) 

Moitra, Sri jut Jogendia Nath. [Bogra cum Pabnu (non-Muhamma- 
dan).] 

Morgan, Mr. G. (Bengal Chaml)er of Commerce.) ^ 

Mukerjen, Srijut Taraknnth. [ilooghly Rural (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Mukerji. Mr. S. (’. (Nominated Non-official.) 
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Nandy, Maliaraj Kumar Sris Chandia. [Murshidabad (Non-Muhamma- 
dan).] 

Nasker, Babu Hem Chandra. [V?4-Parganas Rural Central (Non- 
Muhammadan).] 
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Oaten, Mr. E. F. (Nominated Official.) 
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THE BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 
PROCEEDINGS. 


(OfRcjal Report of the Twenty-fifth Session.) 

VOLUME XXV-.N<k 1. 

Rrooeedings of the Bengal Legislative Counoil assembled under the 
provisions of the Government of India Act. 

The Council met in the Council Chuinhcr in the Town Hall, 
Calcutta, on Monday, the 21«t February, 19l?7, at d r.M. 


Present: 

The lioii‘l)Ie the Ibysident (Kaja Manm.4TH.i Nath Hav ('iiAi miUMi, 
of Saiitosh), in the Chair, the tour Hon’ble Members of the Executive 
Council and the two Hon’ble Ministers and 108 nominated and elected 
jriemlwis. 


Oath. 

The following member made an oath of his allegiance to the 
Crown : — 

Mr. C. AniiAMs-WiLi.rAMs, c m.k. 

Election of the Deputy President. 

Mr. PRESIDENT (Raja Manmatha Nath Ray Ghaudhurli of 
tanteeh): I would ask the members kindly to rise in their phnes to 
receive a message from His Excellency the Govern<»r. 

(All the memlxMs rose in their scuts.) 

“ In exercise of the discretion vested in me by sub-sei'tion of 
ftecticm 72C of the Government of India Act, I approve of the ele< tion 
of Khan Bahadur Mauivi Elmaduddin Ahmed as Deputy Fiesident of 
the Bengal liegislative Council. 

Lvtion 

Gorernor of Hmgol.'* 

Tlie 20th January, 1927. 



2 ^ PANEL OF CHAIRMEN. [218T Fbb. 

Mr. PRiilDENT: I would, therefore, ask the Khan Bahadur 
to tak6 the seat of the Deputy President. 

(Khan Bahadur Maulvi Emnduddm Ahmed then took his seat.) 

We extend a hearty welcome to Khan Bahadur and assure him 
of our best wishes for a successful tenn of office as Deputy President. 
1 am very confident that he will <‘o-operate with me’ loyally and 
cordially and endeavour with me to further the interests of the Council.. 

Panel ol Chairman. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: In accordance uith the provisions of Rule 3 
of the Bengal Legislative Council Rules, 1920, I nominate the follow- 
ing members of the (Council to form a panel of four Chairmen for the 
ensuing session, vt]z: — 

Mr. W. L. Teavers, c.i.k., o.b.e., 

Ml*. Altaf Ali, 

Raja Bhtipendea Narayan Sinma Bahadur, of Nashipur, and 

Maharaj -Kumar Shis Chandra Kandy. 

TTnless otherwise arranged, the senior member among them present 
in the above order named will preside over the deliberations of this 
Council in my absence and in the absence of the Deputy Pre'^ident. 

Point of Ordor. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE: On a point'of .order. 
Sir, I find some (pieHtions have been <lisallo\ved on the ground that 
they have not Wn received in time. I think this is a serious matter 
concerning the privilege of the House. Theje is no provision in the 
law by M'hich we should send notice of all (juestions lf> days l)efoie the 
beginning of tlie Session so that they might be available for answer. 
The only curtailment of our right is the provision contained in section 
24, in which it i.s said that we are not entitled to send in more than 
12 questions in a Session. But that dues not mean that from the 21st 
of February till the end of March we are not entitled to send in any 
more questions, even though they are received in time. I solicit your 
decision in the matter because it concerns the privilege of the House. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. As at present advised, T 
understand a circular was issued to the meml)ers .specifying the date 
before which they ought to have foiwarded their questions. I have 
sent for the ciiTular, and after looking into the matter T shall conie 
to a decision. 

Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: May I know whether there 
was any justification for sending that circular, because the rules 
provide the number of days’ notice to be given, and the number of 
questions to be put. Suppfwing the circular had been issued under 
a misnppi'ehension, need we stick to it? 



QCESTIOm 



s 


tmtioiNTi I have promiaed that I ahall daoide 
quAiUon later on^ when I have read and conaideted it, and I think 
Boy (diould wait. 


ttarrad Qimtiont 

(to whioti oral answort wort givon)^ 

SOfigal Tonanoy (A m ow ^m o n t) BiH. 

M. Bl*U dOCINORA CHANDRA CHAKRA VARTI I {a) Will the 
Hon’ble Member in rhai*ge of the Department of Revenue (liaiid 
Revenue) be pleased to state whether it is the intention of Government 
to introduce the Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Bill, in Iho 

Council during the present winter session? 

(6) If the reply fo (a) is in the negative, will the Hon'ble Member 
be pleased to state when the Bill will lie introduced? 

(c) Is it a fact that the Bill as settled by the Select (Committee if 
being examined by a cofiiraittee of officials specially appointed for the- 
purpose ? 

(d) Who are the members of this rommittee? 

(e) When will the report of this (ommittee W ready? 

MIMD&R in ohargo of DEPARTMBNT of RCVCNUC (LAND 
REVEIAiE) (tho Hon^blo Maharaja Kthaufiioli Chandra Ray BaKadiirt 
of Nadia): M So. 

(h) Vi(fe (e). 

(c) and (fi) The Bill is being examined by a committee consisting 
of Sir Nalini Uanjau Chatarji, Khan Bahadur Alalul Momen, Secre- 
taries, Revenue and Ijegislative Departments, and myself. 

(6) and (e) I cannot say at present. The committee has mily just 
started work. 

DMHl dOGINDRA CHANDRA CHAKRA VARTI: May I ask 

whether there is any prfjbability of the Bill Ijeing iiitrodmed in tho 
life-time of the present Council? 

TN Hon’Mi Maharita KtHAUNItH CHANDRA RAY DahadHfr 
of Nadia: I have nothing further to add. 

Mr. A. C. BANERdEE: 1 should like to know whether iti view 
of the fact that the present Government is dominated by the land- 
lord interest, there is any chance of the Bill lieing taken up liefore 
the Greek Calends? 

Mr. PREilDENTf It is up to the Hon’ble Member in charge to 
answer this question, if be chooses to do so. 
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\ 'TM HmnM :IMMr«i» KfHAVMliH' eMAWii^-lNllf fi<ti tp ri 

«f Itaiill I have notlii^ furtlier to add. 

RailiMqr axUmidM from Farklpwr to fl liM iii i i p f to .;;iiiii; 

ItoJlMri to dW toe < 

•2. Or. KUMUD tANM^R RAY: (o] WiU. ^ Pdal^e IfamiMa’ , 
in charge of the Department of Public Worka (Bailu^ys) be p^iMUed to 
etate whether the JpfPopoMd railway extensions ftom, Paridpur to Ghar- 
mogaria and Bajbari to Jessore have been definitely sanctioned P 

(b) Tf 80^ irhen is the ooustauCtioa work likely to be^inf'-i *' 

MIMRER% oiMrg* Of DR^'^^ENT of PUBLIC W0R|^ 
<RAILWAY9 (tho HOIPMO Mr. ^ JR) Mo) The reply is in t^ 
negative. Tli« Railway Roard in December ^aad January li^ 
sanctioned tbe undertaking of a recwnjmiseance survey of these iiae»|^ 
and no decision will be made till the rcpoVt of these surveys is received. 

(h) The question docs not arise. 

HotM for ttiidonts of tho J ip r o m d olMOs. 

*3. Dr. KUMUD SANKAR RAY. (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Department of Education be pleased to state whether 
it is a fact that students of the depressed classes are not admitted to 
attached hostels of many Government aided schools and eoUegei in 
Bengal ? 

(6) What arrangements l^e made regarding the hostel accommoda- 
tion for students of tbe depressed classes P 

* (c) Will 4ke Hop ’We Minister be pleased to state the names of those 

Government aided institutions w'here there are no arrangements ' for 
etwdents of the depressed classes in attached hostels? 

(d) What steps are being taken in those institutions to provide 
tie<!es8ary hostel accommodation for the depressed classes? 

MINISTER in oharge of DEPARTMENT of EDUCATION^. 
Hon’blO Mr. Byomkoa Chakrivnrli). (a) Government are aware that 
etudents belonging to the depressed classes are not admitted to the 
hostels attached to many Government aided schools and colleges in 
Bengal which are intended for Hindus other than the members ol Uie 
depiessed classes. 

(h) Special hostels for depressed classes are provided wherever 
is a real demand and funds are available. Such host^ are — 

(t) Chvemmmt hortehr.-— Namasudra hostels at JhakkaU ind 
Pirojpur and Rajbansi hostel at Rangpur. 

(it) 4 Wed hortel#.— Sfamasudra mess at Faridpur, J^jipMmlra 
hostel and Yogi hostel at Calcutta; there are also Ol 

Dacca for depressed classes under the Dacca Hosa idMipa* 
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(c) Government are aware that no separate arrangements for students 
of the depressed ( lasses are in existeiit'e in any hostel attached to Gov- 
ernment and aided institutions other than those mentioned in reply to 
question (6), and that generally Wause no demand for such special 
arrangement exists. 

u/) Government are prepared to com^ider any schemes submitted 
and will give assistance in acconlance Avith the rule governing such 
case" to the extent that funds are availalde. 

Mrt Dt N. ROY; May I ask whethei (fovernment are aware that 
students of the depiessed classes are admitte<l in the existing Narad 
Victoria (’ollege Hostel*^ 

The Hon’ble Mr. BY0MKE8 CHAKRAVARTI: No 


Proposed Light Railway from Aricha to Oaooa. 

*4. Mauivi ABDUL LATIP BI8WA8: «/) Will the lion hie 
Mend)er iij charge ol tin* Department of lbd)lic Works iHailways) be 
j»lease<l to state whether it has been finally settled that a Light Itailway 
uill he estahlislicd from .\iiclm to Dacca?' 

It the answer to (o) js in the aflirniat iv4*. will the Hon’ble 
Member hg pleased to stale when the w(»rk ot tlie said Railway will 
commefice !" 

{( I It the iiiiswei to <o) is m the negative^ will the lion'hle Member 
be ideated to state when the final decision w‘ill he arrive»l at?' 

Tho Hon’ble Mr, J. DONALD; (a) The <|uesli(»n has m»t yet been 

decided . 

{h) The (juestion does not arise, 

u ) A detaded sur\e> was sanitioned by the Railway Hoard in 
])i‘cemher last, and a linal deiision will he j»rri\e<! at after the survey 
has been completed and the report dul\ (onsith*ie<l hv (he Railway 
Boaid. 


Irrigation subdivisions. 

*5. Babu ROMES CHANDRA BACCHI: to) Wdl the ILm hh 

Member in ehaigeot the Dej)aitmenl ot Irrigaticm lie pleased to state^- 

the numbfu of irrigation snbdnisjons in Bengal; 
u/t the manner in whidi distriels have been gnmped into subdivi- 
sions f(»i the purpose of irrigalirm; 

{in) the head(juai ters of those sulxli visions, if any, and 
{ic) the (ifiicer in charge of 8ulKlivi.sionH. 


2 
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SECRETARY to the GOVERNMENT (DEPARTMENT of 
IRRIGATION) (Mr. C. Addams-Williams); (i) 22 permanent and 3 
temporary; the latter l)ein^ for the purpose of eonstructinpf the 
Damodar Canal in the Burdwan district. 

(ti), (ut) and (iv) The information is given in the statement laid 
on the table. ^ 

Statement referred to in the reply to Starred Question No. 5 shoiving 
the limits and extent of Irrigation subdivisions in Bengal^ together 
with their headquarters and the names of officers in their charge. 


Name of dlitrioi. 




Name and rank of Subdlvi* 
slonal Offlcrr. 




Babu Prasad I>a« Sen Gupta, 
Aaalatant Knglneor 

Mr. 0. B. Mandal, Assistant Exe- 
cutive Engineer. 

Mr. J I>. Watson. Assistant Exe- 
cutive Engineer, 

Babu Bhiipati Nath Sen Gupta, 
UpfMT Subordinate 

Mr A. G. Chtttterjee, Temporary 
Engineer. ^ 

Babu Joy Kun)ar Sarkar, A<sii)- 
tant Engineer. 

liabu Maheudra Kumar Bhatta- 
charjee, Assistant Executive 
Engineer. 

Babu Angsujit Miikherjeo, A.s- 
aistant Engineer. 

Baltu Kamanl Mohan Sinha, 
Assistant Engineer. 

ikitui Phnnindra Nath Mukher- 
eo Assistant Engineer. 

Mr. W. R. llolison, Assistant 
Exec utive Engineer. 

Balm Kblrode Ctumdra Das. 
Aaaiataut Engineer. 

Babu P*atK>dh Chandra Basu, 
Aaalatant Engineer. 

Babn Samarendra Biiattachar- 
Jee, Upper subordinate. 

Mr. Man Singh AMiatant Exe- 
cutive Engineer 

Babu Gyanendra Nath Chatter- 
jfie, Assistant Engineer. 

Mr. B. A. Moore, Aw s ant Exe- 
cutive Engineer. 

Babu Surendra Lai MaPra, As- 
sistant Engineer. 

Babn Surendra Lai Mattra As- 
•iatant Engineer. 


Ditto 






QUESTIONS. 


l»27.j 


Sabd.vtsloluJ 

hcAdqo&rten. 


K*me tad raak of Bubdivl- 
iionul Ofllcor. 



Amount realisoil as audit fee from oo-operalive looietiM. 

*6. Mautwi ABDUL LATIP BI8WA8: Will tho llon’hlu Minister 
in charge of (he l)e|)artujent of Agriculture and Induntries he pleased 
to state — 

{/) the amount lealised as audit fee from co-opiuative •societies 
• (luring the yinir 11(24-25; 

(?/) the amount spent on (he pay nud tra>elling allowance of the 
auditors for that year?' 

MiNI8TER in charge of DEPARTMENT of AGRICULTURE 
and INDU8TRIE8 (the Hon’ble Hadji Mr. A. K. Abu Ahmed Khan 
Ghuznavi): (/) and <//l d he leceiptH fiom audit f«H*s w(Me Us. 1,24,512 
and th(‘ total exjienditure on audit stuff Us. 92,TtM) in 11(24-25. 

Mauivi ABDUL LATIP BI8WA8: Will the Hon'hle Minister in 
charge he jileased to state why thin surplus amount of audit fees in 
11424-25 has not been utilised hy the a|)i)ointment of more auditors, 
though tluue are not a sufiieieiit number (d‘ auditors to audit tin* ((»- 
operative societies aeeoiding to th(‘ (loveinmeut nile.sr 

The Hon’ble Hadji Mr. A. K. ABU AHMED KHAN GHUZNAVI; 

An additional staff of auditors has since lieeii appointed. 


Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Bill. 

n. Babu illTENDRALAL BANERdEE; Will the Hon^de Meml>er 
in charge of the Department of Revenue (Land Kevenue) Im* plea.sed 
to state when Government propose to introduce the Bengal Tenancy 
Act (Amendment) Bill for the consideration of this Council? 
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The Hon’bla Maharaja KSHAUNiSH CHANOM RAY BahadUTp 

of Hadia: The member is referred to the reply ^ Btarred Question 
No. 1 put at this meeting by Babu Jogindra Chaadra^Chakravarti . 

Babil JITENDRALAL BANERJEE: Sir, arising out of that 
answer may I ask the Hoii’ble Meml)er whether he has any idea as 
to when tlie Committee wiH finish its labours? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja KSHAUNISH CHANDRA RAY Bahadur, 

of Nadia: I have no better idea than the hon’ble mover of this fiuestion. 


Platforms and waiting-rooms at Faridpur and KaluKhali stations 
on Eastern Bengal Railway. 

*8. Dr. KUMUD SANKAR RAY: {a) Will the HoiCble Member 
in charge of the Department of Public, Works (Railways) be ])leased to 
state whether lie is aware that there are no raised platforms at Faridpur 
and Kalukhali stations on the Eastern Bengal Railway? 

(h) Is the Ilon’ble MemWr aware that no ste])s are juovided for the 
intermediate and third class passeiig-ers to get in or to gel out of the 
compartments? 

(c) Is he aware that it is very inconvenient and dangerous for the 
lady jiassengers in those stations for want of raised jdatforms? 

ill) Is he aware that there are no waiting-rooms in those stations? 

(c) Will the Ilon’ble Member be pleased to ''tate whether there is 
any likelihood of the provision of the raised platforms and waiting- 
rooms in those* stations in the near future? 

The Hon’ble Mr. «l. DONALD: (n) Yes. 

(h) \"es. Steps are not usually ]>rovided for intermediate and third 
class j)assengers. 

tr) It is admittt‘d that it is somewhat inctnivenient ten- jtassengers. 

(d) 'I'here is a passenger waiting shed and an Indian ladies waiting- 
room at Kalukhali. There is also a passenger waiting shed at Faridjuir. 

(rl As there is a proposal to build a new Faridimr stalion more 
(•(niveniently situated for the public, there is nii likelihood of raised 
jdatforms or waiting-rooms being constructed at this station. As 
regards Kalukhuli, the average number of jiassengers per diem is so 
small that the Railway does not at present intend to construct additional 
waiting accommodation or raised platforms. It is also probable that 
the propo.sed line t(^ serve the interior of the Faridpur district south 
west of Rajbari will greatly reduce the jiresent number of passengers 
travelling to and fitmi this station. 



(QUESTIONS. 


9 


1927.] 


Train tanriaa^Mwaan Raibari and Faridpiir in oonnaalion 
arith Up Chittagong Mali. 

♦9. Dr. KUMUD SANKAR RAY: {a) Will tho Hon’ble Member 
in {‘barge of the Depailnienf of Public Works (Railways) Ik‘ pleased 
to state whether it is a fact that the passengers going to Faridpur by 
Fp Chittagong Mail have got to wait 4 or o hours for the next avail- 
able train from Rajburi to Faridpur? 


(b) If so, is lie aware of the general complaints of the inctuixeuience 
caused to the travelling jmblic for want of a corre>pon(ling train service 
with Fp Chittagong Mail between Rujhuri and Faii{lpur? 

(c) Is there any possibility in the near future of their InMiig provided 
a corresponding train service with Fp Chittagong Mail In'twetm Raj- 
bari and Faridpur? 


The Hon’ble Mr. J. DONALD: (a) Ves. 

ib) and (c) A summary (d the present and proposeii timing'^ ot the 
(‘hittagong Mail and of ‘A'l Fp Passange^ showing their connei tions at 
Rajhari for the Faridpur Ilranch is appended. The proposed arrange- 
ments will have effect from the 1st March 11)27. and it will 1 m‘ noticed 
that the Faridpur connection will tlieii he <()nsiderably inipr(»ved. 


Sum/nnri/ rtfrrrrd to in fhr reply to rbtu,*e^ (b) titul (r) of 
yfarred qnextton So. U. 


Pixsiicnt 


Pro|H»w<(i timings 
from Ist Mnn h lt)27. 


.") Vr (’HITTA(tON(, 

, Maic. 

H. 

M. 

H. 

M 

Calf*utt4» 

Departure 

(i 

40 

0 

40 

Raj ban 

Arrival 

11 

40 

11 

40 

Do. 

Departure 

17 

0(107F) 

12 

58 (183 Up) 

Faridpur . . 

.\mval 

18 

37 

. 14 

In 

25 Up Pa»»ek(;kb. 





Calcutta . . 

IVparture 

22 

50 

. 22 

50 

Poradaha . . 

Arrival 

5 

38 

. 5 

38 

Do. . . 

Departure 

7 

52 (25 a. Up) , 

0 

8 (25 U. Up) 

Rajbari 

, Arrival 

10 

36 

H 

46 

Do. .. 

Departure 

11 

0 (25 F. Up) . 

9 

16 (25 F. Up) 

Faridpur . . 

Arrival 

12 

• 

12 

. n 

0 
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Umtafrad Qiiasitoiis. 

(Answers to which were laid on the table.) 
Recommendations of Taxation Eni|uiry Committee. 

1. Maharaja 8A8HI KANTA ACHARYYA CHAUDHURI; 

(a) Will the Hon’ble Member iik charge of thfe Department of Finance 
bo pleased to state whether the opinion of this Government has been 
invited by the Government of India on the recdlhmendations made by 
the Taxation Enquiry Committee, and whether the said re{ommenda- 
tions are under their eonsideniftion ? 

(h) Are the Government considering the desirability of giving the 
legislative Council an opportunity to discuss those recommendations 
of the said Committee that are likely to affect Bengal before formulating 
(he views of GovernTiient thereon? 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of flNANCE (the Hon’ble 
Mr. «l. Donald): (o) Yes. 

(It) No. It is of course ojieu to any member of tin* Couneil to jnd 
iojward, in iiecoidanee with the rules, a resolution ronneeted with the 
recommendations of the Committee for the consideiation of the Council. 


Schemes for construction of canals from the Damodar River in 
Burdwan. 

2i Mr. P. C. BA8U: (a) Will the IIonM)le Member in charge of 
the Department of Irrigation be pleased to slate whether there are 
any schemes for construction of canals leading out of the River Damo- 
dnr in thanas Raina, Khandoghosh or any other thana in the district 
(t Burdwan? ^ . 

{h) If the answer t(» (o) is in the attirmative — 

{/) will the Hon ’hie Member l>e pleased to state whether any work 
in that connection has been taken up; and 
in) wluit jrrogia'ss, if any, bus Ireen made in that direction? 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of IRRIGATION (tho 
Hon’ble Nawab Bahadur Saiyid Nawab Ali Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur): 

(ill The only stdieme for the construction of a canal from the Damodar 
River in the Burdwan district is that of the Damodar Canal. 

{h) (i) The work was commenced during the current financial year, 
(ill Land awiuisition and collection of materials are in progress 
and also surveys with a view to selecting the cheapest alignment for 
the canal. 
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3. Rai JADUNATH MAZUMDAR Bahadurs Will the Hon^ble 
Member in char|fe of the Department of Inijrntioii be pleased to Htate 
what is the present stage of the jnojeet for the improvement of Alaipnr 
Khul in the distriet of Khulna*^ 

The Hon’ble NaWitb Bahatkir. 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAU- 
OHURIf Khan Bahadurs A detailed project has been prepared for tlie 
imrtial canalisation tJf the'AInipur Khal, and is now under the con- 
sideration of Government and the Bnaucm^ aspects are being examined. 

Silt-bar in the lochamati at Kishangunja. 

4. Rai JADUNATH MAZUMDAR Bahadur: (o) Is the Hon ble 

Member in chaige of the Dejmitment of Irrigation awaie ot the silt-bar 
in the Icchamati at Kishangunja? 

{li) If the answei** to (^/) is in the affirmative, will the ffon’ble 
Membei' be pleased to state what steps, if any, are the Government 
taking for the lemoval of the same? 

The Han’ble Nawab Bahadur SAIYID NAWAB ALI CHAU- 
OHURI, Khan Bahadur: (a) Ves. 

tIic bai has laum examined and apjiears to be a natural forma- 
tion. It does not obstiuct, so fai as is known, the water entering the 
Icolianiati from the Mathabhanga. Government do not propose to take 
any steps at present foi- the leinoval of tlie luir, but will keep the matter 
under (d)servation. 


Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Bill. 

5. Rai SATYENDRA NATH ROY CHOUDHURI Bahadur: Will 

the lloirble MemlH*r in charge of the Departmelit of Tlevenue (I^and 
Jtevenue) fie ])leased to state — 

(/) whether the Htmgal Tenancy (Amendment) Hill will bt» intro- 
(lu<*ed in the next July session of the Council ; 

{ii) whether the same Hill a.s settled by the Select Committee will 
he introduced; 

(m) whether the Meinl)er-in-charge will iiuive for a reference to a 
Select Committee if any change is made in the said Hill 
before introduction? 

Tha Hofi’Mf Maharaja KSHAUNISH CHANDRA RAY Bahmlttr, 
of Nadia: The member is referred to the reply to Starred Question 
No. 1 put at this meeting by Babu Jogindrg Chandrg Cbakr^varti. 
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MaMillilllins in tin minitttrtai sUHf of the Colteetoralep CMttagong. 


6. Khan Sahth Maulvi ABDU8 8ATTAR: Will the Hou ble 

Member in charge of the Department of Eevenue (Land Revenue) be 
pleased to state what effect is being given to the Government circular 
for providing 45 per cent. Mussalinans in the ministerial staff of the 
Colleqtorate, Chittagong? 

The Hon'Me MaheraJa^KSHiiibNISH CHANDRA RAY Bahadur, 
of Nadlt: The member Is *'^pareutl/ refelring to the Government com- 
vninique, dated 2Ut DOcemher, 1925. The proportion of 45 per cent, 
in that administrative appointmenhs and not to 

ministerial postti. Therefore the (luestion does not arise. 


Communol trouble at Pirojpur. 

7. Babu NACENORA NAVh BEN; (a) Will the Hon’ble Member 
in charge of the Political Department be pleased to state — 

(?) whether there was any communal trouble at Pirojpur in the 
district of Bakarganj during the early i)art of January, 1927, 
in connection with the passing of some religious procession 
with music by the side of a mosque through a public 
thoroughfare; 

(??) whether the District MagistraU* personally went to the locality 
and decided the matter finally? 

(/?) If the answer io (a) {il) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
^lember be pleased to state what was his decision and ruling in the 
matter? 

MEMBER in ctivge of POLITICAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr. A, N. Moberly): (n) (i) Yes. 

(li) Yes. 

(h) A c'opy of the District Magistrate's order is placed on the table. 


Vopif of the order referred to in the reply to unstirred question No. 7. 

GhdKH in TIIK lUTTKR OF PROCESSION AT PiROJPDR. 

I have made an exhaustive enquiry into the custom and have come 
to the following conclusions: — 

(1) Thei*e is cu«tom for Hindu processions to cease music on 

the feed by the of the moeque. 

(2) Hindus have on occasions stopped music on the road to the 

south of the mosque or avoided this road in their processions. 



. 1927 .] 


QUESTIONS. 


1 $ 


The Hindus are prep^i'ed, as a concession to Muhamintdan 
sentiment, to stop music during the hours of congregational prayer on 
the road by the south of the mosciue. The Muhoniinndaus do not con- 
sider this at all sufficient, but are prepared to abide by my (orders in 
the matter. While I have Wn unable to find that any definite custom 
exists regarding the south road, I consider that what the Hindus are 
prepared to concede is as much as can iM)ssibly be nuide out of the coii- 
tiicting versions as to previous practice. 

I, therefore, direct that .prcK'essfons in IJirgjpur shall in future be 
regulated (a) to allow proc essions with inuaic all liours by tlie west 
road and all other roads except the Cutcl^rj' Rokd^hjpt^'eon the mow^ue 
corner and the Kalilmri (foalpatti Road, (h) pfcf'essiDns with 

music by the south road within those limits during the hours ^ther thai> 
those of Muhammadan congregational prayer, and (c^ to allour proces- 
sions without music w’ithin those limits on the south road during the 
hours of Muhammadan congregational prayer. 


The '21 at Januart/ 1027. 


E. N. REANDV, 

Dist rid dVof/fstratr. 


The hours of congregational [uayer referred to in the nl)ove ordet 
are as follows: — 

Fazur — Half an hour before sunrise to suiifise. 

Juina — I to 2 c.M., but on Fridays 12-30 to 2 r.M. 

Asar — 4-30 to 5-30 i*.m. 

Maghrib — Sunset to half an hour after sunset. 

Esha 8 to 9 r.M., but during Ramzan from 8-30 to II P*^i. 

E. N. BLANDY, 
IhHrict Magistrate^ 

The 21st January 1927, 


Bofigal Tenanoy (Ai II. 

8. Kliaii Biliadiir Mauivi BKIIAiiUi HUQt (fij Will the Hon ble 

Member in charge of the Department of Revenile (Ls^d Revenue) h» 
pleased to state when the (^emment propose ip iiftroduce the Bill 
amending the Bengal Tenimey Act in the Bengal Qonncilf 
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(b) Will the Hon’ble Mem bet be pleased te state whether the Gov- 
ernment have applied for sanction to the Governor-General? 

(c) If so, when? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja K8HAUNI8H CHANDRA RAY Bahadur, 
€f Nadias («) See answer to Starred Question No. 1 put at this meet- 
ing by Balm Jogindra Chandra Chakravarti. 

{b) and (c) The Bill of. 1925 was sent to the Government of India 
for sanction, but no su^e^uent Bill. 

Khai; Bahadur Mauivi EKRAMUL HUQ: Will the Hon ble 

Member be pleased lo say when Government proiMJse to apply to the 
<l(jvernor General for assent to the introduction of the Bengal Tenancy 
< Amendment) Bill? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja K8HAUNI8H CHANDRA RAY Bahadur; 

After the report of the Committee is receivnl, we shall consider thi^ 
<|uestw)n. 

Khan Bahadur Maulv! EKRAMUL HUQ: Will the lion ble Meinbu 
iM‘ jdcased to state when that will come about? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja K8HAU NISH CHANDRA RAY Bahadur: 

I cannot say. 


Percentage of Mussalman officers and Mussalman prisoners 
in the Jail Department. 

9. Khan Bahadur Mauivi EMADUDDIN AHMED: Will the 
Hon ’hie Member in charge of the Department of Revenue (Jails) be 
pleased to lay on the table a statement showing — 

[i) the percentage (»f Mussulman officers in each of the two branches, 
executive and clerical, in the Jail Department before an<l 
after the reorgiiiiisation ; 

(/V) the pereentnge of Mussalman prisoners in the jails of Bengal; 

{Hi) the number of Hindu Assistant tlailors as well as the number 
of Mussalman Assistant Jailors promote to the rank of 
Deputy Jailors after the reorganisation; and 

(iv) what percentage of the posts of Deputy Jailor has been filled 
up by promotion from among the Muhammadan Assistant 
Jailors f 



1927 .] 


QFESTIONS. 


15 


MEMBER in ohvgt DEPARTMENT of REVENUE (JAILS) 
(Uio Hofi’ble Maharaja Kshaunish Chandra Ray Bahadur of Nadia): 

A statement giving the information is laid on the talde. 

Statement referred to in the repltf to unsturred qvestimi No. 0. 

(i) Percentage of Mussalnian ofKcers in <he Jail ])ej)arlnient—- 
Before reorganisation—- 

Executive Branch ... 23*5 

Clerical Branch (there wa> no separate cadre). 

After reorganisation — 

Executive Branch . . 11-9 

Clerical Branch ... d9-5 

(i?) Percentage ot Mussalnian ]>ris(iners in 19!^') - 57*07 
(m) Number of Assislaiil Jailors promoted to ])e])utv Jailors — 

A f ter reorga n isa t ion — 

Hindus ... 4 

Mussalmans * ... 

{ir) Percentage (jf Deputy Juil<u’s’ posts filhui up by promotion from 
among the Muliammadan Assistant Jailors aftei the reorganisation 


, * Residence of the Chairman of District Board. 

10. Mr, P, C. BA8U* Will the llon’ble Minister in charge of the 
Department ot L(Hal S(‘lf-(iovei nment l)e pleas(*(l to state whether the 
(Uiairman of any District Hoard is lecpiired actually to reside at the 
headcpiarters of the districts 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of LOCAL SELF- 
COVERNMENT (the Hon’ble Hadji Mr. A. K. Abu Ahmed Khan 
Chuznavi): The Chairman is not re(|uired to reside at the heachjuarters 
of the district. 


Trade through the Calcutta Port. 

11. Brijut TARAKNATH MUKERJEA: (a) Will the HorChle 
Member in charge of the Marine Department be pleaHcd to ntute how 
many Indiamt and Indian firms have lransacte<l imjairt and export 
trade through the Calcutta Port in the year 1925-26? 

(h) How many non-Indians and non-Indian firms have transacted 
the same business through the Calcutta Port in 1925-26? 

(c) The total value and tonnage of goods that have been trans- 
acted by Indian and non-Indian firms? 

MEMBER in ebari# of MARINE DEPARTMENT (the HcfPblo 
Mr. J. Donald): (a), (h) and (r) The information is not available. 
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Moeqiie in the Cliittigimg Court compound. 


12. Khiii Sahib Mauivi ABDUS 8ATTAR: (a) Is the Hon’ble 
Minister in chai’ge of the Department of Public Works aware of the 
repeated representations of the Mussulmans of Chittagong for a site 
in the (^ourt compound for a mosque and the approval of the local 
authorities t-o the gi‘ant of a site for the purpose? 

(h) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Member be pleased to state what steps, if any, have been taken by the 
Government to give effect to it? 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of PUBLIC WORKS (the 
Hon’hle Mr, Byomkes Chahravarti): (o) Yes, so far as the representa- 
tions are (;on<‘erned. 

(h) Government have decide<l not to alienate land attached to 
courts for the purpose of building leligious edifices. 

Khan Sahib Mauivi ABDUS SATTAR: Is the Hon ble Minister 
aware that there is a piece of land that does not Indong to the Court 
but is very close to it; that i)iece can be set apart for this purpose? 

The Hon’ble Mr. BYOMKES CHAKRAVARTI: I am not' awaie 
of that. 


Rivers Bhairab, lohamati and Jamuna. 

13. Babu NACENDRA NATH SEN: (a) Will the Hoirble 
Meml)er in charge of the Department of Irrigation be j)leased to state 
whether it is in the contemplation of the Government to excavate and 
drt'dge the silted up poHions of the rivers Bhairab, Ichamati and 
Jamuna from their resjwtive soim'es so as to make them navigable 
thniughout the year? 

(h) Will the Ilon’ble Member be j)leased tt> state what steps, if 
any, have been taken in this direction since the conference held at 
KrishnagarP 

Tho Hon’Mo NmvMi Bahadur SAIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURl. 
Khan Bahadur: (a) No. 

(h) Does not arise. 
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Doors of fsmolo waiting-rooms at sti^ens on iastarn iongal 
Raih^ay. 

14. Babu JOCINDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTI: (a) U ike 

Hou’ble Member in chargee of the Department of Public W orks (Uail- 
ways) aware that within the last .1 or 4 inontha one of the two doors 
of all female waitin^r“roouu^ at all stations on the northern si'Ction 
ot the Eastern Bengal Railway has been cIorimI? 

(h) Is the IToirhle Member aware that before the closing of the 
doors Indian purdah ladies could walk into and go out from the 
jilatforms through the female waiting-riMuns without using the common 
passage open to all classes of jiassengers? 

(c) Is the Hon’hle Member aware that the closing of the doors is 
causing a goial deal of inccmveuience to the puniah ladies who have 
to use the same passage with males for ingress to and egn^s from 
the ] ail way plat forms I'' 

id) AVill the lloirije Memlwr la- pleasiNl to state whether the 
(xovernment are considciing the ilesiralulity id* taking any steps to 
get these doors opened in the interests of the (‘onvenieme of the female 
])assengers? 

The Hon’ble Mr. J. DONALD: (o) Yes. 

ih) ‘Yes. 

{(') (lovernment are not aware that there is auv serious im‘onveni- 
eme, 

('/) The matter was discussivl with the Advisory Committee who 
appioveil tin* arrangements. Th<‘ local (iovernrnent do not pi‘o[M>s<‘ 
moving in the matter. 


Platforms at stations on Eastern Bongal Railway. 

15, Babu JATINDRA NATH CHAKRABURTTY; (a) Will the 
Hon'hle MernlMU- in ( harge (d* the Depar tment of Public Works 
(Railway^) be pleusiM] to state whether the atteiitirm of the (lovern- 
ment ha.H been diaati to the tact o^ ike im-mivenieJlces whirk the 
l)eo]de in general and ladies, children and old people in i»fuiiciilar 
have IwnMi exi»er'ienciug In getting into and down from the railway 
trains at the important jumd ion stations, namely, K4ilnia, Te(*sta, 
Lalmonirhat and other stations in the Eastern Bengal Railway for 
want of platforms? 

{h) Will the Ilon hle Member W [»leased to state what steps, if 
any, the Government propose to take for the removal of this 
inconvenience? 
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Tha Hon'ble Mr. j. DONM.b{ {a) No. 

(h) Government do not propose to move in the matter. There is 
an Advisory Committee to which the member may refer. 

Drinking water-supply in rural areas. 

16. Babu JATINDRA NATH CHAKRABURTTY; (a) Has the 

attention of the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Department of 
liocal 8elf-Goveniment (Public Health) been drawn to the number of 
inhabited villages in the district of Rangpur which have not any or, if 
at all, a very insufficient local supply of good drinking water for men 
and cattle? 

(/>) If the answer to (o) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister l)e pleased to state whether any such statistics are being or 
will Imi taken? 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of LOCAL SELF- 
GOVERNMENT (PUBLIC HEALTH) (the Hon’ble Mr, Byomkes 
Chakravarti). (a) Not specially. Government are aware that in most 
of the distii(!ts of Hengal there is a scarcity of good diinking water in 
rural areas. 

(h) Not by Government. 

Rat HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: Are the Government 
aware that when Ix»rd Carmichael was Governor of Reiigal, theie was a 
(•onference of officials and non-officials in Darjeeling to devise ways ami 
means for tlie improvement of the water-supply of Bengal, and at 
that me<‘ting 

Mr. PRESIDENT: AVill you kindly put it in the form of a 
question ? 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: Yes, I um only stating 
the facts. At that meeting a resolution was come to for the water 
survey of this Province? 

The Hon’ble Mr. BYDMKES CHAKRAVARTI; There has Wen 
a wuiter survey, but it has not been brought up-to-date and (ompleted, 
therefpi'e nothing has been done. 

Raj HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: IfVill any steps be taken 
to complete that survey? 

The Hon’ble Mr. BYOMKES CHAKRAVARTI; I shall be obliged 
if my friend will give me notice of this question. 
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Leptn in CateuitK 

17. Matlivi ABDUL KARIM: (a) WilJ the Minister iit 

(barge of the Department of I^xal Self-Oovernment (Pulilic Health)- 
Ih* pleased to state whether he is aware that lept^rs roam iiimii in 
Calcutta, spreading contagion? 

(b) If the answer to (in is in the uffirmative, will the Hoiilde 
Minisfer be pleased to state whether the (Government are eonsidering 
the desirability of taking any steps to put a check to this leper peril 
in the city? 

The Hon’ble Mr. BY0MKE8 CHAKRAVARTI: {a) Yes. 

(b) Yes; but no effective steps tor the segregation of lepers (-a^ l>e 
taken without providing asylums with sufficient aci-ommodation. 'The 
establishment of a leper colony at Midnapore is at the moment under 
the consideration of (Government. 

Dr. PRAMATHANATH BANERdEA: Is it not iMissiblc to 
develoj) and extend the asylum at (Gobra? 

The Hon’ble Mr. BY0MKE8 CHAKRAVARTI: 1 am afraid i 
I must ask my frieiwl for notice of this. 


Bengal Junior Civil Bervicei 

18. Rai JADUMir^ MAZUMDAR Bahadur: Will tin Hon bb> 

Member in charge of the Appointment Department be pb-ased to state 
whether he lias Ixmmi apjnised of the dissatisfaction felt in the raiikn 
of members of Subordinate Civil Service due to the distinction in the 
matter of salary and position betw<‘en them and the memlHos of the 
Hengal ('ivil Service? 

MEMBER in charge of APPOINTMENT DEPARTMENT (the 
Htn’ble Mr. A. N. Moberly): I am aware that lepreKcntations havi*^ 
been made to (Government liy members of the Hengal Junior C’ivif 
Service expressing disappointment that their pay and prospects have' 
not been improved. 

Khan Bahadur Mo«il#t AZIZUL HAQUE: Will the pon’ble^ 
Member in charge of the Appointment Department Im* pleased to state*' 
M'hpt steps are l>eing taten to remove this grievance? 

Tha Hon’Mo Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: As regards the increase in thfr 
pay of the Bengal Junior Civil Service no .steps are l>eing taken. 
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19. Ral SATYENDRA NATH ROY CHOUDHURI Bahadur: 

Will the Ilou’ble MiniHter in charge of the Department of Local Self- 
<ioveiiimeiit (Me<lical) be pleased to state whether the Government 
has jeceived any application from the President or Secretary, Barisal 
Medi^'^al School Committee, for taking up early the extensiou work 
<•>1 Barisal Dispensary at the cost of the Committee? '* 

MINISTER in charge cf DEPARTMENT cf LOCAL SELF- 
COVERNMENT (MEDICAL) (the Hon’ble Mr. Byomkee 
Chakravarti) : No such application has been received. 


Forest boundary in Cox’s Bazar. 

20. Khm Sahib Mauivi ABDUS SATTAR; Will the Hon’ble 
^lembjn^iljt charge of tlie De])artment of Ttevenue (Forests) lye jyleased 
to siai(‘ wliether it is a fact that the new iKnunlary line of t1ie forest 
in Cox’s Ihizar has lieen placed by the side of culturable land leaving 
no margin? 

MEMBER in charge cf DEPARTMENT of REVENUE (FORESTS) 
<the Hon’ble Nawab Bahadur Saiyid Nawab AM Chaudhtiri, Khan 
Bahadur); (lovemnumt has as y(‘t no information, but the poiid will be 
examined Indore the new bcnindanes of reserv(‘ forests ]>ro])os(vl by the 
t^<‘ttlenicnt OlHcei and th<‘' Forest Officer jointly are notified. 


Motion for the adjournment of the House> 

Mr. K. C. RAY CHAUDHURI: Sir. I beg leave to mov** a motion 
for tlM‘ disciission of an urgent mattei aiising out <jf the situati(Ui in 
Klmragpui <lue to firing’, oi uhich 1 ha\c gi\eii notice. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: II .•nt' \ou ohlained ni\ written pci mis.sion, 
Ml'. Kay 4’haudhiu i r 

Mr, K. C. RAY CHAUDHURI: 1 lum* submitted m\ motion in 
■wilting, and’ 1 b»‘g leave oi IloU'^e to move it. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I tlniik vi>u me too liiu- 

Mauivi ABUL KAjS^M: I gave \n>u notice t>l a .Minilai motion. 
Sir. ' 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 do not think vou have obtained my written 
permis.sion eitlier, Mr. Kasem, ami I think the reasons why you iun- 
not move tlie motion were given by me on that notice. I would ntm- 
4»sk the Ilon’ble Mr. Donald to present the Budget. 
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tiKigit of m CovormiMiit of Bongil f«ir tlio yoir ItStT-St. 

Tlio Hoii’Mo Mr. «l. DONALD: It is twy privileg:^ Hgfaiu to 
(x’ouiu il the eHtiiiiate of tho Govertimont of Bengal 

coming year. An<I m my temiiv of office will expire l)efor«» 
auotj^tr 1%^iget acHHion cornea rouinl, this will he my laat. I do not 
propoW to olTni^ the time of the (Vmncil in uny detailed I'eview of^W?. 
ihttucial poaftion during the yeara in which 1 have held office aj» Finance 
Member — in fact 1 propetae to deiiJ iiune briefly than uatml with the 
position of our finuncea, and the pro{K)Ha}M for new ex{HMuliture as full 
inlormatiuii is given in the finam ial tdatement whicli memWs 4 MII 
sttKl^^ at leisun*. But th(*re lue <*ertain fuctorn which have prevailed 
during the past five years, in fact since the Wginniug of the reforms, 
to which I must allude in order th^t the {msition at thr pioseut time 
may be mOre dafinitely understood. As the (V)unc‘il is aware, W started 
with a very unfavourable settlement. We securiMl relief to siime extent 
by the remission, temporal y in name hut in reality 1 ho[H* iwmanent, 
of our provincial contribution, hut wer*» I'omiJclIed notwithstanding this 
to impose •new taxation in order to ameliorate our dnancia) {Mwition. 
Our main difficulties have been us to the c.sti!nates. Hcveiuie rec-eipts 
are ver\ silVaeptihle to the varying conditions of trade and ugrictiUural 
prosperity/and it is never easy to fiame estimates several months ahead. 
The difficulty is, however, increased when the effect of new taxation 
has to be taken into account, and in them> cases it is iintxissible to 
ensure estimates witb any aocuraf\v 

Mr. A. D. BANBRdCi: We cannot hear Mr. Donald prt>per1y. We 
ebonld have copies of his speech supplied to us. 

ilr« BNBBIDCNT: I think the Hoirble Member is loud enough. 

Mr. A. C. BANERJEE: I Wg your ]«ardon, Sir, ordinarily copies 
ate drcttlated to us before the spees-h is delivered. Furiber, even if 
We do hear, it is difficult to follow him, and that is why we want copses* 

. V ’ ,'j!? 

TBi NBil*M Mr. d. DONALD: I am not going to circulate ^copies 
before the speech is delivered. 

IfiM IfANBNDRANATH DHAUDNURIl On previous oectmions 
oo|K^ were circulated. 
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The Hon’ble Mr. 4. DONALD: Copies were circulated after my 
speech wa.s delivered, not before. 

This difficulty of estimating was experienced in a very marked degree 
in the year 1922-23, and has been felt, though to a diminishing extent, 
throughout the following years. On the expenditure side, the task has 
lieeii even more difficult. There has been, since the initiation of the 
reforms, a general revision, following largely on economic conditions, 
of ^he emoluments of the services, superior and inferior — including not 
only the concessions made as a result of the Lee Commission, but also 
the revision that we have, of ourselves and on our own initiative, made 
for certain of the services which did not come under the purview^ of that 
Commission. And with this revision there has been the complication 
of the (^onseipient j)eimionH. It takes some time, in a system where 
pay is incremental, for the expenditure to settle down to a normal 
average figure, and it is only now that we are beginning to gauge 
more accurately the annual average exptMiditure on our various estab- 
lishment. Then again we have hml to gauge the capacity of the 
dift'erent departments to incur expenditure under the new conditions. 
So far it has been o\ir experience that the departments have generally 
been unable to speitd all that has been given them in the budget. 
To some extent this has been due to our allowing lump provisions for 
new sf'homes in the transferred departments before they were actually 
ready for execution, in the hope that they would materialise during 
the year. But frequently they have either failed to materialise during 
the year or have been brought into effect so late in the year that there 
Were large suviugs. These various considerations explain how it has 
hapi>ened that in m many years our actual expenditure fell fur short 
of the budget ulloimeiit, and with the remission of our provincial 
contribution led to the large accumulations in our balances. With 
the disappeuiance of these very disturbing factors and a better insight 
into the working of the departments, we have now got down to a more 
noriiial basis — and us a result of that, we have found ourselves in a 
better position to determine more accurately our true financial 
condition and the amount available for schemes involving “ new ” 
expenditure. 

We have evidence of this in the results of the year 1925-26, for 
which the actuals, now definitely known, exhibited a verj' close 
approximation to the revised estimate I placed before the Council 
last year. Our estimates under the main heads of revenue were very 
near the mark, and on the whole our estimate of receipts was only 
Rs. 6 lakhs short of the total revenue of Rs. 10,70,60,000. On Hke 
expenditure side on a total of Rs. 10,31,05,000 we overestimated 
exp^dituro IjO the extent of Rs. 14 lakhs — a very small percentage, 
spread over numerous heads. These total figures I have just mentioned 
exclude loan and capital operations. Taking everything into acconiit, 
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our income iu l!)25-26 wasi Rs. 11,04,64,000 and our expenditure 
10,60,29,000. We cloaeil the ymr 1925-26 with a »\im of 
Il«. 2.38,26,000 iu our Imlauces. 

With these preliminurv olw^ivations, let me turn to tlie working 
of the current year. 

1926-27 has not tununl out to lie u good year for our fiiuitu^es, and 
our estimate of “ Total Receipts is now Rs. 20 lakhs below our 
ex{>eHations. For this “ Stamps ” af'couiit almoMt entirely.^ The 
general depre.Hsi{»n in trade, the fall iti the pri«’e of jute, And ]a>ssihly 
to some extent the effe<‘t of the riots that took place during the year, 
have all comhiued to retiuce the leveuue from this source, which, so 
far as we can (wtimate it et present, is likely to be as much as Rs. 28 
lakhs Indow our estimate. Smaller increases in other departments, 
notably Forests, combine tt> minirnist* the loss and reduce it to the 
figure of Rs. 20 lakhs I have just mentioneil. 

On the expenditure .side, — I refer t«i the total exjHMiditure — there are 
again large savings, once more largtdy fr<»m inability to sfvend the 
money granted in the Supplementarv Fstimatiss or to givt‘ effet’t to 
schemes for which provision was made. There has becMi a good deal 
of .saving in the provision maile for tlie pay of oflic(*rs and esiahlishment 
under sevmal (if the budget heads, the Irrigation Ih'parhnent has not 
lM*en able to spend as much as was anticipated in eoiujeclion with the 
bridg<*s over the canals round Calcutta, and in (ertain of their drainage 
schemes, and for various rea.sons ttM» the Public Works Department hiw 
not Wn able to spend \ip to the budget provision. The schemes for 
dealing with the water hyacinth ami for the “ (listrict fniblic health 
organisation ” have still not come to fruition, and there have been 
large savings in connection with these two schemes. The net result 
of the working of 1926-27, as we now estimate it, is a total income of 
Rs. 10,73,74,000 ns against lU. 10,93,87,000 in the budget, and a total 
exiHuvditur© of JU. 1 l,19,21,(K)0, comj)ar«i with Rs. 11,23,58,000 
originally provided, supplemented by a sum of Ks. 33,18,000 granted in 
the Supplementary Estimates, leaving us with a closing balance of 
Rs. 1,92,79,000. 

It is ditficuli to foretell what may la* the courw* of events in 
1927-28. Should the existing trmle depression continue, our Stamp 
revenue is not likclv to vary much from the figure of the <'urrehl year. 
But I am optimistic enough to ho|H‘ for some iraprovenieiit and a return 
to somewhat more nonnal conditions, and in this view I have placed 
the Stamp FJstimate at Rs. 13 lakhs more than in the current year. 
Even with this increase, the estimate of Stam[>s is siiii about Rs. 10 
lakhs less than the actual revenue of 1925-2() — and ver>^ considerably 
below the total revenue that was expected as a result of the iiorreased 
Stamp duties. The only other change of any size is Excise. Through 
the riots of 1926 we lost a good deal in revenue from liquor, which 
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was very largely made up by increased receipts from opium and hemp 
drugs, following on increased duty on //an^a and higher prices for 
opium. These increased receipts from drugs and opium should tmi- 
tinue, and there should not, under more normal conditions, be the fall 
that o(^curred in liquor in the current year. I expect therefore an 
iiKi'ease in the revenue from this source of about lls. lakhs. With 
the ex(5eption of an anticipated rise in tlie forest revenue of about 
two lakhs, there are no great variation.s in the other estimates of 
receipts, and the revenue we expect in the coming year is 
Its. 10,7d,df),0()0, or lls. I5J lakhs approximately, over that which we 
now calculate to receive in 1920-27. This excludes from (t)nKideration 
our loan operations. 

I now turn to the exi>enditure for 1927-2(S. Those who were in the 
last ('ouncil will remember tliut our chief difficulty has been to .secure 
funds to meet new expenditure of a recuirring character. It is self- 
obvious that development and progress cannot proceed unless funds 
are available to meet recurring charges. An iiwrease in revenue will 
provide such funds, but this is not the only way, more aicnrate esti- 
mates of exfUMiditure will have a similar eft‘e(^. Budget provision iit 
excess (d actual ex{)enditure lias the efVe<'t of curtailing the aimmnt of 
money available for exjnuiditure on new schemes involving re< nrriug 
exfKMiditure. J)uring the past few years, as I have jdready stated, we 
have gained considerable exf>enen<e of the actual provision required 
for present sanctioned establishments, and are now in a position to 
budget more accu lately. The result has been that we have been able 
to effect reductions in the budget provisions under several heads, and 
this has had the effect of making more money available for new recur- 
ring expenditure. At the stime time, our balances — standing as they 
do at a figure of almut 2 crores — make it pt)ssible to meet from these 
balances a certain amount of non-recurring exi>eiiditure aa«*Kdated 
with new recurring schemes, as well as projects purely of a non- 
fe<’urring character, such as public works. The upshot of all this was 
that, when we came to consider proj.K}sais for new expenditure, 
(Government were in a position to make liberal provision for new expen- 
diture in the several departments, — except in (.'ivil Works, where the 
expenditure must be determined by the spending capacity of the Public 
Workj l)e)Hirtiuent. 

The expenditure which we contemplate in 1927-28, exclusive of 
expenditure outside the Revenue Account, with the exception of the 
repayment of loans to the Government of India, amounts to 
Re. 11,12,80,090. This is Rs. 26,69,0(K) in excess of the revised esti- 
mate for the current year and Rs. 39,41,000 over and above our esti- 
mated revenue receipts. We propose to meet tlie excess of ezpendi* 
ture over receipts, which is entirely ol a non-recurring character, from 
our balances. The new expenditure proposed on revenue acoount 
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amounU to Ro. 41,12,000, of wluch Ho. 13 lokho ii of o recurring tad 
Hs. 28 lakks of a non-recurring or capita! character. The latter figure 
may ap|)ear amall when compared with our halancea, hut we cannot 
leave out of account our commitmenta for adnch no budget provision 
has yet been made and the future liability thrown upon our resource* 
by theae scheme* of new exi>enditure. AmongHt our commitment* are 
the annual contribution towards the new Howrah Bridge, annual 
charge* on account of new me<!ical school*, and our contribution for 
the Bally Bridge. The pnivision rao<le in the budget for 1927-28 for 
expenditure on new wdieines, rec urring and non-recurring, i* limited to 
the amount estimatiMl to he s|H»nt in that year. In a large number of 
cases this is less than the ultimate expenditure*, and the difference 
betwwMi the ultimate expenditure and the estimuteel expenditure for 
the year 192T-2H forms a liability which wo must 1 m' pit'pan*d to meet. 
We estimate that the schemes invedving new* recurring expenditure will 
throw ujHUi UH a further recurring liability of H*. 4J lakhs and nearly a 
lakh of rupee* in capital charge*. Further on “Non-recurring’' 
whemes, other than Fivil Works, there is a future liability of over 
Bs. 2Hj lakhs, and oiFCivil Woiks Hchernes, on whiedi it is proposed to 
spend Hs. nj lakhs next \ear, a similar liuhilit\ (d Us. 12 lakh.s. The 
advance is thu.s (|iiite coicsidcrahle. Included in the n(‘W' projmsals is 
an item which is not rcallv a new' scheme of cxjM*ndituic hut rather a 
surrender of existing revenues. There have been, from time to time, 
rerjuests^o Government for the transfer to IimmiI authorities of the income 
from Terri e.s within their jurisdictiem. Hitherto, even apart from other 
considei ati(»iis, Government have had to turn a d(‘af ear to these 
rccjue.stH in vi(*\v of their own financial plight. But some time ago 
Government decided that on principle ferry revenue should be 
made a local somce of revcuiue and that effect should lie giviui to this 
decision w hen it was found finam ially fHissildc to do so. In the present 
slate of our finances, we have conic to the conclusion that this can 
now' bs done, and the gross revenue from this account, whicdi amount* 
to just over IJ lakhs of iu|sh‘s, w ill in future lie made over to the local 
authorities. This decision will, I am sure, give satisfaettion to all the 
local hmlies interested in this cjuestioii. 

In addition to the exjienditure I have already mentioned, the budget 
for 1927-28 provide* for an expenditure of R*. 45,56,000 outaido the 
Revenue Ar(*ount, Rs. 19 lakhs on the DamcHidar and Bakreswar 
Irrigation Projects, Rs. lakhs for the (Jalcutta Police Building 
Scheme, R*. 2 lakhs for the New Council Chamber, about R*. lOf lakbt 
for loans to local bwlie*, co-operative Mocietie* and cultivator*, and 
Rs. 9 lakhs foi the commuted value of pension*. Expenditure on the 
Damoodar Irrigation Projects, the Calcutta Police Building Beheme, 
the Council Chamber and the loan to the Conuniisionem for the 
Port of Chittagong is being financed from loans, the other expenditura 
is being provided from our balances. 



26 INTRODUCTION OF THE BUDGET. [21st Feb. 

Let me now touch briefly on the main items of expenditure under 
the various heads of the estimates. 

Our proiwsed expenditure on Land Revenue is slightly higher than 
that of the current year. We continue the special grant for improve- 
ments in our Government estates, as well as continue expenditure on 
the Colonisation Schemes in the Sunderbans. And in the matter of 
settlement operations we propose to make a commencement in the 
Burdwun district. Excise expenditure shows little variation — the esti- 
mate is in fact below the budget provision for the current year. As 
I have already shown, we have had a good increase in revenue from cur 
for(‘.sls. This has followed on the increased exj)enditure which we have 
put into the forests to secure greater development, and the special 
exp(*nditnre wiiich wc [>ropose for next year should add greatly to the 
value of the forests, accompanied by, we hope, a further addition to our 
revenues. W(‘ have alsf) been able to effeet a long-needed impro\ement 
in the pay of extra copyists in Itegistration offices. We piopost' to 
increase the late of remuneration for every d.OOO words from lie. 1 
and annas 10-8 in the Calcutta and mnfassal offices lesfH'ctivtdv to 
He. 1-4 and 1 ; this will involve an additional annual charge on our 
revenues of Hs. 1 lakh. 

The Irrigation programme which I outlined last year will largely 
C(nitinne in o|M‘ration during 1027-28, and provision has l)een ?nade 
for the charges on account of the Damoodar Canal i>roject. the flushing 
(»f the llhaimb in the Melierpur subdivision of Nadia, the improvement 
of the Gobra Nala in Mursbidabad, the measures of protection in the 
Ghatul subdivision, and the oi>erations in the Madaripur Bhil route. 
The only new projwsal of any magnitude is the Bakreswar Iirigation 
project in the district of Birbhum. This is a project partly for irri- 
gation and partly for sanitation, and will irrigate about H),000 acres 
of land. The scheme has been so designed that some water will be 
delivered into tanks, when the .supply is above that required for irriga- 
tion purposes, with the object ef forming a reserve for assisting in 
... HUpjdying water to the fields in October. I would refer members of the 
Ooumdl to the hinanciai Statement for the various details of our 
expenditure on Irrigation and its allocution under the different bends of 
the budget. As I indicated last year, the a<*coimt8 are maintained in a 
form wdiich is somewhat complicated and can be more readily grasped 
by a cai'eful study of the Financial Statement than by any observations 
I might make now. But the general trend of the programme of 
operations is as I have just outlined it. 

On General Administration there is an increase over the expendi- 
ture of the current year by a sum which corresponds to the pay of the 
Ministers. Within the budget there are certain variationa which are 
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I0t out in the Financial Statement and need hardly l>e referred to here. 

I would mention only one item, and that i« that we have retstored, 
although only to half their previous figures, the grants to Commissioners 
and District Officers for distribution at their discretion on genenil 
purposes of a public character and of benefit to the j>eople, which may 
be brought to their iiotite from time to time. Our building plans in 
connection with our revenue estahlishinenl are also set out in the 
remarks under this head in the Financial Statement. 

A eoin|Huativ(>ly >mall in(’n*as*‘ in the charges f<»r the ** Adminislrn* 
tion of Justice ” folhuvs on ordinary f!uetuati<ins in establishment 
charges. Certain judicial buildings are on the pmgramine mainly 
intended to provide residences for Miinsil’H in localities where other 
suitable a(*coinn]o<iation is tiot available. 

The most important io‘w item in the dail Budget is the seheme fur 
a Borstal Institution. The idea is to convert the jail at Bankura into 
a Borstal Institution and to provide a suh-jail at this place for 
irdiiiajy jail adinmistiation. A Borstal Institution is a place in which 
routhful offcinlcis, lietwiM^ri the ages of Id and ‘^1, may he given such 
industrial ainl other instruct ion and subjeclc<l to such dis^ ijdinury and 
moral influences as will conduce to their reformation. Until the 
Horstal Act is brought into force, it is intended to (‘omentjale all 
persons J>etV(‘en the ages af 1(1 and 21 with comjiaratively long 
sentences in this institution. The <oiidition of .some of our jails 
aecessitates u consitlciahle strengthening of the jail staff, and an addi- 
tion is being made to the niiniher of Deputy Jailors ami Jail Ulerks. 
We [irojKise also to exjiaml the woidlen iiiills at the Daeca Jail, a con- 
cern from which we derive much advantage, os while furnishing employ- 
ment for prisoners, these mills ]>rovide us with the blankets re<juired 
for our jails, Government de[)ai'timmts and tlie Eastern Bengal 
Railway. 

The 1‘nlice Budgc’t ultliough below tlie total allotment ffo last 
year, inclusive of the siipfdcmeniary grant, is Mornewhat higher than 
the revised estimate for the current ye^r. There are of counw* the 
onlinary fluctuatimm, chiefly on account of pay of eKtablUhmeiit, 
and the main new items of expenditure centre round the better 
equipment of the force, inclusive of Ijetter end more adequate hous- 
ing conditions, all tending to better hygienic conditions with a 
consequent improvement in the general health and efficiency of the 
force. These considerations have compelled us also to construct 
new police lines at Bogra. The existing buildings at that phu’c are 
badly designed and overcrowded and the present site is far too 
cramped. There is also a proposal to strengthen the striking strength 
of the Calcutta Police force by the creation of an additional company 
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of armed police. In Calcutta the programme for the construction of 
buildings, which is being financed from a loan, will be continued, and 
we intend also to commence work on the construction of our own build- 
ings to house married officers and sergeants whom we now have to 
accommodate in hired quarters at considerable expenditure to 
Government. 

Those who were in the last Council will remember that last year 
Education came in for a very substantial share of the money allocated 
for new exjienditure. This department has again been ver>" fortunate, 
and once more a distinct advance has been made. The chief 
item is a further instalment of subventions towards improving the 
remuneradon of primary school teachers, and on this occasion we are 
also able to make a su])stantial contribution to assist in improving the 
pay of teachers in non-Government secondary schools. A large amount 
has also been set apart for the introduction of a scheme of agricultural 
education in middle English and high English scliools, and we have 
made jirovision for jdiysical instruction in colleges ai»d schools. To 
the universities, and more particular! v the Dacca University, we have 
again been lil)eral. Tt will l>e of interest to the Muhammadan members 
of tliis Goufjcil to know that we have provided for the appointment of a 
Urofessor of Islamic Studies and (hilture iti the Post Graduate Depart- 
ment ot the (^ilcutta T’niversity, and that w'e have agreed to provide 
the funds necessarv for the (construction of a Muslim Hall at the Dacca 
University. Eor this latter TTniveisity, we have also agreed to finance 
the Sewage Sclieme wlnVh wull link up the University buildings w'ith 
the main s<‘\vage system of Dacca town. T will not detain the Council 
by (udarging on the many other new schemes which we propose in 
the Education Department. Th(\v form ()uiie a long list, as will be seen 
from the Financial Statement. They include several building grants 
and graiits-in-aid as w'ell as provision for increased establishments. 
I am sure that, wlum members of tli(‘ (^)iii]cil study our proposals with 
regard to the Education Deimrtment, they will feel satisfied that we 
have done this hrnneh of the transfened activities very well indeed. 

Turning to the M<‘dical Department, it will he seen that the pro- 
|)osed expenditure is about a lakh less than that estimated as the 
charges of the department for the current year. This is explained 
chiefly by the fact that our contribution to the Bihar and Oris-sa Gov- 
ernment for the Mental Hospitals at Ranchi will be less than that of 
the present year. We have met all the present demands for grants to 
hospitals and for medical purposes, which were somewhat less than 
those of 1826-27. Included in these are the Government contributions 
towards the establishment of new medical schools. The schemes for 
•»al|M}guri and Chittagong Meditral schools have been approved, work 
at lalpaiguri has commenced, and it is hoped that a start will be nuidb 
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fti Chittagong at an early date. The scheme for a medical school at 
Berhanipore is likely to mature at an early date» while those for 
Hoogh]y>Chinsura and Barisal are still under examination. Our build* 
ing programme other than that on works in progress is comparatively 
small. 

Public Health which, it may he rememl>ered. we incivased largely 
last year also shows a lower expenditure in 1!127-2S— a diminution due 
to the fa<‘t that the demands on us for public health purjmses have 
been lesser in amount. Provision was made during the current year for 
very large grants for the Dacca and Tilagarh Sewage Schemes, but 
these are rmt balanced by any large schemes of a eorresjamding amount 
in the coming year. In addition to repeating the grants for certain 
water-supply sJiemes, not likely to 1m» drawn this year, we have pro- 
vided for several new srliemes — all th<‘ schtunes which were nuuly for 
expenditure — inclmling the water-supply schemes at Asuns^d. Nuiayau- 
ganj, Tamluk, Faridpui ami Khulna, as widl as a draimig(* scheme at 
iSuri. We have also provided for a suhvention to local bodies to rover 
the cost of fin* vacciifat ing stall, which it is proposed l(» transfer to 
tlieir contrtd. 

In Agriculturt* we pr(>|)ose t(» ud»l an n<hlitional expeit otlicer to the 
department in the sliai)e of an Agricultural Engineer, ami nntain 
expendiltiie vniII be netessarv undei this head in conne<tion with the 
schemv, to winch 1 leferred in dealing with Kduc'atton, for agiicultuiul 
educatiem in middle Kngli'di and Ingh English schools. The main 
activit\' r)t the depattnici»t consists in a scheme eslimatcfl to cost nearly 
Rs. 8j lakh.s, for the impiovement of the drainage of 112 sijuare milea 
of the Soadighi, (iangakhali and Sanknrara basins in the Tamluk sul)- 
divisK.n of the Midnap<uo distrud. 'I’iieHe basins have suffered fr(»m 
eongcfited drainage for many years with the result that in yearn in 
w'hich the rainfall is heavy iti the early part of the season a very large 
area cannot he brought under cult ivalioii. 

In the department of Industries it is inteiiderl to add new buildings 
to the Serampore Weaving School, At pre.sent the work of the Institute 
is greatly hampered by the lack of adtM|uate arcommodation. It is 
now projmsed to erect new buildings for the schwd and to provide a new 
workshop. Those interested in the development of technical and indus- 
trial institutions, wnll he pleased to hear that we projrose to augment pro- 
gre».sivelv in the next three years the grant placed at the di»i>osnl 
of the DireHor of Industries for giaiits-in-aid to such institutions. 
The present grant will W raised by Us. JK),(M)0 in H127-28, by a still 
further sum of Rs. 30,000 in the following year, and a similar addition 
the year after. In the light of the experience of these three years, the 
question of any further augmentation will be taken up when that 
period baa expired. 
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On public works proper there is little that is new. The chief item 
of new expenditure is the construction of a road in the Porabazar land 
which is necessary if we are to get the full value of this part of our 
property. 

Thei\.* is one point in connection with the Stationery and Printing 
Budget on which some remarks are necessary. This is the establish- 
ment of a J)ej>ix‘ciation Fund to meet the cost of renewal and replace- 
ment of plant and machinery at our press. This is an ordinary business 
practice, and by setting aside a sum each year for depreciation, we 
ensure I he gradual replacements that are necessary in the plant without 
making undue demands on our revenues from time to time. An 
annual allotment for depreciation is rcmlly the ecjuivalent of the annual 
expenditure of capital caused by normal wear and tear, and from the 
poijit ot \iew of a cmriect knowledge of the demands on our finances, an 
annual provision of this kind is betttu- than an nnknowii and perhaps 
sudden demand for new expenditure. It will still be witbin the power 
of the (\mncil tc^ eriticise any i)ropo.s(>d expenditure from the Fund 
so eonst itutcvl, us the details of that expenditure will be shown in the 
budget as usual. 

Of the remaijiing heads of expcojditure I necMl refer only to Loans. 
Certain advances will he made, as will be Kc*en from the Financial 
Statement, uncl(>r the Drainage and Embankment Act for c'ert.ain 
irrigation KchenH‘H, and there arc* a f(‘w proposals for loaiis to local 
authorities, chicdly for waterworks. A sec'ond instalment wdl paid 
to the t'hitlagoiig Ihut Fund of the loan for the developmc'nt of the 
Port to which this Oouncil has alreadv agicHMl. And in order to enable 
the (\)mmissi()ners for the TIowrah Britlge to me<*t preliminary expendi- 
ture in connection with the prepaiation of the design of the new 
Howrah Bridge, we propose to lend them Its. U lakhs during the 
coming year. 

This coinjiletes my remarks on the detailed heads of the estimateg 
of the coming year, and I trust that the proposals which I have out- 
lined will meet with the approval of this Council. It is, as T have 
said on more than one ocrasion, difficult to differentiate between 
the allotments to the tniiKsferred and to the ieser\"ed depaitmeuts, 
Ixicause there is much technically on the reserved side which 
in essence appertains to the transferred side, e.g., the Irrigation 
Department carries out and has debited to it schemes which are really 
coiiiiec'ted with Sanitation, Drainage or Agriculture. Budget heads, 
such as Printing and Stationeiy, Superannuation and Commutation 
of Pensions are in a similar position, while “ Civil Works ” combines 
projects of both the reserveil and transferred depaidments. I do not 
propose, therefore, to make any (H>mparison based on the strict definition 
of it^served and tninsf erred departments. It will, I think, be 
more instructive and interesting to the Council if ^ I indicate the 
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pitkgi^ that been made aiuce Ihe establishment of the reforms 
on the two sides of the budget. In 1920.21, the year preceding the 
reforms, Bengal spent Its. 1,07,59,000 on Education. The expend!* 
ture during the current year will l»e Us. 1,35,17,000 -an iucreaw of 
20 per cent. The exi)euditure on Medical h«.s incrcuse<l bv 52 per cent, 
fi-oni Us. 38,02,000 to Us. 57,83,000, while we have trebled the expendi* 
ture on Public Health, now Us. 35, 30,000 as against Us. 12,58,000 in 
1920-21. Agriculture has not advanced so rapidly it has risen from 
Us. 18,00,000 to Us. 21,42,000 or 19 ]>er cent., but Imlustries. although 
the expenditure is not very coiisidcrahle, has neveifhelcss increased by 
34 per cent, from Its. 8,82,000 to Us. 11,80,000. C'oinparhtively^ 
tbeH*‘ figures are much higher than the advances made on the Itescrved 
side. The Land Uevenue expenditme hj\s incieasiMl by 3 per cent.. 
General Administration 10 per <‘ent., Administration of Justiee under 
10 per eeiit., and 15>liee 11 A p(‘t cent. The per(‘enlages on tlu' reserved 
depart men Is are MUJiewhat on tin* low side oning" to the change in 
the payment of oversea.s allowances fiom nipe<‘s to sterling, but thin 
does not aj)preeiahly afteet the comparison. 

On th(‘se figures 1 do mtt think any one can (*omplain lhal in thes^ 
years the tiansfernul depart ments have been in any wav neglected 
or not received a full share of what fumls were available. It will 
no doubt he wiid that the tiansterred departments require far greater 
assistanee, tliat much remains to In* done in the matter of eilneation, 
of puhliw irealth, of ag^iieulture ajiid .ho on. I quite agree. So far 
we have allotted as much as was possible, consistent with the reijuiie- 
meiits of all departments, from the funds that have la'en available, 
and it may he possilile to do more wlien normal trade conditions preva)| 
and our Slump revenue recovers. Even then with oui inelastic' ftouie('» 
of levenues jirogress will he extremely limited, and expansion the 
expansion that is neee.ssary if Bengal is to make a great advai e<‘, 
particularly in those matters which affect the general health and well 
K'ing of the province —that expansion, 1 say, will not he possible 
until our financial settlement is placed on a more satisfnctoiy basis. 
I do not howevei propose to detain the rouncil to deal with the ques* 
lion of our settlement now us there will he an op|K>rtuni(y of diwussing 
this subject within the next few days. 

It will I think l>e realised that under present conditions, although 
progress must Iw* limited by our present financial Hettlement, our 
financial position is generally mitisfac'tory, and I shall be happy to 
feel that, when I leave the Government of Bengal, iU finances are 
in a much sounder jmsition than they w'cre when I asaumed otfice* 
But I cannot be oblivious to the fac’t that dmger may yet he in store^ 
that all these proiKisals which I have set out may yet have to go 
by the board, and tbai we may again he in a parlous (edition. Such 
a state of affairs would be brought about should we again be called 



32 


INTBODUCTION OF THE BUDGET. 


[21st Fieb, 


t>n to resume the payment of our annual contribution to the Central 
Government. This contingency would not arise, — I think we may 
definitely assume it so — ^unless the finances of the Government of 
India were very seriously affected and that Government found them- 
selves suffering heavily from depleted revenues, or considerable addi- 
tional expenditure. At the moment I luive no knowledge of the state 
of their current revenues, and would base no calculations nor make any 
propliecies on this side of their finance. But we cannot shut our eyes 
to Ihe fact that a change in the value of the rupee from that at which 
it has been stable now tor some time, a change that will reduce its 
value in sterling and its purchasing power in India, must inevitably 
mean a very hetivy addition to the expenditure of the Central Govern- 
ment. And it is not unlikely, therefore, that the concession which we 
have secured in the remission of our provincial contribution will in 
that event be withdrawn. The Council will, I think, agree with me 
that this would he indeed a great calamity for Bengal. But more than 
that and even apart from the provincial contribution, such a lowering 
in the value of the rupee must inevitably increase our expenditure in 
England as well us our expenditure not only on imported articles 
purchased in India, but also on all that we buy in terms of rupees. 
We ha|\^e our own Home charges payable through the High Commis- 
•sioner and the Secretary of Stale, and uiul(*r this head alone a change 
in the vi^lue of the rupe<» from 1/6 <1. to 1/4 f/. would add an annual 
charge of Its. 5 lakhs to our existitig expenditure. We have ny detailed 
sti^tisticH to show what our increas(‘d expenditure would be on injported 
articles purchased in India, hut this would not be inconsiderable. And 
we cannot forget that the increase in prices, which wnll follow a fall 
in exchange, must imueuse not only the cost of everything wo buy in 
India, hut also the cost of living for our employees and every one else 
in India, and call for readjustment of the scales of salaries and 
wages of all Government servants. A further revision would appear 
to he inevitable, with again a heavy addition to our expenditure account. 

It has been urge<l that the finances of the Government of India 
would not suffer because the additional exj^enditure forced on the 
Government of India by the lower rate of exchange would l)e recouped 
to some extent by the additional revenue on customs based on the 
higher rupee value of the imported articles. I doubt if this is the 
whole story, end whatever there may be in the argument, I would ask 
Gie question : “ Who will pay this additional revenueP” Why — “ wo 
in the provinces ” — not only would we have to pay the higher rupee 
values — we would have to pay the additional customs charge. And 
while this must add to the charges of the local Government on their 
own account, local authorities would also suffer and tbrongli 
them a furilier charge would be thrown on Government in reapODl 
of the assistance that they seek and obtain from the local 



• »27.J 


XEW COUNCIL CHAMBER. 


39 

Gbfrernment. Dispensaries and hospitals generally working on A 
fery tight budget- ^would find it difficult to meet the additional 
charges on imported medicines. Municipijlities engaged on new 
schemes of water-supply and drainage wouM see a <nmsiderable addi- 
tion to the estimates of works of this kind and a greater difficulty in find- 
ing the necessary funds, except through increased taxathui. Many other 
similar instances might be quoted. If 1 may refer once again to the 
Howrah Bridge, the cost of materials must so imrease that the 
money made available by our recent legislation would not provide for 
a bridge in any measure adequate to the needs; we should have 
to contemplate means of securing additional finan(‘e, and thal 
would mean either an additional burden on oui proxiiu ial finances or 
perchance an increase in the tax to he lex it'd on Calcutta and nci gh- 
bouring municipalities. Whatever way it be looked at, whethei 
our provincial (‘ontributioii xvill In* affected or not, the effet t of a 
lower exchange must inevitably be u verv considerable addition to our 
expenditure and not only to that of flovernment but to all local 
institutions. Tliis must*rm*an a large curtailment of existing activi- 
ties and a iieavy bar to progress. I trust that our legislators in Delhi, 
and particularly so those xvlio represent Bengal, will not he unmindful 
of tliese considerat ions, that tlnn will <lo nothing to embarrass ns. but 
that they will do all in their poxver to save us from falling again into that 
slough of jl(‘spoi)(| from which with much effort and consideruhle 
sacrifice *and after great tiibulution we have managed to extricate 
our.selves. 


New Legislative Counoil Chamber building. 

The Hon*ble Mr. BY0MKE8 CHAKRAVARTI: Sir, 1 move that 
this Council m'(»minendH to Government that the pio|H>se<l new liCgis- 
lative Conu(*il Chamber building should be entirely stone-faced, 
the estimated cost of which is ‘M,77,()00, instead of cofnstructiiig it, a» 
was originally intended, with a stone plinth and plastered auper- 
htructure, of which the estimated cost is Rs. 25,56,(100. 

Now with regard to this resolution, Sir, the position is this. At 
the instance of the Architect it was found out that there would lie an 
additional increase of aliout Rs. 8 lakhs if we wanted a more impos- 
ing and more exjiensive building. Personally, I am reluctant to 
spend any money — there is no desire on my part to .s{>end more than 
I can help — but it is for the Council to decide the matter. Govern- 
ment do not w'ant to treat this question as a question of confidence or 
no-confidence, neither do they wish to consider the question as a 
question in which they ought to take any side. But as, however, tho 
Council was going to sit, and the question arose, it was considered 
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meet and proper that Government should take the Council into confi- 
dence and put it hefoi^e the Council as to whether they wanted a more 
expensive building or not We should renjeml>er that the new Council 
building is a national building — it concerns more the members of 
this House, it concerns more the honour of the people of Bengal. If 
they want that this Council Chamber will endure for all time as long 
m the nation remains, then it is for them to consider whether it ought 
to be u more costly, more expensive and a better looking building. 
An- additional expenditure of Rs. 8 lakhs is involved* and this will have 
to be met by loan, which means an additional cost of Rs. 45,0(K) a 
year. It is for the members of this House to decide either one way 
or the other. I can only say this that some members may feel that as 
it is to be a building of the nation where the deliberations and the 
alfairs of the nation will have to be conductetl, it ought to be a fitting 
building — fitting to the honour of Bengal. 

Oft BIOHAN CHANDRA ROY: May 1 inquire, Sir, whether the 
Council is committed to the expenditure of Hs. 25 lakhs for building 
the new Council Cliambcr? if 1 remember aright, the (Council last 
year sanctioned Us. 10,1)00 for the preparaticui of estimates and 
drawings. 

TN Hon’ble Mr. 4. DONALD: Yes, we uie committed to the 
expenditure of Us. 25 lakhs. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE: Sir. shall we be able 
to bear all the speeches in the new ('ouncil (’humber!'* 

MauWi 8YED ABDUR RAUF: Sir, 1 lise to oppose this resolu- 
tion. Sir, when thousands of people are dying of Cholera for want 
of drinking water, when thousands (»f people are suffering from Malaria 
and Kala-axar for want of treatment, the Iloirble Minister in charge 
of Public Health Department has the luxury of demanding a sum of 
Rs. 8 lakhs and odd for the new buibling of the Council Chamber to 
lie stone-faced. Sir, perhaps the lamentations of the widows whose 
husbands have been taken away by Cholera, perhaps the bew'ailings of 
mothers whose children have been snatched away from their liosoms, 
do not penetrate the heart of our Minister, The Council Chamber of 
the hureaucnicy needs no stone as the very heart of the bureaucracy 
is made of stones of 8]M*einl quality. The proposed Council Chamber 
will lie a standing shame and disgrace to the people of Bengal. The 
coming generation will shudder at its very sight and, standing at a 
respectable dietance, will say : ** IjO, theits is the mansion where the 

bureauci'atic GoTernment used to manufacture lawless laws to grind 
'down the ver>' Ixmes of the aspirant youths of Bengal: that is the 
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mansion wher^ the bureaucrat it* Government used* to frame laws to 
inatch away the last morsel of ftHnl from the standing and struggling 
people of Bengal.” Sir, no one can sup]M>rt these luxuries — ^luxurtes 
ire have had enough. The Dewnni Am and the Dewani Khas are stil 
existing 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I should ask you <o confine yourself to the 
resolution. 

« 

Maulvi 8YE0 ABOUR RAUF: 1 therefore stixiugly pitdest 
aguiiHt thi" deinuntl and I hope the whole House will agree with me 
in pitdesting agaiti'^t it. 

MiUlwi MOHAMEO 8ADEQUE: sir, 1 rise (ti (ippiisc lli<i ll.•mnll(l. 

Th. HonW. Mr. BY0MKE8 CHAKRAVARTI: Sir. 1 tliiiik there 

iii II iiiiMiji|>r(‘lit‘nsii>ii. ,It is not » dcniuiid. 

Maulvi MOHAMEO SAOEQUE: V.s. I <.|ijM>sr the resolution. 

I have given my careful eonsiderntiou to find out ginundM to supjiort 
it, hut I have no reason to do it. If a fine building can take us a 
-^tep fuitliei in building up the Indian nation I would have been pre- 
pared to hUpjMiit a demand ten times as big us the present one, nay, 
I would have moved by way of amendment to ereet a palatial building 
for the Council (’haiuber all made of sihei inlaid with gold, btit Sir, 
no building bowt*\er finely, beautifully constructed, tlecorated or 
nuignifiieiitly furuisbed can take us a step forward in advancing the 
cause of our nmtherland or my eoiniminity. What is the utility of 
building a costly struetun* without building the strmture of the 
constitution y What is the good of o4*eupyiug a palatial building for 
some hours while we have no house to live in at home. It is strange 
that while the vast p<ipuIation will remain without shelter, without 
fomi or clothing, pos8ess<‘d of many fatal diseases, ami devoid of 
education, the Minister of Education will bring forward a resolution 
for a larger grant for the construction of a Council ('humlier— to 
deceive the next parliamentary commission that here in Bengal we 
have a National (^iiincil (’hamlier under the unworkable Reform! 
The outside world may W duped in that way, but we cannot be a 
part/'io it, to shift the bunlen of taxation to the already overburdened 
taX'payers for our temporary a<*commodation, for our temporary 
pleasure. It is no good erecting a huge stone-built Chamber which 
will not bring good to the public. I am prepared to sit under the 
trees in the Eden Garden and on the grass if we can devise means to 
educate the mass, to provide them with better fooding and clothing, 
to give them shelter from rain and the sun, to protect them from 
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diseases that are threatening the whole of Bengal and to which 
thousands of my countrymen who are flesh of my flesh and blood ot 
my blood, who possess greater than J, who are as human as I am, 
if not more, are daily succumbrag. Sir, I thought the present ministry' 
will in the first sitting bring forward a resolution to save Bengal from 
starvation, ruin and destruction, but^i the contrary we are asked to 
vote for a huge demand to give a magnificent show' of our wisdom, 
our position and the unw'orkable Reform, even though it will not 
bring any advantage to us, to the country and to the community 1 
have the honour to belong. If the Minister of Public Health woulu 
tome with a proposal to establish hospitals, to excavate tanks, it would 
have the unanimous support of us all. What is the good of spending 
so nm<*h if the expenditure cannot bring any conesponding benefit. 

Mr. PRESIDENT. The (piestion does not arise. 

Mauivi MOHAMED SADEQUE: f am giving my reasons. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: You should cotitine yourself to the resolution. 

Mauivi MOHAMED SADEQUE: Some honourable members may 
say that for the upkeep of our dignity, I mean tlie dignity of Coufjcillors 
of Bengal, though we have no dignity at luune — we must ha^e a digni- 
fied structure to deliberate in. But what is dignity, vain dignity and 
pivstige ! Th(mgh we are hel(»ts in our own land still we possess 
dignity, though we are pow'erless to give any counsel which is biijding 
uiKUi (lovernment benches, still wc are Couinillors of Bengal. 

Sir, If not for any other ground at least to show our abhoreiiee at 
s{>ending money on luxuries like the present one, we should vote dow’u 
the demand. Until we have spare funds, after making provision for 
eradieuting diseases, for the supply of good drinking water to the 
thirsty millions, provision for saving Bengal from destruction ami 
ruin, w'e cannot agree to any demand w'ithout which we <'au very easily 
manage the unmanageable Reform. A demand for a maguifleeut 
building to transact insignificant business is unthinkable at the present 
moment at least. 

Mr. tARAT C. BAtU: Mr. President: On this day when the 
budget is going to be discussed and introduced, the very finrt item 
shows a demand for a tremendous figure for the building of the Council 
Chamber. During the last session, when the Council voted against the 
Ministry, His Excellency informed us that if we did not get the Ministers 
and get to Die working of the Reform scheme in right earnest, all 
schemes of nation-building would be stopped, and that the nation would 
get poorer and poorer. Now, > as soon as the Ministry has come in, we 
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m met with a proposal for a building, and this gi^ee us a foretaste of 
what His Excellency meant by nation-building. The question is, 
Mr. President, building of which nation? If we waste the resources 
of the country in a manner like this, we know this for t'ertain that our 
nation will not be built, but destroyed; the people would be impoyer- 
ished; resources will be frittered away and taxation will be extracted 
by grinding the people and all for the purpose of having the luxury of 
a luxurious Council Chamber with a faring and pavement of stones. 
Indeed, I can understand the reason for such a thing. The way in 
which pnK'eedings are going on in this Council, the way in which 
funds are l>eing spent from the side of the Government, a‘e can see 
really that stone walls have become necessary, because the Government 
wants to make itself invulnerable to the arrows of conscience and of 
right-thinking. Now, Mr. President, a few questions ought to 
settle it. Is the (Nnincil work going on pnqwrly or not at present? 
Another question is whether ui mit urgent demands of grave intert‘st 
are waiting aiul waiting, and I believe will wait till <l<M»mHday, so 
far as our country is <'wncerned. and for what reason.** For want of 
funds. Any scheme of utility hnuight foiward is immediately met 
by Government with the plea of want »)f funds, hut Rs. ‘10 or 05 laklis, 
or at present. Rs. 45,(K)0. is nothing Wause we want the luxur>' 
of a Council (Chamber with a stone fare. I would md have been sur- 
prised if worthy Minister hud hnuight in a resolution to make the 
facing tif hniss. That would have sounded letter, in order to make 
it hrasenfaced fhenr, hear). Mr. Pi'esident. what we are now getting 
gives us a f«)retaste of the budget ; instead of honest reason we are 
getting more and more of hra.ss and stone. There is no juice in it; the 
juice is lieing sucked out from the people by taxation. The people are 
Wing ground down day by day having to pay taxes, especially income- 
tax, which the ikku' nmn— the w<»rking man— has got to earn for the 
purpose of finding Rs. 10 crores for the Ibdhi schemes, and now Rs. 05 
lakhs for the Bengal Council Chamber. T need not detain you, 
Mr. President, any longer, hut I humbly, and with great respect to om 
Ministers, submit that the less that is said about this scheme the belter. 
From day to day there is a constant complaint with Government officers 
that the people are getting disaffected; that prosecutions are going 
on for the purpose of checking this disaffection and disloyalty. People 
are being taken without trial to jails all over British India and out- 
side, why, because they 

Mr. PRESIDENT: You may take your seat. I do not think this 
question arises at all, Mr. Basu, we are discussing the resolution, and 
you bad better confine your remarks to the resolution. 

Mr. SARAT C. BAtUs I take your ruling, but if Mr. President 
will hear me over, you will fini} the relevancy of my speech, What 

4 
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I mean to say is this : . It is the duty of every citizen to see that this 
disaffection does not grow, that disloyalty does not grow, but what is 
the cause of this disloyalty? It is demands like this that bring all 
disaffection and disloyalty into being : when we have hungry people 
— people who am dying of malaria and cholera, want of sanitation, 
want of irrigation for the cultivation of their fields. Those schemes 
are smothered for want of funds, and in their place is brought forward 
a scheme for making a palmje worth Hs. lakhs. I submit, 
Mr. President, it is things like this that cause disaffection, and our 
duty should be — and it is the duty of every one who has got any stake 
in the country, who has got the good of (iovernment in his heart — to 
suppress these demands, and not to speak of theln any more. 

Mauivi ABUL KABEMS Sir, I also join with my friends in oppos- 
ing this motion (hear, hear). 1 do it on almost the same grounds as 
my friends have done. 1 have heard with resj)ect and attention the 
speech of the Hon’ble Minister. He remarked that we want a magni- 
ficent building — an imposing building at any rate — because there the 
deliberations of the nation are to be held. I think the value of the 
Council and of its deliberations wdll depend on the quality of the 
deliberations and not on the magnifi(‘en<*e of the house in w’hich these 
arc held. On the other hand, Sir, it is said that it will be a nation’s 
building. T submit, Sir, that the nation must exist before it can have 
a building. I understand, Sir, that many schemes of education and sani- 
tation, which have received Oovernment’s administrative sanction, have 
been held back for want of funds. T atn not fully aware of the various 
schemes which may have received adminiNtrative sanction, but I know 
of at least two such s(*hemes in which I am particularly interested. 
The first is the case of the combined playground for the Islamia College 
and the Madrassa which is very badly needed, and which received the 
administrative sanction of Government. In these days our young men 
recpiire physical training and physical exenuse and there is no pro- 
vision for them — at least for the Madrassa and the Islamia College 
boyi^. That scheme has been held back for want of funds, because 
the amount required is about a lakh of rupees. They also require 
intellectual recreation : and there is the ease of the Moslem Institute, 
the scheme for which w*ns sanctioned by Government, but there was 
no provision in the budget because there was no money; but money is 
forthcoming for the stone frontage of the Council Chamber; and we 
are told that we need it for our comfoi-t and convenience, and, what 
is more, for our show. 

I submit, again. Sir, Wfore I take ray seat, that I do not agree 
with my friends who say that we can carry on our business here. This 
ChaiuWr is absolutely useless^ and, so far I can see, it is unsuitable, 
becs^use we cannot hear either what the members of the Oovemiuei^ 
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btnclies say or the speeches of our friends over there. It is not 
necessary to have a magnificent building, but what we want is a 
commodious building where we can do our w’orh satisfactorily, and for 
that reason we do not require a $toue<faced building, 1 have only to 
say that in Calcutta many buildings — you may call them nutional 
buildings, public buildings, or whatever you like — cr.:., the Cl ►verniiient 
House, the Writers’ Buildings, etc., have not a stone frontage. Then 
why this hobby of the l*iiblic Works Department for the (Vmncil 
Chamber. I am, Sir, a Inymun, hut I hesitate to support the Dublic 
Works Department, which is popularly known as the public waste 
department, in a scheme like this, and we are not prepared — at least 
I am not j^i-epured — to subscribe to this w^aste. 

(At this stage the Council was adjourned for 15 miuut«s ) 

[After the adjournment.] 

Mr. BA8ANTA KUMAR LAHIRI: In rising to oppose the resolu- 
tion 1 must say at the outset that 1 welcome the manner in which the 
Hou’ble Minister has introduced it. If 1 follow his observations he has 
left the decision to this C’ouucil hecuuse this is a mutter of large expendi- 
ture and he did not think himself justified in allowing his department 
to go ahead without taking the C'ouncil into his confidence. In all 
constitutional lK>die.s where an ett’ort is being made to Imild up con* 
ventions.uiul constitutional i)ra< tices it is of the utmost importance that 
(jovenimeiit should n(»t show any ctf/ with regard to mutters whir-h inv»>lvc 
large expeinliture specially when the Council is in session. We should 
zealously guard the jirivileges of this House and we h(»pe that in the 
course of a short time we shall he aide to imjMise the will of the House 
on any .H<*heme of big national expenditure. It is for this reason that 
1 say that I appreciate the way in which the Hon'hle Minister has 
introduced the motion liy placing the proposal before the (V)uncil at the 
earliest opportunity and giving the luemlaMs an opportunity of express- 
ing their opinion on it. For my own part, if if were any other country 
or if it were circumstanced like u free country with enough of umney, 

1 w<»uld probably have supjiorted it and the matter would have deserved 
consideration at the hands of the iiieml)erM of this House. Now, the 
nation-building departments are starved and w'e have various schemes 
pending which could not lie taken in hand for want of money; on this 
ground I think this pniposal is one which should justly lie oppf)8ed by 
the House. In future, I mean w'hen the Statutory Commission wull lie 
visiting India — it may be in a year, as w^e read in the papers, or it may 
be two or three years — the ele<*torate may be increased, the number of 
elected meraliers may be increased, and the scheme may have to be 
modified accordingly. Therefore, there is also the question whether (he 
consideration of this qaestion sbovld not be delayed for the present. 
We ail know the inoonTeniences of this Council Chamber, and it has 

4a 
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been already mentioned by at least one member; but still these are the 
considerations which have induced me to oppose the resolution, while at 
the same time I appreciate the manner, the purpose and the way in which 
the Hon’ble Minister has taken this House into his confidence. We are 
glad that he has disclaimed all Governmental zid in the matter. 

Babu NACENDRA NATH BEN: I rise to oppose the motion. In 
the first place it is a luxury which the poor rate-payers can ill afford to 
pay. Secondly, I think the powers and privileges of the members of 
this House are not commensurate enough for such large expenditure. 
What are our powers and privileges!' We cannot ask questions freely; 
with regard to the asking of questions we must abide by the wishes of 
the superior authorities; then we have no leal powei* and privileges. I 
do not think any sum, any large sum, should he spent for this purpose. 
What is the manner of our representation? Only tw'o per cent, of the 
people of India have got votes to elect members to this Council. Unless 
and until the franchise is extended and enlarged I do not think there 
can he any question of building an imposing structure. The Secretary’ 
of the Department in a ciirular letter has stated that the proposal is 
intended to provide for a building worthy of Calcutta and the purpose 
for which it has to serve — the meeting place of the Legislative Council 
of the I’residency for the next century. Are we to understand that the 
Legislative Council of this Presidency will he in exactly the same state 
for the next century' to come or for the matter of that what- earthly 
purpose will he served by having an imposing structure w-hile the mem- 
bers have got no real power. Theiv may Im* an imposing golden cage 

hut that does not add to the freedom of the bird which is caged in it. 

We have no freedom, no power, no authority; we have not the power 
to ventilate our grievances. Therefore T respectfully submit that this 
proposal should be negatived, but at the same time T agree in thanking 
the Hon’ble Minister for taking the House into hi'i confidence; T appre- 
ciate this. 

Tht Hon’ble Mr. J. DONALD: I only want to make one point clear, 
I am not quite sure if the House understands the proposal now before 
it. This refers to the scheme for a Council Chamber at a cost of Rs. 25 

lakhs, which was accepted by the Council at its last session last year 

and on w*hich w'ork is now being done by the Architect. The present 
proposal i.s the question as to whether the building should be plastered 
or stone-faced one. The scheme approved provides for a plastered face, 
but a stone-faced building would be far better. It would involve a larger 
expenditure as has been explained and we should go to the additional 
expense and provide for a stone-faced building. 

Sir PROVABH GHUNDER MITTBR: I desire to say only a few 
words to explain the position of our party in regard to this resolutioii. 
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We JiATe carefully conaidered the propoeal ia our party and our decision 
is that although we appreciate the importance of having a stone-faced 
building, yet in view of the numerous calls on the purse of the local 
Government for more urgent M'hemes of public welfare, we cannot accept 
the proposal for a stone-faced Council Chamber as it involves an extra 
expenditure of Rs. 8 lakhs. That is the position which 1 desired to 
explain, Sir, before the House, on behalf of our party. 

Sir ABD*UR-RAHIM: 1 rise also to oppose this demand. There 
can be no doubt whatever that we do require a proi)€r Council Chamber 
and the House will remember, at any rate, some members of the House 
will remember, that in the last session of the last Council while dealing 
with the budget I {tinted out that the Government had Wen rather 
slow in providing a house for a (’ouncil ChamWr. But that is a different 
proposition from the present proposal and Rs. 25 lakhs ought to provide 
a very fine building indee<l. In the neighbouring province of Bihar and 
Orissa a Council House has Wen built at a cost of about Rs. 12 lakhs 
and I have Wen told on vgry good authority that that is a veiy fine (Coun- 
cil Chamber quite good enough for their purpose and I am sure that 
they did not build it so that it might last only for a few years. Here in 
Calcutta we have no end of buildings, there are big houses, palatial 
buildings including the Government House but they are not stone-faced. 
It seems to W an idea imixjrted from Delhi and I can tell the house 
that when ! went to Delhi the other day 1 found that any amount of 
money w'as being wasted in .stones and surely we are not going to 
imitate Delhi in this respect. Bengal, in spite of the jealousies of other 
provinces, is a very^ poor province considering its enormous needs. There 
is always a use for every single penny that can W spared. If that is 
so, what justification can there W to have this costly oriiarnent — practi- 
cally it will W an ornament. I say there can W no justification what- 
ever. I cannot but express my regret that the Hon’ble Minister should 
have lent himself to this demand. I know he is new to this business, 
he is new to the Secretariat, Perhaps he is laWuring under the common 
fallacy which passes current in the Bar Library that the members of 
the Civil Service are not up to the memWrs of the Bar in intelligence 
or arguments but he will find Wfore very many days are over that they 
are at least as acute as any member of the Bar, I am afraid he has Wen 
very badly taken in in this matter. I am sure that the sense of the 
House will be against it. I hope the Hon'ble Minister will remember 
that he has got to deal with ver>^ astute members of the Civil Service. 

Mr. KIRAN 8ANKAR ROY: I beg to move that the question be 
now put. 

Mr. PREtIDBNTi Having regard to the importance of the subject 
under discussion, I think the debate should proceed. 
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Rai JADUNATH MAZUMDAR Ratudlir: At the outset I may say 
that 1 am against this proposal, because, in Bengal, hnancially situated 
as we are, we cannot afford to incur the extra expenditure of Rs. 8 lakhs 
for the Council building. We are in need of money for water-supply, 
for treatment of Cholera, Malaria and Xala-azar, for educational 
and other schemes. Therefore I think this Council will with one voice 
vote against this motion. I submit, however, that a comedy of errors is 
being enacted in this House owing to its acoustic defect. I heard the 
Minister distinctly to say that he himeslf was against this measure and, 
yet, many meml)erH who did not catch what he said are attacking him 
and taking part in this comedy of errors. The Minister did not recom- 
mend this measure at all. (A voice: Why did he bring this in?) 
The Minister could sanction it even without consulting the Council, 
but he thought it better to consult this Council, as he thought that the 
proposal, though he did not appmve of if, might commend itself to the 
Council at large. Therefore in deference to the Council, the Minister 
has proceeded constitutionally in bringing up the matter before the 
House, though he was perfectly (‘ompetent to ‘sanction it even without 
consulting the House. Therefore, instead of praising and approving of 
his (‘onduct he is being unjustly attacked. There is an unnecessary 
heated discussion owing to misconception and many hard words are being 
unjustly used against him. As I have said the comedy of errors is 
being enacted by those who did not liear what he said. 

Mauivi 8YED MAQBUL HUSAIN: Sij, in rising to oppose this 
resolution, I beg to state that although I admit that if the new' Council 
Chamber be a stone-faced one it wdll be very durable and beautiful but 
at the same time, we must have regard to the numerous calls that are 
made on the Local Government ns well ns on the district Iwards, I am 
myself the Chairman of a district board and I know’ that every' day 
w’e get calls for money from the inufassal for doitoi-s for treatment of 
Kaln-azar, Small-pox, Cholera and also cattle disease, which is very 
rampant in Chittagong, and our normal expenditure is exceeded by 
several thousand rupees. So T expect that the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of Hublic Health would divert this money — 8 lakhs forty- 
one thousand rupees to w’ater supply, sanitation, treatment of Eala-azar 
and cattle disease. With these few words T Wg to resume my seat and 
oppose the motion. 

Mr# KIRAN 8ANKAR ROY: I beg to move that the question be now 
put. 

Mr. dlTENDRAtAl. BANNERJEE: I should like to speak. 

Mr. RRE8IDENT: Mr. Bannerjee; do I take it ^at you oppoM the 
motion for closure? 
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Mr. JITENDRALAL BANNERJEEt I wuh to Uiorefen) 1 

oppose it. . 4 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Will members who support the motion for closure 
kindl^' rise in their places J* 

As there was no two-thirds majority, the ifebate proceeded. 

Babu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: 1 shall finish in two minutes 
and so my friends who demanded a closure will not have miicli I'eason 
to complain. 

I should like to con^fialulate Sir Abd-ur-Uahim on his reference to 
the acuteness of the (’ivil Service. It is knowledge l>orn of much 
ex|>erience, and my only regret is that it huxS come rather late. Unlike 
some of my friends on thi.s side 1 appreciate the Hun ’hie Mr. Uhakra* 
varti’s pi-ocedure in placing resolution liefore the Houhe; but all the same 
I think that the Hon'ble Miiiist(‘r’s |M»sition to-day is not a happy or 
an enviable one. All his life the Hou’ble Minister has enjoyed the 
reputation of being a zeijnus and careful guardian of the purse. 1 shall 
not say that he ha^ lieen a zealous and cand'ul guardian of his own purse, 
for that, though true, might be regarded as iM*rsonal ; but I shall say to 
his credit that he ha> been a zealous and careful guardian of other 
people’s purses as well. And it is curious that the first act of his 
official life should be to ask this (’ouindl to commit itself to a piece of 
gross aud extravagant exfienditure — an expemliture which (unnot cer- 
tainly he justified by any means. Hut all the same I should almost like 
that this proposal might l>e passed — a mere H lakhs or so does not seem 
to matter v<*rv much in a country like this. If you can throw away 20 
crore'i over a New Delhi you might also thitiw away an extra 8 lakhs 
for a new' Omiicil (’hamlier : and the house you are going to get in return 
for this money — this edifice you are going to build — would be a tyjK* and 
symbol of this (ioverninent of yours. Thih structure, stone outside and 
brick within, would be an apt and fitting symliol of this double-faced 
Government, so stately and grand outside, so hollow and rotten within : j 
it would lie a fit and proper symbol of this Jiegislative Council w'hich / 
was ushered into existence with such pomp and circumstance and 
which, every day, under the pressure .of rules and your rulings, Mr. I 
President, is going to be shorn of all the power it might l>e supposed ^ 
to possess. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Order, order. I shall now put the motion of the 
Hon’ble Mr. B. Chakravorti. 

On the motion being put, the Hoirble the President declared that 
the Noes have it. 

r 

Mr, J, M, SEN CUPTA: I rise to a point of order. Was not a diid- 
sion asked for? 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: Not before I finally declared that the “ Noes” 
have it. No body asked for a division at the rig[ht mom ent. 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: May I rise to a point of 
order? I understand that it is the practice to have a division whenever 
it is claimed. 

Mrs PRESIDENT: I do not think you are right, I have already 
declared that “ Noes ** have it. I think the question cannot arise at 
this stage and I stick to my decision. It was not my fault if the 
member who called for a division was not sufficiently clear and it was 
not my fault if he did not catch my eye. I gave sufficient time to 
elapse before I finally declared that the “ Noes have it and I found 
that no division was demanded when I paused. 

Adjoumment. 

The Council was then adjourned till ^ p.m., on Tuesday, the 22nd 
February, 1927, at the Town Hall, Calcutta. 
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Thk Council met in the Council Chamber in the Town Hall, 
Calcutta, on Tuesday, the 22nd February, 1927, at 3 p.m. 


The Hon ’hie the President (Raja Makmatha Nath Ray Chaitdiiuei, 
of Santosh) in the Chair, the four Hon’ble Memliers of the Executive 
Council, the two Hon’ble Ministers, and 1()G nominated and elected 
members. 


Starrod Quostiona 

(to whicli oral answers wore given). 

Proposed separation of Judicial and Executive Servioes. 

MO. Mr. J0CE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: {a) Will the Hon’ble 
Memlier in charpe of the Appointment Department be pleased to state 
how exa<4ly the (|uestion of the separation of the Judicial and Kxecu- 
tive Services stands at present y 

(b) When is there a likelilumd of the question lieinp taken up 
again by the Government? 

MEMBER in ehargs of APPOINTMENT DEPARTMENT (tho 
Hofl’IHa Mr. A. N. Moborly): (a) A scheme has l>een submitted to the 
Government of India. 

(b) The question will be taken up again when the orders of the 
Government of India have been received. 

Mr. A. C. BANERJEE: May I ask a supplementary' question P 
May I ask when this matter waa referred to the (iovemment of India 1* 

Th. Hon'M. Mr. A. N. MOBERLYi In 1924. 

Mr. A. C. BANERdEE: Has any reply been received? 

Th. HmYU. Mr. A. N. MOBERLYt Not that I know of. 

BiitariH and aquipnant. of ttafadar. and etuuikldori. . 

•11. Srijut TARAKNATH MUKERdEA: (a) WiU the Hon’ble 
Member in charge of the Police Department be pleued to etate what 
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steps hare been taken to contribute towards the salaries and equip- 
ments of the dafadars and chaukidars of union boards as provided 
under section 37 of the Bengal Village Self-Government Act (V of 
1919) P 

(h) How much has been contributed for this in the* district of 
Hooghly m 1926-26? 

MEMBER in charge of POLICE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr. A. N. Moberly); (a) The member is referred to the reply given 
to this identical question at the meeting of the Council held on the 
18th February, 1925, by Sir Hugh Stephenson. The policy of Govern- 
ment remains unchanged. 

(b) Nothing has been contributed by Governin(‘ijt. 


Origin and incidents of the communal riots at Dacca. 

*12. Mr. aOGEBH CHANDRA GUPTA: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Member in charge of the Political Department be pleased to state 
whether the Government received any official report from the local 
authorities regarding the origin and incidents of the communal riots 
at Dacca in September last? 

(5) If HO, when was such report first given by the local authorities? 

(r) Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to lay on the table copies 
of such report? 

(d) Will the Ilon’ble Member be pleased to state whether the Gov- 
ernment have received any representation signed by some Hindu 
citiiens of Dac<*a regarding the origin and incidents of the Dacca 
communal riots? 

(e) Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state whether the Gov- 
ernment report tallies with the version set forth in the representation 
of the Hindus? 

(/) If the answer to (c) is in the negative, will the Jlon’ble Member 
l)e pleased to state whether any step was taken to find out the correct- 
ness or otherwise of the statement of farts in that representation? 

{g) Will the Hon’ble Member l)e pleased to state why no. com- 
muniquS was issued by Government in connection with the communal 
riots in Dacca? 

MEMBER in charge of POLITICAL DEPARTMENT (the HoiPMe 
Mr. A. N. Moborly): (a) Yes. 

(b) The first connected report from the Comndsoioner is dated »the 
nth September^ 1926. 
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(c) I shall be glad to show copies of the reports to may member 
who desires to see them, but I apprehend that if they are laid on the 
table and published, they may give rise to controversy and again 
embitter communal relations which have re<'ently shown signs of 
improvement in Dacca. 

(d) Yes. 

(e) Not in all respects. 

(/) Enquiries were made on certain points mentioned in the 
representation. 

(g) Jtecause older had lH‘en restored by the time, information was 
received in sutficient detail to he of value to the public. 

No general communiqu/' was issued with regard to any of last year’s 
riots, but only partial rominuniguh in cases in which disturbances 
were prolougeil. Extracts from reports by the (\)nimissioner of Police, 
Calcutta,, were published in the Calcutta (ra::ettc bt‘cau8e they gave 
connected accounts of prolonged disturhunees which occurred over a 
considerable area. • 


Mr. 1 IOGE 8 H CHANDRA GUPTA: Will the Hon’ble Member 
lie pleased to state in what lesfiects the reports «lo not tally? 

Thf TIon’bie Mr. A. N. MOBERLY:^ 1 shall l>e pleased to show 
t^ie member who asked the (jue.stion a copy of the rejHirt us well as 
the copy of the meiiiorandum re<'eived fnmi the Hindu community, 
and he will lie able to make his own comparison. 


Unstarrad Quattions 

(aiitwart to which wara laid on the table). 

Historical Records. 

21. BMni dITENDRALAL BANNERdEE: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Member in charge of the Politii'al Department be pleased to lay on 
the table copies of papers relating to the Historical Itecords Commission P 

(6) Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state when this body was 
constituted and for what purpose? 

(c) What historical records are in possession of the Government of 
Bengal? 

(d) What arrangements are made for their preservation and for 
helping students in utilising the materials contained in stM^treoordi? 
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TIm Hmi’Mb Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: (a) The proceedings of the 
Historical Records Commission are published by the Government of 
India and are obtainable from the Government ot India Central Book 
Depot, 8, Hastings Street, Calcutta. 

(b) The Historical Records Commission was constituted by a Resolu- 
tion of the Government of India, Department of Education, No. 77, 
dated the 21st March, 1919, published in the Gazette of India of the 
29th March, 1919. The objects in view are set forth in the Resolution. 

(c) The member is referred to the catalogue of English Records 
1758-1868 issued by the Records Department of the Government of 
Bengal, a copy of which is laid on the Library table. This (catalogue 
relates only to records kept in the record-room in Calcutta. There 
are also old records in district record-rooms, some of which are being 
printed. 

(d) The records in Calcutta are housed in fi rooms in the Secretarial 
and a staff is employed for mending them. There are press-lists and 
calendars of some of the oldest record'*, and some old recni-ds have 
l)een printed in c.rL-«.?o. Recently, the General letters to and from the 
Court of Directors 1771-1858 have been indexed. A complete list of 
publications so far issued is placed on the Idhrarv table. 

Evei7 assistance is afforded to scholars who undertake resc^arch by 
the staff of the record-room. 


Buildings for registration offices and quarters for Sub- Registrars. 

22. Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: {a) Will the lion’ble 
Minister in charge of the Department of Education (Registration) be 
pleased to state whether it is a fact that rural Sub-Registrars are 
suffering from want of house and office aecommodatioii and in many 
places they cannot have their families with themP 

(5) Are the Government taking any steps to remove this grievance? 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of EDUCATION 
(REGISTRATION) (the Hon’Me Hadji Mr. A. K. Abu Ahmed Khan 
Chuznavi: (a) Government are aware of the need for suitable buildings 
for registration offices and quarters of Sub-Registrars. 

(b) Each year steps are taken for the erection of suitable buildings. 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: I did not give notice 
of any such question. It is evidently a misprint. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Which one do you mean? 
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M HARENDRANATN GHAUDHURIl No. 22, whioli ^4* in 

my name. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I am informed that it is a misprint for Rai 
Satyendra Nath Roy Choudluiri Bahadur. 


Hooghly Madrasih. 

23. Matllvi ABDUL KARIM: (V?) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Department of Education be pleased to state whether it 
is in the contemiilation of the (lovernment to remove the Hw^ghly 
Madrasah from its present site? 

(h) Is it a fact that Mu.s.salmans have raised objection to the removal 
of the Madrasah from its present site? 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of EDUCATION (Um 
H on’bte Mr, Byomkee. Chakravarti): (a) The matter is under con- 
sideration, hut no decision has lH‘en taken by (iovernment. 

(b) Yes. 

Mauivi ABUL KA8EM: Will the (b>vernment l>e pleased to state 
if it is a fact that the building in which the Madrasah is located was 
originally a Madrasah build'ng and that other se<mlar institutions 
came in by suft'eraru'e? 

The Hon’ble Mr. BY0MKE8 CHAKRAVARTI: 1 am afraid my 

friend will have to give me notice of this. 


Report of the Sanskrit Coliege Committee. 

24. Rai JADUNATH MAZUMDAR Bahadur: Will the Hon’ble 
MinisUo’ in charge of the Department of Education be pleased 
to lay on the table the report of the Sanskrit College Committee on the 
improvement of the Sanskrit College, Calcutta, together with the 
remarks, if any, of the 1’rincipal of the Odlege on the subject? 

The HorVble Mr. BY0MKE8 CHAKRAVARTI: The report is laid 
on the Library table. 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: Will the Government 
be pleased to state what steps they contemplate to take to give effect 
to the recommendations of the report? 

Tha Hon*bl0 Mr. BY0MKE8 CHAKRAVARTI: I cannot tell my 
friend what the intention of the Government is, as that has not yet 
been decided. 
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AMItiofl and anialgafiiitioii of oeitaiii |Mtio»4taiiOM of Iww. 

25. Rai JADUNATH MAZUMDAR Bahadur: (a) WiU the Hon’ble 
Member in charge of the Police Department be pleased to state 
whether he is aware of the fact — 

(f) that the abolition of the police-station at Cbaugacba, Jessore, 
has caused serious inconvenience to the public ; 

(n) that the proposed abolition of the police-station at Nowapara, 
Jessore, has caused alarm in the public mind; and 

(til) that the abolition of the police-station at Ealia, Jessore, has 
caused inconvenience to the public? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Member be pleased to state what steps, if any, the Government are 
proposing taking in the matter? 

Thd Hofl’bla Mr* A. N. MOBERLY: (^i) (?) Government have 
received no representation on the subjed. 

(it) and (til) The amalgamation of Nowapiira with Abhaynagar 
))ol ice-station and of Ealia with Naragiinti police-station were ordered 
as a result of the Retrenchment Committee’s proposals after considera- 
tion of the representations of the inhabitants (oncerned. Government 
are aware that a certain amount of inconvenience is caused by these 
readjustments, but it is not possible to effect economies without some 
inconvenience. 

(b) The (juestion does not arise. 


Obstruction of footpaths by hawkers in Calcutta. 

26. Mr. KIRAN 6ANKAR ROY: (a) Is the Hon’ble Member in 
charge of tJie Police Department aware that footpaths of many public 
roads in (’ulcuttu, c.//., Harrison Hoad near the Howrah Bridge, 
Circular Road opposite to Sealdah, are obstructed by hawkers selling 
and displaying their goods, and thereby muse great inconvenience to 
the public? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Member Ih» pleased to stale whether the Government are considering 
the desimhility of taking immediate steps to pi^event such obstruction 
of public thoroughfares? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: (a) Yes. 

(b) The hawkers obtain licenses on payment from the Calcutta 
Corporation, and they cannot be prevented from using any particular 
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stmts or places. The only action the police can and do take is to pro* 
secute them when they are definitely ohstrocting the footpath to the 
inconvenience of the general public. This, however, is not effective as 
fhe penalty inflicted is not deterrent. Government have so far been 
unable to devise any measures l)eyond continuing the present policy of 
prosecuting for obstruction. 

Mr. A. G. BANERdEE: May I ask the Hon’ble Member whether 
he is aware that it is the duty of the Police and not of the Calcutta 
Corporation to remove these obstructions wherever found? 

The Hon’bie Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: I have already said that the 
Police prosecute these people when they are foumi definitely olwtruct- 
ing the footpath, and causing inconvenience to the general public. 

Mr. A. C. BANERJEE; AVill the Hon’hle Meml>er tell me how 
many prosecutions, and in respect of which roads, have Wu made by 
the ]^)lice, within the last 12 nionfhsP 

• 

The Hon'ble Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: I would ask for a notice of 
that. 


Alleged oongeetiofi of civil cfiiieelt it Noafchali. 

27. Maifivi ABDUL COFRAN. (a) Is the lion ’hie Meinl>er in 
charge of tin* Judicial Departfiient aware that there is a congestion of 
civil appeals in the District Judge’s (\>urt at Noakhali? 

(h) What steps do the Government intend to adopt for the early 
disposiil of appeals In the District Judge’s (’ourt at Noakhali? 

(c) Are the Government considering the desirahiiity of posting a 
permanent second Suhordinate Judge at Noakhali? 

MEMBER In charge of JUDICIAL DEPARTMEIIT (the Hon’llle 
Mr. A. N. Moberly): (n) (b»vernment have no present information on 
tlie subject. 

(h) Government will await the recommendations of the District 
Judge and High Court in the matter. 

(c) No. 


Prostitution in periodical fairs. 

28. Rai JADUNATH MAZUMDAR Bahadur: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble Member in charge of the Police Department he pleased to 
state whether the Government is aware that periodical fairs are held 
in many parts of Bengal? 
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(6) Is it a fact that prostitutes are allowed to carry on their trade 
in many of those fairs almost openly in temporary shelters erected for 
the occasion? 

(c) If the answer to (b) is in the affirmatire, will the Hon’ble 
Member be pleased to state whether the Government are considering 
the desirability of taking any steps to prevent such practices in the 
interest of public health and morality? 

The Hon’Me Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: (a) Tes. 

(h) I l)elievp it is a fact that prostitution is practised in temporary 
shelters at many fairs. 

(c) The reply is in the negative. There are serious practical diffi- 
culties in the way of dealing with this evil, and Government believe 
that the Council recognised this fact by rejecting two private Bills for 
the suppression of brothels in fairs in 1923 and 1926. 


Silting up of the Brahmaputra. 

29. Mr. ANANDA MOHAN PODDAR: {<i) Will the Hon’ble 
Member in charge of the Department of Irrigation be pleased to state 
whether it has been found that the river Brahmaputra is gradually 
silting up from its mouth at Kalagachia tow'ards the interior of the 
Narayanganj sulKlivision ? 

(h) Is the Ilon’ble Member aware that many parts of the river and 
eK|)ecially up to Langalband, the famous place of Hindu pilgrimage, 
are not at all navigable in the dry season ? 

(r) Are the Government considering the desirability of excavating 
the river or of taking other effeMive steps in the near future to improve 
navigation ? 

MEMBER in ohtrgo of DEPARTMENT of IRRIGATION (tho 
Hon’blo Nmab BMtatfur Myid Nawab Ali Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur): 

(a) Yes. 

(h) Yes. 

(c) There are no such proposals before Government. 


Muhammadans on tho ministerial staff of the District Judge's OIBcOy 
Chittagong. 

ao. Khan Sahib Mauivi ADBU8 8ATTAR: Will the Hon’bie 
Member in charge of the Judicial Department be pleased to state what 
effect is being given to the Government circular for providing 45 per 
cent. Mussalmans in the ministerial vstaff of the District Judge’s office. 
Chittagong? 
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Pv M. 

Vlli Hon^bla Mr» A. N. MOBEELY: No such cirt'ular has been 
The oppointment of miniaterml ofiietrs in civil courts rests 
with the District Judge under section 30 of the Bengal, Agra and 
Assam Civil Courts Act. The policy of Ooverninent in i'es|>ect of 
increased employment of Mussalmun.s has been brought to the notice of 
the District Judge. C^iittagong. 


Administration of the Forest Department of the Ohittagong distriot. 

31. Khan Sahib Mauivi ABDU8 SATTAR; {n) Will the Hon’hle 
Member in charp^ of the Department of lleveiiue (Foiests^ he pleased 
to state whether the DovpMiiiient have rweiveil any re|H»rt from the 
District Officer of Chittagong regarding any public complaint in the 
administration of the Forest Department of the district? 

{h) If the answer to (a) is in the athrmative. will the lloiride 
MerafaT he pleased to state what action, if any. has hitherto l)een 
taken on the report ? 

MEMBER in charge*of DEPARTMENT of REVENUE (FORESTS) 
(the Hon*ble Nawab Bahadur Saiyid Nawab AM Chaudhuri, Khan 
Bahadur): (oi No. 

(h) Does not arist*. 


Non^dflciat Businoss. 

Motion for Ad]oummont. 

Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: 1 usk the leave of the House to 
move a motion for the adjournment of the business of this Council 
under rule 11 of the Council Manual for the following purpose: That 
the husine>> of the Council Im^ adjoui‘m*d ” 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Dr. Hoy, would you please hand over the 
statement to me? 

(Statement haifded ovei.i 

Mr. PRESIDENT: l/ea>e has lieen asked to move a motion for 
the adjournment of the Houh<» by Dr. Bidhan Chandra Uoy, and I 
have given m> c<m.sent to it. It runs thus: — 

“ That the business of the (.\mncil do adjourn for the purpose of 
discusaing a definite matter of urgent public importance, namely, 
the firing on the Bengal Nagpur Bailwav employees and strikers at 
Kharagpur on the llth February.'’ 

Does any meiiilier obje<»t to this motion being moved? 

<No member objected.) 
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Mrs PRESIDENT: I take it that the member has the leave of the 
Council, and I fix 5 o’clock for the discussion of this motion. 

Dr. DIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: Thank you, Sir. 

Resoliftiofit 

(on matters of general public interest). 

Mr. PRESIDENT. I have received a communication from Maulvi 
Abdul Karirn asking me to postpone the consideration of his motion 
on the' ground of his ill-health, so the resolution regarding opeiation 
of the Public (:lambling Act to certain Unions in Howrah goes to the 
bottom of the list along w'ith the amendment. 


Provision for the salary of one more Muslim Minister. 

Maulvi MOHAMED SADEQUE: Sir, before I move my resolution, 
I rise to a point of order. 1 submitted some amendments to my 
resolution, but they have been disallowed 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Would you move your rewdution; you liave 
my leave to move it only. 

Maulvi MOHAMED SADEQUE: I beg to move that this Council 
recommends to the Oovernment to approach His Excellency the 
(t(»vernor for making provision for the salary of one more Muslim 
Minister in the next nniiiial Hudget. 

Sir, it is known to the House that Ministers have been placed in charge 
of the nation-building departments. In the first Council three Ministers 
were entrusted with the-st* de[mrtinents, and in the second Council also 
three Ministers were ap|M)inted to carve out some good out of Diarchy. 
One had to go out of office and then the ministerial tangle commenced : 
his plat'e was not filled in. The same nation-building departments 
have now been placed under two Ministers! Are we to understand that 
the present Ministers are able to manage the depaHments placed under 
their charge — at least to their satisfaction, not to 8{>eak of the satisfac* 
tion of the C'ouncillors and the public. If the answer be in the affirma- 
tive, can we not legitimately and reasonably ask the Government what 
right it had in tlie first (\)uncil to stiuauder public money by retaining 
the ser\dce of a third Minister. And if the answer be in the negative, 

I can reasonably and justly enquire why only two Ministers have been 
charged with these departments P Do the Government really desire to 
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86» the transferred departments suceessfilUy managed or is it a 4mm 
diow of entrusting Indians with some portfolios whether or not they 
can manage them, whether or not these can be worked out to the l>est 
adyantage of the public. Or is it another way of allowing the Indian 
Civil Service to manage the transferred departments in the henaiiu of 
the Ministers? 

Sir, we the 38 Muslim Councillors have come to the Council with 
the avowed intention and mandate from our constituencies, to work out 
the unworkable Reforms, if we are given a chance. Rut, Sir, as sf>oii 
as we were sworn in we were put on the two horns of a dilemma. His 
Excellency the Governor enunciated that owing to communal tension 
we would have only one Minister out of two, and if we reject the denmnd 
for the salaries of two Ministers, His Excellency would take it to mean 
that we would not like Diarchy to be revived. We voted for the demand 
then only to show that we were as eager as Government was to work 
Diarchy. We have kept our faith with Government, and now we are 
waiting to see if GoverlmuMit in its turn gives us our just dues. The 
first part of His Excellency’s declaration was unfair inasmuch a^ we 
were offered a disproportionate share in the Ministry. From His 
Excellency's declaration, it logically followed that communal tension is, 
as if, the monopoly of Bengal, and that the Muslims are alone resjaui- 
sible for Jt. May I ask the Government of Bengal: “ Are or were 
Bihar and Orissa, the Central Provinces, the United Provinces. Madias, 
and the Punjab, free from communal tension? Were not mowt brutal, 
organised, deliberate, outrages committed against the unarmed innocent 
Moslems? Did the (fovernment of those provinces take up a similar 
attitude? Is it not u fai t that in Madras and in the Central Provinces 
all the Ministers are non^Muslim in spite of <‘ommiinal tension prevail- 
ing in those places?” The only answer available is that Goveifiment 
does not care for the feeling or interest of the Muslims, for the daim 
of the Muslim can be ignored, overlmiked, superseded, to please the 
non-Muslims, because the Muslims have no terrorist cugauisations at 
their credit, Muslims cannot manufactuie Iwimbs and commit {aditical 
daroities? Government i.s anxious to please the party or community 
from whom it apprehends danger and it only placates the Muslim as a 
means to an end, and as mkui ns (he cause is gone Government care- 
fully manages to escape from (he situatiot}, sometimes ^ith tin* plea 
of expediency, sometimes with that of efficiency, and sometimes with 
plea| of experience. Whenever the Muslims are in a tK»sition to 4and 
on just grounds, Government does not fail to invent a new and novel 
plea to get out of it. Justice demands that we should be given two 
Ministers for we have it from His Excellency’s mouth that in th^ 
first Council one Muslim and two non-Muslims were taken in projiortioii 
to the relative strength of each community. Why does not Govern- 
ment apply the same adopted principle now. No, that is not to be, 
for the Muslim will then get an advantage, and the other community 
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may be dissatisfied. Sir, Government promulgates circulars apparently 
to safeguard the interests of the Muslims, but only to be transgressed ! 
That remains a paper show only. 

Sir, I may begin with the Queen's Proclamation and go on counting 
broken promises and unredeemed pledges : the number is endless. 
Promises and pledges made to the Muslims are always written pn the 
sand. Sir, can any one in this Council rightly assert that our claim for 
another Minister is unjust or unfair under the present strength of the 
co-operating groujis of each community!'’ Sir William Hunter writing 
in 1872 says ; — 

I 

“ Fj’om the highest officials to the lowest there was now' a firm con- 
viction that we have failed in our duty to the Muhammadan subject of 
the Queen. A great section of the Indian population, some 30 millions 
in number, finds itself decaying under British rule. They, w’ho but 
yesterday were the conquerors and governors of the land, can find no 
subsist eiKc in it to-day ” 

And again, 

“ It is not tliat they must now take an ecpial chance with the 
Hindus in the race of life, but that at least in Bengal, they have ceased 
to have a chance at all ” 

Sir, 1 staml on constitutional practice, and 1 can confidently assert 
that l)iar< liy has lieeii re\iv4*(l more with Muslim votes than with non- 
Muslim votes and w’e can legitimately demand tliat Muslims should be 
a<le(iuatel\ represented in the Ministry. 

Sir, though the co-operating Muslim Councillors number 38, yet 
•tMUiiiscl and protection is sought from the party commanding one-third 
-of our strength. Acceptane** »ir iioii-ncceptance of ofH(‘e does not lie 
with us, but with the other group which is to select who amongst us 
w ill l:e palatable to tlieni. The order is never reversed. 

1 do not like to dilate on this subject longer. The Government 
benches or an,\ other groups ma\ not vote with us in our just and legi- 
timate demand, hut with wlml face or grace one can afterwards count 
-on or seek our supjHutl^ thie may like to l)e neutral to get out of the 
.situation, huf he is to remember that we also have learnt how to replay 
the game W'itii equal advantage. Did the Government remain neutral 
at the time of the election of the President? Was it not decid^ in 
the Secretariat in the morning which w'ny the wind? would blow?' Gov- 
ernment may not supiKu t us now, but I am sure the day is fast coming 
when our Rupjwrt will be sought. I only ask the Government benches 
to |)onder, to consider, before they decide one way or the other. We 
want justice, bare justice, even-handed justice, but no mercy and no 
favour. 
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1/^Sir, when I began to move this resolution, I was struggling with 
thoughts; I was balancing between hopes and fears but by 
degreess 1 felt myself more firm. I derived at length some confidence 
f^om what in other circuiiKstances usually produce timidity; for judg- 
ing of what the honourable members are by what they ought to be, I 
persuaded myself that honourable members wtmld not reject a reason- 
able proposition because it has nothing but its reasons to recommend it. 

Sir, if Government wants to stick to its policy--! mean that m 
these days of communal tension that loaves and fishes will l)e equally 
divided — let the (ioverninent extend this very same jirinciple to other 
branches of its administration, n:., the judiciary, the (’alcutta Police, 
etc., and we shall be satisfied. My idea is nothing more. Plain gtM)d 
intention, which is as easily discovered at the first sight as fraud is 
surely detected at last, is let me say, of no mean ft)rce ifi the govern- 
ment of mankind. Genuine desire, simplicity of heart, and sincerity of 
purjK>se, are undoubtedly a healing ami cementing primdple. I charge 
the Government in the name of justice, fairness, and also in the name 
of Pritish constitution ty say if my proposal dt>es not stand on its merit. 
Do not allow British justice to Im^ depre(‘iated - to 1m* sohl at a di.HCount. 
Sir, by degrees the Muslim world is losing faith in Hritish justice. 
The fair name of the British Empire is l»eing impairetl, the fair name 
of British justice is being lost, the Government is Iw^ing discredited, 
and it is the duty of those who him* the custodian of Britisli justi(‘e, 
and arg responsible to the British (foveriiment and Go<l, to see that the 
Muslim (.’ouncilb)rs— nay, the entire Muslim Bengal -get a fair and 
just treatment at their hands, so that the Muslims may sing with heart 
and voice : 

“ God save the King; 

Ij(mg live the British Empire.” 

With these words, Sir, I (*ommend my resolution for your ac«*eptance. 

Mauivi SYEO MAQBUL HUSAIN: I wish to supjKirt this 
resolution. 

KKtfi Sahib Mauivi ABDUS SATTAB: Sir, while I rise to supjKirt 
this 1 ‘eHolution, 1 would like to put my reasons on a different footing. 
Ijast time, when the grant for the .salaries of two Ministers ciime up, 
many of us had occasion to speak, and we then gave an indication that 
we were not satisfied with the numW of Ministers proposed; we 
are not satisfied with what His Excellency told us regarding the 
pcdicy of the appointment of Ministers, namely, one Muslim and the 
other from the Hindu community. That was our indication (hen; we 
should now indicate clearly what we want. The point before us is 
this. Most of us agree, and I think reasonably agree, that there 



58 


EE80LUTI0NS. 


[22kd Fsb. 


should he more Ministers than two, for the simple reason that for •all 
the years the Reforms has been in existence — mean for the period 
during? which it has been worked — we always had three Ministers, and 
in if the transferred departments have got to be developed, if 

pj()|)er attention has got to be paid to these departments, and if suffix 
(icnt r aie has got to be taken as regards them, there can be no ques- 
tion that two Ministers are quite insufficient. 

Tile next question is w'hether w'e should have three or four Ministers. 
That i'i the second stage. With regard to this question, I personally 
have no particular liking as to the numl)er, but one thing has got to 
l>e said; whatever we decide about this number, a few other things 
have got to be looked into. What are our requirements, and what is 
our financial jiosition? If our requirements are for four, and if the 
financial position allows it, by all means let us have four. It is not 
nec essaiT to starve our nation-building departments if we can afford 
it, but I am afraid I do not know whether, having a large number 
(»t Executive Councillors we should have an ecjually large number of 
Ministers, and whether our funds would he sufficient for the puri)ose. 
I am afraid that would mean a very large expenditure, and I would 
therefore suggest three Ministers. Then, if we decide to have three 
Ministers, the next point to consider is whether the thii*d should be 
a Kuroi>ean, a Muslim or a Hindu gentleman. His Excellency gave 
us to understand that if a third Minister were appointed, he would 
probably be a Euro]>ean. I could not follow^ the logic of that; pro- 
bahly His Excellency’s idea w'as to l)alance the three communities. 
I may say that the numlx»r of the Eiiroiwui community is not very 
huge and they do not need to have their interests protected. I should 
say they should not have a Minister from their community. Then it 
remains to he seen whether the third should l)e a Muhammadan or a 
Hindu. There are one or two i>f)ints in favour of Maulvi Sadeque’s 
claim for a Muslim Minister. His Excellency told us in his speech 
that though the precedent was to have two Muhammadans and one 
Hindu as w'as the case last time, this time he was not going to follow 
this precedent Ikhuusc of the state of communal feeling in the pro- 
vinre. That is a good idea, I should say, and it was said with the 
Ije.Nt of motives, but the thing is that ciicumstances liave altered a 
little — not only a little, but a good -deal— *now\ Recent happenings 
regaiding the selection of Ministers, namely; what took place towards 
the end of tTaiuiury, has got a great bearing on this question. The 
abrupt calling of Sir Abd-uivRahini by His Excellency to form a 
Miuistrj’, the nbruj^t request for his resignation, all these have got 
a great l>eariiig on the question of the appointment of the third Mitiis- 
ter. Muhammadan feelings have been disturlied and a lot of communal 
tension has been created all over the country. Thousands of boys 
paraded the streets, people have been persecuting us in our villages 
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with resolutions and threats, and everyone thinks that His Exoelloney 
has not given us an opportunity of having the services of a reliable 
man like Sir Abd*ur*Rahim. 1 say, Sir, that Muhammadan feeling 
has been very much estiunged, and it is necessary to allay these feel- 
ings. Our Hindu breathren also, I should think, should not mind it, 
if n third Muslim Minister is apjiointed. 

Another reason why I supinirt this is that considering the number 
of the Muhammadans — c(M))>erutitig Muhnmmadaus— in this (buncil, 
W'e are entitled to have two Muhammadan Ministers. We all of us 
came through the last election pleilged to supiMirt dyarchy, and we 
number 38, whilst the uuiuIkm' of co-oi>erating Hindus is only 12 or H. 
On this ground alone, Sir, we should have two Muhammadan Ministers. 

The last reason why we should have two Muhammadan Ministers is 
that this year there were 4 highly-paid offices in the gift of (iovernnient , 
including the Presidentshij). Of these two have gone to the Hindus. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: T think you had better eonfine yourself to the 
resolution. 


Khan Sahib Maulvi ABDUS SATTAR: Sir. 1 ha\e finished my 
sjieech. 

MauHi 8YED MAQBUL HUSAIN: His Kxcelleni'y the Oovernor 
said in his spin*!’!! that he was reluctant to app<*ar to favour any purti- 
<ular community— either the Hindu or the Muhammadan — at the 
expense of tlie other in exercising his right of prerogative of apjNiint- 
ing Ministers. He further said (hat after the election of he 

apiaiinted two Muhuinmudan Ministers and one Hindu Minister Wcause 
that W’us the combinatipii which was justified by the relative number 
of the co-operating mernhers of the rouncil. Hut unfortunately this 
Ministry did not last. In the present ('oiincil what is the relative 
uumWr of the Hindu and the Muhammadan HUpiKirters of the Coumul— 
12 Hindus and 38 Muhammadans. How the present combination of 
one Hindu aird one Muhammadan Minister is justified by the relative 
minilHT of Miipjwrters, I fail to understand. By granting one Minister to 
the Muhumnuidan community and one to the Hindu community, His Ex- 
cellency evidently apiK'ars to favour the Hindu community at the exjiense 
of the Muhammadan community. From 1921 to 1923 two Hindu Minis- 
ters and one Muhammadan Minister administered the nation-building 
dejmrtnients. The tw'o Muhammadan Ministers of 1924 had to go 
out of office within six months and therefore the Muhammadan c>om- 
munity of Ben^l could not have the op{iortunity of utilising their 
aervices for a term of full three years for tfaetiplifi of ibeir community 
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and ako of the country. In order to try two Muhammadan Ministers 
for a full teiin of three years the Muslims of Bengal are very earnest 
and tliat was the reason vfhy you find to-day 38 Muhammadan members 
who have pledged to work the Eeforms; but as ill luck would have it, 
ihe circumstances have lieen so created by some political blunders that 
the working of the Eeforms has been very critical. When His Excel- 
lency iinnounced the appointment of two Ministers only — one Hindu 
and one Muhammadan — the Muslim members were mostly unwilling to 
HUpjH)!*! the Ministers^ salaries for these two months but as His 
ExcelleruT declared that the rejection of this salarj^ would be an indi- 
cation that the (’ouncil does not w^ant to work the Eeforms, the Muslim 
m(‘ml>eis in a Ixxly supported the Ministers’ salaries with a view to 
have the op|M)rtunity of urging ui>on the Government to give them their 
just lights, that is, services of two Muhammadan Ministers for a full 
lenn (if three years. Jf they are disapiiointed in their demand of 
legitimate riglits it is not unlikely tliat they would turn round and 
,thr<jw out the Ministers* salaries for the next year. 

J would therefore earnestly up|>eal to the members of this House 
that they should not demur iu giving the Muslim members their jinst 
rights and save th;» constitution from this imjiending catastrophy. 


Mauivi 8YED ATIQULLAH: Sir, an identical resolution, stands 
in my namef and 1 rise to support the resolution. The position of the 
Muhaminudan members of this ('ouncil is very clear. They have been 
returned with a mandate to support the diarchy. But the constituencies 
by dioi’chy meant the diarchy that existed in the last Gouncil, but was 
ultimately killed. In this way, Sir, the resolution embodies the desim 
and the demands of the inillicms of Mussulmans of Bengal. This 
demand of the Mussulmans, Sir, is perfectly legitimate and fair. 
Diarchy was revived on the J7th January more with the help of the 
Mussulman members than with the help of the Hindu members. Of 
the» (Mwijierating groups of elected members of this Council the Mussul- 
mans form the largest group. Sir, it is a constitutional practice to 
form the Ministry from the group I'onsisting of the largest number of 
members willing to form the Ministry. Is it, Sir, then unreasonable 
for the Muhammadan group to demand that the Ministry be formed 
out of their groups I say, Sir, it is not. Yet, Sir, I do not desire 
that the Ministry he formed out of their grtmp only. I am willing to 
concede to the claims of the other groups willing to co-operate. All 
that I want is that we should have a preponderating number. 

Sir, it may .be said that the Muhammadans are divided. It may 
be so as reganltl the petmnneh But so far as the main issue is con- 
cerned to wit, the working of the Reforms, we are one and nniiedy aa 
ibe voting on the 17th January has shown and the voting to^ay will# 
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So if the right persons are selected we will become automatically 
united and all difference and division that exists as regards the pertonn-el 
will vanish away immediately^ and we will all work the Reforms hand 
in hand. 

Sir, the reason for init giving the Muhamiiuidans a preponderating 
number is stated to be the (ominunal tension existing in Bengal. Sir, 
is the communal tension existing in Bengal onlyH Is it not the com- 
munal wave surging all over India)" Hus there I)een no communal 
riot in Central l*nivince.sP But what is the situation there)* The 
Ministry there is a purely coimminal Ministry. Then Sir, in Madraa 
also there is no Muhaininadun Minister. So, Sir, in the circumstaucea 
the reason is merely an excuse to deprive the Muhainnuidans of theif 
just rights and claims. 

His Excellency has stated his policy and is reluctant to appear tf> 
favour either community at the expense of the other in exercising the 
prerogative of app<»inting Ministers. But, Sir, is the pidicy and the 
principle involved in s^ich reluctamn* being afiplied in matters othei 
than appointment of Ministers)* No. Has this policy been applied in 
the C£0»e of nomination of the memliers of this Council and the election 
of the, I*resident)^ Is the policy lieing applied in other (Jovernmeiit 
appointments and all other matters that are in the gift of the (Govern- 
ment)" Xo. Then, why, Sir, this policy should he applieii in the case 
of Ministers only)" So, Sir, I say the reason is no reason at all, it is- 
only a subterfuge to evade the claims of the uirnffemling Muhammadans, 
Amdher reason why I support this resolution is that the increase in 
the numlHT of Ministers is a necessity for the better and efHeient work- 
ing of the transferred subjects. It is neeessarv that the Ministers are 
not overburdened with portfolios so that (hey ean dev(»te more time, 
attention and energy to the development of the departments in theii 
charge. 

In the cireuinstances I ho|>e that this Couneil will not grudge thif» 
just elaim of the Muhammadans but will pass it and by doing so usher 
an era of good will and spirit once more. 


Mauivi KHOR8HED ALAM CHOUDHURY: The motion lM»fore 
the House may be ( (rnsidered controversial in certain quarters and is 
perhaps looke<l u|ion with hostility by some mem tiers of this Council, 
But if it is pro[)erly analysed all grounds of opimsition are hound to* 
vanish. I should, however, lie doing more harm than good by supjiort- 
ing the resolution if I do not state in the very lieginriing that it should 
be viewed in an impersonal manner. I am fully aware of the feelings 
tibiat have been roused in the country by the manner in which the 
preaent Ministry has been formed, ^t I snlanit, Sir, that oppoaiitir 
thk resolution would not be the most suitable method of expressing' 
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one’s disapproval of a given Ministry. His Excellency in liis open- 
ing speech in this Council has indicated the lines on which such dis- 
approval can be expressed and how the selection of the most approved 
persons can be secured. I would, therefore, implore the House, and 
the Muslim members of it in particular, to examine the question on 
its own merits. 

The resolution resolves itself into two parts, viz,, whether there 
should be throe Ministers in Bengal instead of two, and w'hether it is 
not just aiud proper that the third Minister should be selected from 
the Muslim group. As regards the first question, I would ask the 
House to reconsider that there were three Ministers in the first 
refonned Council. For the first year or two the Ministers did mostly 
routine work, and it was only during the closing years of their term 
that they were able to initiate schemes in the nation -building depart- 
ments. Most of those schemes were left by them in an embryonic 
stage, and even those that were developed could nat be pushed 
through for want of funds. Now that those schemes have been 
developed and the financial situation has been easier, the work in those 
dej)artments has increased by 50 per cent. liook at the amount of 
work awaiting the Education Minister who is required to give Bengal 
a system of universal primary education and to bring about reforms 
in the premier TTniversity of India. 

Think of the time and labour the Ix)cal Self-Government Minister 
will have to devote to his work if he is to devise ways and means of 
treeing Bengal of Malaria and Knln-a/.ar and to i)rovide its inhabi- 
tunis with A system of water-supply that will protect them against 
xdiolera and other feH diseases. And then imagine the efforts that are 
required of the Minister for Agriculture if he is to rid the country of 
the wuter-hyucinth pest and if he is to help the raiyat to free himself 
from the clutches of the mahujun and enable him to increase the 
yield of his soil by better tillage and more extensive irrigation and 
ultinuitely to realise better vtilue from his crops. A comparison 
l)etween the volumes <»f work in the Reserved and Transferretl sides 
of the Government would also, 1 am sure, justify the view' that if four 
Members are lequiiH'd in the Reserved departments there .should be 
at least three Ministers for the proper administration of the Trans- 
ferred ones. 

Turning now to the second part of the resolution, I am at once 
confronted with the views expresseil by His Excellency in hi.s opening 
speech. With all deference to those views, I would submit, Sir, that, 
however justified they might have l>een at the time, they admit of 
revision in the light of what has transpired since then. If the 
stability and the siu'cess of the Ministry depends on Ra having a 
majority of the Councillors behind it, it is the pari of wiadom to select 
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Hmisters in such a way as to ensure the support ot the majority. 
The voting on the demand for Ministers' salaries has disclosed the 
fact that while the Hindu>co*operators number only 16 the Mussaiman 
co-operators number as many as 38. It follows, therefore, that, for 
the sake of fairness as well as for the purpose of ensuring support for 
the Ministry, there should be two Muslim Ministers and one Hindu 
Minister in the present Council. The circumstances in this case are 
so very peculiar that the question of partiality does not arise. No 
Muslim accused Lord Ronaldshay of partiality when he appointed two 
Hindu Ministers and one Miu^lini Minister. There is then no reason 
why any of my Hindu brethren should impute motives to his 
Excellency Iionl Lytton if he now upiMiints two Muslims and one 
Hindu. His Excellency has referred to the tension of communal 
feelinpfs in recent times. But have not all apprehensions on that 
score been dissipated by the spectacle of the leader of the music 
before mosque agitation and the leader of the Raj. Rajeswari pnx'es- 
sion collalwrating fraternally in the husine.ss of Government. I re|)eat, 
Sir. it is the part of the statesmanship to de<‘i(le each question on its 
own merits and to adjust things according to the requirements of a 
given situation. AVith these wonls 1 lend my liumble huj>|k>H to the 
resolution. 


Kazi EMDADUL HOQUE: J rise to opiKise the rcHolufiou not 
l>ef'ause J do not like to have two Muhammadan Ministei^s but bei'ause 
I do not like to have any Minister at all, whether Hindu, Muham- 
mailan or ('liristian. Ministry has gvit no charm or fascination for 
the Swaraj party. The party to which I hold fast has deidaied that 
we should oppo.se the Ministry by all meaiis. Now, Sir, it seeina from 
ike speeches and letters of .several of my Muhaiumudaii friends as 
if they have come here to work the Reforms and to advance the 
cause of the Muhammadan community and that I have come here as 
a renegade to go against the Muhammadan interest. To them I say 
Sir. that I am a born Muhammadan and as such I cannot go against 
the Muhammaduti interest. Whenever a question of Muhammadan 
interest will come I will always uphold their cause. But here lies 
tlie difficulty- what 1 shall call the Muhammadan interest they will 
call it not and what thev will call Muhanttnadan interest I may call 
it not. Now, Sir, relitrious differences there are and religious 
'difference's there must be in all ages and in all climes, but that is no 
reason wbv we. Hindus and Muhammadans, should not Inith work 
shoulder to shoulder particularly when we have to confront a bureaucratic 
Government. My friends sav that they have got some work to do for the 
advancement of the cause of the Muhammadan interest. I aMf tbem, 
Sir, whether they have got any cut and dried policy of their own. 
One party I at least know professed that they would go against the 
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formation of Ministry but when the question of Ministers^ salary 
came l>efore us they sided with the Government. So I say, Sir, that 
they have got no policy of their own whereas the Swaraj party has 
got a policy of its own and so long as this party will exist it will 
always have a policy of its own and that is why I have joined this 
party. The other parties have no principle of their own, and they 
should iiot stultify themselves by. abusing others. 

Mwihri ABUL KA8EM: I feel that I cannot record a silent vote on 
this nioticm. I regret, however, that in discussing the motion before 
tlie House some matters have been introduced which, I am afraid, are 
not appropriate and which have raised unfortunately certain communal 
questions. I wish that my friend in sending his motion had not con- 
fined himself to the appointment of a Muhammadan Minister, but 
asked for another Minister without specifying whether that particulai' 
gentleman should he a Hindu, Muhammadan or European. Sir, I 
feel that too much has been made of the fact that the number of co- 
operating Hindus or co-operating Muhammadans is this or that. I do 
not forget that a large — I may say the most organised and the most 
influential — section of the Hindu members are to-day following a policy 
of which J do not approve, but which has to be reckoned with. There- 
fore, the ({uestion of numbers so far as the House is concerned or so far .as 
the co-operating Hindus or co-operating Muhammadans are concerned 
does not arise at all in the appointment of Ministers, Too much has 
been made of this, and 1 regret to find that on that very account a 
small minoi’ity has been placed in the position of dictator in a House 
of 140, However, if I give my support to this motion I wish it to l)e 
distinctly underst<K>d that I do not pledge mys4[*lf either to the question 
of Ministers remaining or our Government l)eing I'anied on without 
Ministers. If I give my support to the motion it is on the clear under- 
tiianding that if the Ministers have to be in office, we ought to have 
uiore than two. 1 know* that this Government of Bengal, or for the 
matter of that the Government of India and all provincial Govern- 
ments are absolutely top-heavy. But at the some time, considering 
the Government of Bengal and its cabinet, I find that there are 4 
Members of the Executive (\)uncil, and if my information is correct,. 
I think there was some difficulty in the Secretariat after 
the appointment of Ministers not in finding work for the 
Ministers, hut in finding work for the Members who worked ' 
the Reserved departments to keep them engaged. The Miuistere 
are entrusted with a large number of departments and very important 
departments — I will not use the hackneyed phrase nation-buildittg 
departments — some of them being of very recent origin requiring a 
good deal of careful handling and nursing before they can be success- 
fuL Therefore, Sir, I think that if we have to run the diarchy, wa 
must run it on a satisfactory and practical basis. We must give 
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suWment scope to the Ministers to enable them to lay down a definite 
jKjiicy »nd to carry it out. Sir, we have l)een told times without 
number that if we want self-g-overnraent we must come foiward to co- 
operate. So far as I am concerned, and so far as a large sectitm of the 
community to which I belong are concerned, we have always come 
forward to co-operate with (lovernment — ^and I think the i>eople of 
this country are quite prepared to co-operate with (Government — but 
the question is whether the (roveriinient is prepared to <‘o-oi>erate with 
us or not. Co-opt*rati(»n dops not mean absolute submission — co-4)pera- 
tion means a mutual understanding between two parties and to come to 
an arrangement by which the work of the administration can l»e carried 
<»n with siitisfaction to both. Sir, that co-o})eration, I regret to find, 
is found lacking on the part of (Government. Sir, it has Iwnm said — 
why ask for two Muslim Ministers — I Avill say — iH»t l>e<‘aiise tlie ntimber 
of co-operating Muhammadans are larger in this House than the 
jiuml)er of co-o}»erating Hindus, but I think, and I hope and trust my 
Hindu friends will agree with roe, that situated as we are the Muham- 
madans want a little more share in the administration of the province 
than they have at present. I do not want this us a favour, but I say 
that we have not tliat vhare which we can claim as a fair and just 
>hare for ourselves. And I think that our claim is basi'd not on our 
representation in this House, but on the fact that we ff)rm the hulk of 
the population in this l*rovince. If our number is very small or com- 
parutivoly small in this House, it is our misfortune, it is not our fault. 
And, again, Sir, I have to submit for the consideration of this House 
that we do not only form the hulk of the population, but if 1 may say 
so, I may claim that we form the bulk of the produeers oi wealth in 
*t]»is piovince: (he [»rosperity (jf this Pn»vince d<‘pends on the prosperity 
ot the cultivators and the pros|ierity of the artisans, and T say that 
comparatively speaking the numlu‘r of producers of wealth are largely 
Muhamma(lan^. I h<»ld tl»at if diarchy is to be given a fair trial, if 
ought to Ih* given a fair trial both by the memlMUs of this House as 
well as by the meml>ers of rGovernment. It will not simply do to say 
that dianhy <miuI<1 not he run iHuause the representatives of the people— 
the elected members — refused to work it. You make it possible to work 
it and they will be prepared to work it, otherwise not. Although T 
give my support to the resolution as it stands, Irecausi* T t^annot go 
against it, at the same time I wish it to lie distinctly understood that 
I do not pledge myself to support the existence of the Ministry unli'>‘' 
the Ministry siitisfies the demand of the people. There are other 
matters w^bich have to l>e (‘onsidered l>efore we finally decide whether 
we should have Ministers or not. 

Mauivi tHAMtUfl-flAHAMAN: I rise to support the motion. 
The Musaalman community of Hengal after the election was ovet 
were confident that they will get two Ministers. To me it seems their 



BESOLUTIONS. 


[22itd Feu. 


hopes were not without reasons. After the election they found that 
their community had returned 38 candidates with the clear verdict to 
co-operate with the Government io work the Reforms, It is not the 
38 that counts but they are backed up by a population of over 56 per 
cent. As against that the Hindu community had returned only about 
a dozen or so who were ready to work the Reforms. Thus 'on the 
numerical ground alone they had a very stronsr claim for two Mussal- 
man Ministers. The other ground was that on the first term of th^ 
Reform Council the Hindu community had two Ministers and Mussal- 
mans one. During the next term of the Council no stable Ministi’V 
could be formed. At the present term there has been a great possibility 
of a stable Ministry. But their hopes received e rude shock when the 
Government enunciated the policy of having only two Ministers. The 
Mussalmans found the Government to be placating the other community 
at their cost. They found that the Government policy wag when there 
is no communal disturbance the Hindus will have two Ministers and 
the Mussahnans one. If there l»e communal ‘disturbance the Mussal- 
mans will have one: so it seems that the Government policy with 
leference to Miissalman interest is that the beads you loose and tails 
I win. The policy pursued seems to me to be putting one community 
against the other. I can assure the Goverfiment that this unwise 
method of pitting of one community against the other will not do. It 
will certainly overreach itself. .\s to the necessity of three Ministers 
Sir Alxl-ur-Uahim did make out a good case and I do not think I need 
dilate at length. When Bombay, Madras, Run jab have got three 
Ministers why Bengal should have only two? 

Khlfl Bahadur Mauivi EKRAMUL HUQ: I know it is the prero^ 
gative of His Excellency the Governor to choose a Minister from among 
the members of the Council and undoubtedly it looks very odd to give 
dictation to His Excellency, but it so happens that the Muhammadan 
community finding that the best of them could not be in the cabinet 
were so much jierturbed that my friends thought of moving for the 
appointment of another Muhammadan as a Minister to safeguard the 
interests of the Muhammadan community. Whatever it lAight l>e, I 
hope that the Government benches would not take a grave stand upon 
prerogative and deny to consider the question ; they would consider 
the fact whether the present demand of the Muhammadan community 
could be supported or not. Personally, and rather unfortunately, my 
amendment to the effect that provision should be made for four 
Ministers was not accepted as I was told that I wa^ too late. I vnA 
to make it clear to the House that the Muhammadan community ia 
not communal in its outlook; they would like to see justice done to 
every community represented in this House; they would like to aee 
not only justice done to ourselves, hut to the Hindu community, also 
to the European community aud other communities who are Iwte* 
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Bat as my amendment is not before the House I have not the opportun- 
ity of moving it, and if it were before the House I am sure it would 
have solved the problem that is now before us. But all the same, as 
matters stand now, the Hindu community or the Christian community 
will not be precluded from bringing forward the question of foui 
Ministers if they so desire and if the House thought that in order to 
develop the nation-building departments it was necessary to have four 
Ministers the House would certainly like to vote for the resolution. 

I shall make an appeal to the Government benches, to my friends in 
the European bloc and also to the liberal-minded Hindu gentlemen 
who are here not to scrutinise this matter very rigorously hut to see 
their way to support it and t(» scdve the problem, the prtiblein of pro- 
blems that is now Wfore the House, 

Mmilvi ABUL KA8EM • I move that the ciuestitm In* now put. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 (unnot give my consent to chwe the debate at 
this stage. The llon’hle Mr. MolM»rly. 

Dr, BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: 1 gave urn a slip and I was Udd 
that you would (’ull ui>on me to speak. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: But 1 h ave already called upon Mr. Moberly 
to speak. 

Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY; May I make n statement after 
himy 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Yc-'*, \ou (an sjwak, if >ou like, but, in that case 
the Hou’ble Mr, Moberly will have a right of reply. 

The Hon'ble Mr, A, N. MOBERLY: Thin rcaolution is circum- 
scribed. It asks that the Council may renmimeiid to the tl<iven»ment 
to approach His Excellence the Governor for making provision for the 
salary of one more Muslim Minister in the next annual Budget. Ill 
view of the form of the lesidution I am not prepared to discusg 
the question as to whetlier two or three Ministers are necessary to ad- 
minister the Transferri*d subjects in Bengal. I am afraid I must 
oppose this motion on two grounds. The first is that as the wording 
stands it would be practically im|H>ssible to give effect to the resolution 
even if it were passed. The Eiaauce Defiartmeiit would not agree to 
the inclusion of a heading “ Muslim Minister ” in the Budget. The 
provision must be for ** a Minister an impersonal entry not qualified 
by religion, race or creed. The Budget provides only for posts and 
not for perfmmcL It is not, therefore, possible to comply with the 
intention expressed in the resolution and on that ground alone 1 can- 
not accept it. 
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As regards my sec^ond ground I would take my stand on His 
Excellency’s 8pe(^ch. As you will remember, Sir, His Excellency said 
the appoinlmeiit of three Ministers would necejjsitate an unequal dis- 
tribution of the offices between the Hindu and the Muhammadan com- 
munities and in view of the regrettable riots which have recently taken 
place between these two communities and which for the time being 
have so embittered the relations between them, such a course appears to 
be undesirable ”, Since His Excellency made that speech last month 
I regret to say that the c-ommunal tension in Bengal has not shown 
any sign of improvement. In fact I must say that events have occur- 
red which have shown that the improved conditions which we hoped 
would set in have not materialised. The situation is at least as bad 
as when His Excellency delivered his speech and every word that he 
.said in it stands good to-day. 

Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: 1 thank yon for giving, me this 
permission to make a very short statement. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I allow you to Hp<‘ak on the distinct understand- 
ing that the Hon’hle Member will have a riglit of reply. 

Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Will you allow me to s|)eak, Sir, after 
Br. Roy has finished ^ 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 do not think 1 conbl do that for the simple 
reason that I have aheady indicated my intention to close the' debate. 
I have allowed Dr. Itoy to s|M*uk he<ause I liad promised to give him an 
opiKirtunity, It is only under special circumstances that J am allow- 
ing him to spc‘ak. 

Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: The vi(>w which the ('ongress 
party takes with reference to this resolution regarding Ministers is 
well-k/iown. We ns a |)arty are opposed to the formation of any 
Ministry under the present circumstances. It is not necessaiy for me 
to re-iterate tin* reasons as these have been fully and fairly repeatedly 
-^lealt with both witl.’ii tfie (’our:cil ('))amh(*r ami outsich^ it. We are, 
therefore, not pref)ared to vote in favour of this resolution regarding 
the addition to the number of Ministers. Opposed us we are to the 
formation of a Ministry we are naturally op|H)8ed to the increase in 
number, specially as this particular proposition raises the (|uestion of a 
Musliiii Minister being added, which, we, as (congress members, do 
not consider if proper to raise on this o<*casion, because we feel that as 
Congress iueml)erH do not wish to enter into communal matters at this 
stage. Therefore 1 myself and ineinliers of my party shall vote against 
this resolution. 

Mf. PRESIDENT: The Hon’ble Mr. Molwrly may exercise his right 
-of reply, if he choo^s to do so. 
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Tht Mfi A. N# MOBERLYs I have nothing more to add, 

Sir. 


MMliVi ABUL KABEMs Do 1 underBtand that a Oovernmeut 
Member has the right to answer all criticisms after (he closure of the 
debate? How are the noii-otficial meiul)ers to know unless a Govern- 
ment Member comes out witli all the facts in his |M)sst»8sion at an 
earlier stage of the debate? 


Mr. PRESIDENT: A Member of Government may, if be chooses, 
make a statement in the course of a debate and at the same time take 
advantage of his right of re[dy. 


Mauivi MOHAMED 8ADEQUE: May I s{HUik. Sii 


Mr. PRESIDENT : You an* the mover of this resolution, are you 
not? In that case you certainly have a right (d' rej)ly. 

Mauivi MOHAMED 8ADEQUE: The llon’ble Mr. Molmily has 
now (lis<iovcred that it is ifiipossihle tr> support the resolution because 
it is only of a personal ( haracter and he finds fault with the wording but 
I say, Sir, that whenever (lovernment want to avoid a thing there is no 
dearth of excusi*, desirth of plea. If there was any honest intcm- 
tion on lh(‘ii part to banish the defaulting words they (‘ould have 
iuov«*d an am(‘mlment t(» the effect that the w'ord .Muslim ” be 
scratched or deleted from (he rewdution am) they could have assured 
us that a seiond Muhammadan would have been a]>p(Mnted us a 
Minister, but as I have pointed out alremly, sincerity and genuine- 
ness are wanting in the pn*fU‘nt system of administration and whenever 
the question of Muhammadan ap|K»intinentH and their just claims is 
raised, all sorts of plea and all sorts of excuse are brought forward 
as if we are so many children not to understand their insinuations. 
What is the meaning of the argument that communnl tensiim has not 
abated in the least? Has communal tension abated in other provinces? 
Has the situation lK*come a bit favourable for the Muhammadans in 
the Central Pnivinces or in the Cnited Provinces where there is no 
such riot? Are the Muhammadans there l)eing appointed to high 
IKWts? Have the Ooveriinieiit therr* conceded a hit to them? T am 
sure, Sir, the answer is in the negative. The Swaraj parly is the 
most organ ise<i party in the House and it has det!!are<l its opposi- 
tion to the resolution. My friend Mauivi Kaai Kmdudnl Hoqne says 
that he is a true Mussalman, so if there had beim anything beneficial 

6 
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in the resolution he would have been the first to support it. But, 
Sir, may I ask him what is the use of coming to the Council only to 
obstruct and thus do a great disservice to the country? 


Mr. Abul Kasem has pointed out that he is against the word 
Muslim May I als(> point out to him in return that in the first 
year of the reformed Council the co-operating Hindus had two Hindu 
Ministers and on that analogy we are entitled to have two Muham- 
madan Ministers? The Swuiraj party is not a supporter of diarchy, 
rather it is a destroyer of diarchy. Therefore those who lend their 
consistent support to Government measures and to this unworkable 
diarchy should have greater facilities in the admiiiistiutiou of the 
country so that they can wty to their constituents that they have at 
least Kuc<‘eeded in securing 2 ^ Us. 64,000 for them if not anything 
more. 

The motion of Maulvi Mohained Sadcque was then put and a 
divisi(»n taken with the following result: — ■ 


AYES. 


AfMl, Mtuiwi lytd Md. 

Ahamad, Maulvi Katiruddin. 

Ahmad, Khan Sahadur Maulvi Emaduddin. 
Ali, Mr. Altaf. 

Atiquilah, Maulvi tyad Md. 

■iswat, Maulvi Abdul Latif. 

Ohaudhuri, Mr. M. Athraf Ali Khan. 
Cheudhury, Maulvi Khorshad Alam. 
Faroqui, Khan tahadur K. 0. M. 

Haqua, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Aiizul. 
Hotain, Nawab Mutharruf, Khan Bahadur. 
Huq, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Ekramut. 
Huaain, Maulvi tyad Maqbul. 

HufMin, Maulvi Latafat. 

Itmail, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Muhammad. 


Kaaam, Maulvi Afoul. 

Khan, Khan Sahib Maulvi Muauam Ali. 
Khan, Maulvi Tamizuddin. 

Khan, Mr. Bazaur Rahman. 

Rahim, Sir Abd-ur-. 

Rahman, Maulvi Azizur. 

Rahman, Maulvi Shamiur*. 

Rahman, Mr. A. F. M. Abdur. 

Rauf, Maulvi Syad Abdur. 

Ray Chaudhuri, Mr. K. C. 

Sadaqut, Maulvi Mohamad, 
iattar, Khan Sahib Maulvi Abdut. 

Shah, Mr. Qhelam Hottain. 

Suhravrardy, Mr. H. S. 


NOES. 


Aaharjya Ohaudhuri, Maharaja thaahi 
Kanta. 

Addama-Williamt, Mr. 0. 

Baiahl, Babu Roma* Chandra. 

Bantrjaa, Or. Framathanath. 

Banarjaa, Babu Fromotha Nath. 

Bantrjaa, Mr. A. C. 

Banntrjaa, Babu Jitandralal. 

Baiu, Babu Bati Sthhar. 

Baiu, Mr. F. 0. 

Bmu, Mr. Barat C. 

Biiwat, Babu Surandra Nath. 

Btaa, Babu Bajay Krithna. 

Ohahravarti, Babu Jagindra Chandra. 
Ohakravarti, Iht Han*bla Mr. Bytmhaa. 
Oltakraburtty, Babu dalifidra Nath. 
Chattarjaa, Brijut Bijay Kumar. 

Ohaudhuri, Rai Narafutranatli. 

OBautfburi, tbt HaanMa Nawab Bahadur 
Balyld Nawab Ali, Khan Bahadur. 
Oahan, Mr. 0« 4. 


Dat Gupta, Or. 4. M. 

Oatta, Babu Ahhil Chandra. 

Oatta, Babu Amulya Chandra. 

Outt, Babu Saral Kumar. 

Oa, Mr. K. C. 

Oay, Mr. 0. 0. 

Oanald, tha Han'bia Mr. 4. 

Orummand, Mr. 4. Q. 

Outt, Mr. Q. 8. 

Ghoaa, Babu Amarandra Nath. 

Ohoah Maulih, Babu SatywHfra Chandra. 
Qilohriat, Mr. R. N. 

Gupta, Hr. dafaah Chandra. 

Haqua, Kazi Emdadul. 

Khan, Babu Oabandra Lai. 

Lahiri, Mr. BaaanU Kumar. 

Laiaaatar, Li#utanant*Calanal 4. C. H. 
Liddall, Mr. H. 0. 

Lindsay. Mr. 4. N. 

Maavira, Mr. L. T. 

Haiti, Babu Mahandra Nath* 
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MAff* Wl^ ^ 

HaitfinMri R«i Balutfiur JAdunatli. 
MtCIMliK M>'* 

tilt Hvn'bta Mr. A. M. 

M*itra, |ri}«t 4«8tiHlr« Nfttli. 

Muktrlbt, trijttt TarilifMtb. 

Nantfy. MaMraj Kumar Srit Chantfra. 
Natfcar, tabu Ham Chandra. 

Oatan, Mr. E. F. 

Faddar, Mr. Ananda Mahan. 

Prantiaa, Mr. W. D. n. 

RaiMit, Mr. Fraaanna Oah. 
nay, Babu Naaandra Narayan. 

Ray, Or. Kumud Sankar. 

Ray. Maharaja dagindra Hath. 

Ray, tha Han’bla Maharaja Bahadur 
Kshaunish Chandra. 


Ray, Dr. Bidhan Chandra. 

Ray, Mr. O. N. Bar.*aM.aw. 

Ray, Mr. Kiran tanhar. 

Ray. Mr. B. H. 

Ray Chaudhuri, Rai Bahadur Batyandra 
Hath. 

Baahaa, Mr. F. A. 

Barbadhihari, Or. Btr Oava Fraaad. 
Barkar, Babu Naliniranjan. 

Barkar, Rai Bahib Rabati Mahan. 

Ban, Babu Hagandra Hath. 

Ban, Mr. Batith Chandra. 

Binha, Babu Charu Chandra. 

Btnha, Raja Bahadur Bhupandra Narayan. 
Btuart Williamt, Mr. B. C. 

Waodhaad, Mr. 4. A. 

Wardiwarth, Mr. W. C. 


The Ayes heinj^ IL^) und the Noes 72, the motion wns lost. 

(At this itajje the rouncil was adjounied for 15 minntes.) 

[After the adjournment. | 

The followinjr motion was. in tlu* ahstmia* of tin* im'inhei, deiMiied 
h) he withdrawn : — 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: ‘ Thi** Conin il reeommends 
to the Government that henceforth khas mahal lands should he setth'd 

(o) hy jiiihlie advertisement, 

(A) hv ffivinjr preference to nin*mploy«sl younjr men ol Iten^al in 
takinjr settlement of kluts mahal lands in their iesp«‘ctive 
ilistricts, and 

(c) h\ so lejrulatinjj: that the (juantity of land that einh petsim 
would la* entitled to jret at the settlenn'iit slmll In* 20 liijfhas 
in the minimum and 50 in the maximum.” 


The followiii);' amendments to resolutions failed - 

Miulvi TAMIZUDOIN ICHAN to move, l>y ^\ay <d amendment, 
that in the alnive motion — 

(i) elau.se (A) l>e delete<l ; and 

(it) in elawse (r) the words ” 20 hihus in the minimum and ” he 
deleted and after the “ 50 ” the word “ liij^has ’’ he 

abided. 

Babu ROMES CHANDRA BACOHI to move, hy way of umenil* 
ment, that the followdiijr clause W added to the wild motion rh: 

** (rf) by 80 directinff that such persons shall not he reffuired to 
pay any salami for taking settlement of such lands.” 
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The following motion wa«, in the absence of the member, deemed to 
be withdrawn : — 

BatNl JATINDRA NATH CHAKRABURTY: This Council recom. 
mends to the Government that a committee, consisting of three officials 
and six non-officials, be formed to inquire into the causes of Hindu- 
Muhammadan riots at Calcutta, Dacca, Palma and other districts that 
occurred in 1926.” 

The following amendment to resolution failed: — 

Mauivi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN to move, by way of amendment, 
that in the above motion, line 3, after the words ” six non-officials ” 
the following be inserted, m . : — 

” three Hindus and tlrree Muhammadans to be elected by the 
electeil members of this ('ouncil belonging to the two res- 
pective communities.” 

Release of politioai prisoners. 

Srijut BldAY KUMAR CHATTERJEE: I move that this Council 
recommends to the Government — 

(a) to take immediately the necessary steps h) release all pereons 
belonging to Bengal who have been pliM'cd under personal 
restraint under Bengal Uegnlation III of 1818: and, 

(fj) to release all persons detained under the Bengal Criminal 
Law Amendment Act, 1925. 

It is not for the puriK>se of creating any unne<‘cssary heat, it is 
not for the sake of musing any moit^ ill-feeling towards the Govern- 
ment; it is not with the object of fomenting further agitation against 
the bureaucracy, that I am bringing up this resolution Ix'fore this 
House. It is neither a <‘ontn)versiul matter such as whether the 
diarchy should be worked or not, nor a communal matter such as 
whether music should be played l)efore the mosipie, or whether i>rime 
COW’S should 1 h' slaughtere<l in j)uhlic places. It is not a i>arty 
question having the sympathy and ha('king of only one section of 
political parties in India. It is not a matter of local interest having 
the support of a single province. Sir, united India has demanded 
with one voice the release of political pn84mers detained either under 
Regulation ITT or under the Criminal Law Amendment Act. The 
people of India, whether Hindus, Mussalmans, Christians, Parsees, 
or belonging to any other religion, whether inhabitants of Bengal, or 
the Punjab, Madras or Bombay, or of any other province, have 
demanded with one voice and in no uncertain terms the nnconditional 
release of these Indian patriots who have been detained in prison 
without an open trial. 
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It for tile purpose of viudicatiiig the elementary rights of 
citissenthip, it is for the purpose of allowing a jierson to enjoy the 
light which the sun imparts^ to breathe pure air which nature has 
abundantly given, to take the food which suits one's system or taste, 
to move about anywhere, to read any book he likes for his culture 
and education, to get any sort of medical treatment he requires, to 
j)erform the religious rites whi<‘h his itdigion enjoins, it is for the 
puriiose of allowing him to discharge the duties of a son, a husband, 
a brother, or a father tliat I am bringing this resolution before the 
House. Sir, it is the agony of old, attiicted parents, tlie groaning of 
starving families, the sobbings of a helpless wife, the wails of forsaken 
children, the sight of the insulted nuinhood and youth of India w’hich 
have actuated me to bring this re.solutidii befoi-e this House. Sir, 
none of these flowers of society that ait* withering away within prison 
bars, or in the midst of the lonely forests and jungles, or in marshy 
and unliealthy climates, without proper foiKl, shed, or medical aid 
has instigated my.self to bring in this motion liefore this House. 
Hut Sir, it is becaust* l*owe a duty t4»wttrds my lieloved motlierland, 
it is lH*cause I owe a duty towards thc.se patriots who have suffered 
f(H’ their sacrifiies, and for their attempt for the salvation ami 
emancijiation of our common motherland, it is liecaust* 1 owe a duty 
towards my society, my community, my comstituency, it is Wauw* 
I owe a duty towards the (’lown that I am bringing up this resolu- 
tion beftne this House. 

Sir, it has Is'en said that the.sc dtdenus are connected with 
anarchical crimc^ or are suspected <d complicity in them, and our 
rej>ly is that if so, place them on an open trial, hung them on proper 
and open evidence, or punish them to any extent according tn the 
law of the land. Hut the (fov(*rnment, in the name of law and 
order, cannot prostitute law, justice and ecpiity, and detain persons 
for an indefinite period withcuit any open trial. Sir, we are ready to 
concede to an\ (fovcrnimiit the light to maintain law and order, to 
presene |H*ace cd tin* country, t(» put down revolution and to check 
anarchi(*al crinM‘s. Xo !>ody denies this right and the (Government is 
jierfestly entitled to do so. Hut we take* strong exception to the 
indiscriminate arrest, imjoisonmeiit, or iiiternmenf of innocent jiersons 
for an indefinite jieriod without any ofM*n trial, on the mere reiMirt of 
a police spy or infonner. And everybody knows and it is an open 
secret that unless these informers or spies could nmnufac'ture evidence 
their very existence would be at stake. So in order to maintain their 
iwisition, in order to draw high salaries, allowances and rewards, these 
spies or infonners crmccKd evidence against innocent jiersons. Sir, I do 
not want to make my speech iinnecessarily long by citing instances. Tt 
is now’ bec'ome a record of history. Sir, neither the public nor even thc&se 
deteiiu.s ever come to know what the charges are against them, what 
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ofleiictJ they have cammitted and they are not given any chance io 
vindicate their innocence, to prove the faleewood of these police spies. 
Sir, a futile attempt is made by the Government to justify its con* 
duct by saying that in case the accused is tried in an open court the 
witnesses would be killed by these revolutionaries. Sir, it is a matter 
of common knowle<lge that the Government placed on trial several 
j>ersons accused of political crimes such as murder, dacoity, etc. 
And in none of these cases the witnesses have been killed or there has 
been any attempt to injure them. Sir, in these political crimes and 
murders the Indians are the worst sutt'erers. And no Indian wants 
that there would be murder of innocent persons or looting, arson or 
dacoity. How can the Government account for the fact that Indians 
of all shades of opinions Wlougiug to all groups of political parties 
ami belonging to all provinces, agree with the view that no body 
should be imprisoned w’ithout an open trials Can the Goveniment 
say that the otlicials are in a ladter |K).sition to understand the well- 
l»eing of our country and our people than the Indians themselves? 
Sir, tliere is a Ikuigali proverb which says — ^at one who attempts to 
shew' more love than a mother, is a demon. 

Sir, every school boy knows that so far back as 1GT9, the English- 
men got a privilege known as the Habeas Corjjus Act. To the free<lom 
of the pivss, the HalH‘as Corpus A(‘t, added a new' security for 
the pei'sonal friH'doiu of every Englishman. Against urbitraiy 
iniprisoninent provisicui had been made in the earliest ages by a 
famous clau.se iu (lie Great Charter. No free man eould Ik* held in 
prison save on chaige or conviction of crime or for debt, and every 
prisoner on a criminal charge could demuiLd as a right from the 
court of King’s Hench the issue of a writ of “ Halieas Corpus ” 
which iMiund his gaoler to produce both the prisoner and the warrant 
oil which he was imprisoned that the court might judge whether he 
was imprisoned according to law. In cases, however, of imjirisou- 
ment on a warrant of (he Uoyul Council it had been sometimes held 
by the judges (hat the writ could not l>e issueil and under Clarendon’s 
administration instances hiul in this way occurred of imprisonment 
without any l(*gal remedy. Hut his fall was quickly followed by the 
intitHluction of a Hill to secure this right of the subject, and after 
a long struggle the A<’t which is known as the Hal>eas Corjius Act 
passed finally in J(i79. Hy this great statute the old pmctice of the 
law was freed fnun nil difficulties and exceptions. Every prisoner 
(‘ommitted for any crime save ti*easou or felony, was declared entitled 
to his writ even in the vai'ations .of the court, and heavy penalties 
weiv enfoj-ced on judges or gaolers who refused him this right. Every 
]>erson committed for felony or treason was entitled to be released on 
bail. It was forbidden under heaviest penalties to send any prisoner 
unto any jdaces or fortiv.sses beyond the seas. 



ilESOttJTioNS. 


m}. 




Sir, that was iu 1679, and we stand to-day in 1927, and we now 
find that the successors of those very people who bravely fought to 
put an end to the tyranny of the Stuaits have become so degenerate, 
have become so selfish that they are per]>etrating more cruel tyranny 
to-day on the p(K)r Indians, than the Stuarts did on their ancestors. 
And is it unreasonable to exinn-t, if it pleaseil Almighty Gtal to put 
ail end to the tyranny of the Stuarts, that the present tyranny of the 
English people in India wouhl also lx* put an end to and at no distant 
date ? 

Sir, the Government will not lx* able to cow down these patriots. 
The Government (an put restraint on their physical Inxly, hut it (’an 
never conquer their souls. Sir, God forbid, if they die within prison 
bars, they will take their birth again and work for the einancipatiim 
of our motherland. 

In this connection I may lx* pennitted to quote those famous lines 
of the world jHad, Dr. Iiahindianath Tagore, in which he .says: No 

king can ever punish that Angel of (bxl wlio comes hen* with the light 
of iieawn. The prison tluiins wor.ship his f(*et and Ihu\ down low in 
reveieine, the prison welcomes him. 'I’he evil genius afl<*r spreading 
his hands toward^ the siin <lisappcars like a shadow. Punishment ! 
|)iini.shment is for liiin who for fear of punishment cannot ('ome out 
of the unreal wall ( rented hy liiinself in his own mind punishment is 
for that imp(»tent ])ei’s<»n, who in fearless independetu’e never declared 
a wrong io Ix' a wnnig after looking towards tlie virtuous path; jujiiish- 
menl is for that s}lan^ele^^ {icrson who through fear, and uvai’i(’e denies 
one’s own lf*gitiniati* and (lod-gitted light in puhlie, who Ixnists of ones 
wn*t( hediie^s, who tradi’s in (‘ountrv’s adver8iti«»s, whose food is as unholy 
as one’s own unit Inn ’s bliKul that coward, always bends his head in 
fear of punishineiit. and In* in order io avoid the King’s piison, always 
remains in perjx’tual confinement 
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Sir, 1 have said before that it is because I owe a duty towards 
civilisatiou, and to humanity that I bring in this motion before this 
House. Sir, our rulers are not satisfied by simply putting them with- 
in prison bars. All sorts of tortures are being meted out to them. 
During illness they are denied proper treatment, no relative is allowed 
to see them, or to make any arrangements for treatment by taking 
comj)etent doctors from outside. The families of the poor detenus 
die of starvation. The detenus are not allowed to see their dying 
parents, wives or children. Even ordinary food or shelter is denie<l 
to them. I shall not make my speech unnecessarily long by quoting 
instances 

Mr# PRESIDENT; Order, order. I fixed 5 o’clock for Dr. Bidhaii 
C'hundra Roy to move his motion for the adjournment of the House and 
the time fixed has reached. We have therefore no other alternative 
but to take this re.solution to-morrow. 

Motion for adjournment. 

Or. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: Sir, I beg to move that the busi- 
ness of this (’ovincil do adjourn for the purpose of discussing a definite 
matter of urgent public importance, viz., the firing on the Bengal 
Nagpur Railway employees and strikers at Kharagpur on the 11th of 
February. 

Before I j)uhs on to the subject-matter of this resolution, I may 
mention that it has been (juestioned in various quarters as to whether 
it wm necessary for us to move a motion for adjournment on this 
(question. That it is a (luestion of urgent importance I do not believe 
any member of this House has any doubt alwut, that it is a definite 
question I do not believe any one will object to. The question is 
whether this matter is one of public importance, I doubt not that the 
Government will he able to put forward a statement a.s to what happen- 
ed on the evening of the llth February wdth which they are quite 
satisfied hut we, the members of this Council, apart from voicing the 
wishes of our own constituencies, have got also to look to the primary 
duty which every member of the Council is to discharge and that duty 
is, to look after the interests of the province as a whole so far as the 
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Bxectttiv© Oovernment is concerned. Sir, I am a believer in the 
dictum which was put forward by a friend of mine a few years ajro, 
namely) give a man power and he is sure to abuse it unless there is a 
strong public opinion against him. If I had the power to take Rs. 5 
from the pocket of my neighbour my animal insticts would probably 
prompt me to do so, but I know that there ai*e 8e<‘tions in the Penal 
Code which make it an offence and I know there are customs and 
restrictions which would prevent me from doing so. Similarly, if we 
find that on a particular occasion events have happened under the 
orders of the Executive which to our mind and to the minds of the 
public of Bengal might not have been done under cinminstances which 
justify the use of fire-arms, it is necessiiry that we, the members of the 
Council, ought to bring that matter Wfore the Hous** b»r (he purposes 
of discussion. But, Sir, there is another reason why I bring forward 
this inoli(»n befoie the House. When this (juestion was discussed in 
(he Assembly the Home Member, Sir Alexander Muddiman, ns well 
as the Commerce Member, Sir Charles limes, are reported to have 
said that the matter wj^s one f<u* the local Coumd! and (hat the Hous<* 
would }>p very ill-advised to pas> censure when the facts showed that 
the autht>rities were right. Sir, (hat is a statement wliirh of coursi* 
need not surprise us, having been given by a Member in chargr* of 
(iovernineiit. Btdoie. howev(*r, I pass on to the motion itself I would 
like to read out one more sentence from the speech from Sir Charles 
limes ip which he is r(*ported to have saiil that “ the versifins as received 
by his officials were (juite differenl from that given by the wcukers and 
that they did lu^t tally in all respects. Indeed the House was not in 
posst*s8ion <if facts.” I would have liked, if I were in (he Asseiuhly, 
to have asked the Home Member how he could have passed judgment 
on the conduct of an ofti<'ial on u particular evening when the House — 
perhaps I may say when neitlier the House nor (he Government were 
in full possession of fa< ts. Sir Charles liiniHelf in also reported to 
have said that at a particular stage the District Magistrate ordered the 
UH<‘ not of fire-arms but of bayonets. He said (hat his task was diffi- 
cult. Tlien he said again ” no more violence was used than was neces. 
sary Sir, if the Hou.^e was not in po.ssession of fuels how was this 
opinion expressed I fail to understand. Sir, it is for the purpose of 
raising a discussion on this matter <»n Iwhalf of (he Congress party that 
I felt it nei'essary to bring this motion liefore the House. It has been 
suggested to me that, instead of asking for an adjournment of (be 
House, it might have l>een possible to put (jiiestion to the Government 
with regard to the details of the incidents on that day. But, Sir, 
there is a very obvious objection to that prm'edure. On many occa- 
sion that I have put questions in a formal manner to the President <ir 
the SefTetary about matters, I have found that they could not lie 
answered liefore three weeks, when that particular matter ceases to lie 
of urgent importance. There is another reason why that procedure 
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would not have satisfied the members of this House nor the public at 
large and that is that a statement — ^an unverified statement — ^would 
probably be made without it being tested as to its accuracy by people on 
whose judgment we could rely. Probably that statement would be one 
wbicdi had l)een put up by the District Magistrate himself — ^in this 
matter a person w'ho happens to be practically the accused. 

I now pass on to the subject-matter of the motion. Here I have a 
papeB in my hand in whch Mr. Rao, the General Secretary of the 
llengal Nagpur Railway Fnion, is reported to have stated thus: 

“ A further attack was made by the Auxiliary Force, and they 
began to pursue and charge the strikers with bayonets.” 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Are you taking the responsibility of that state- 
ment? 

Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: Sir, I am referring to a statement 
made in the public press. The names of the members of the Auxiliary 
Force weie giveii who were supposed to have indulged in the firing. 
This appeared in the i)ublic press and it has not Wen contradicted by 
the Government. The statement refers to shooting and bayoneting. 

Th® Hon’Mo Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: Sir, 1 take ex('eption to the 
discussion as regards the bayoneting. All that the motion relates to 
is firing. The bayoneting and the firing took place at different times 
and at different places. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: There caning be any discussion in regard to 
bayoneting as tliut is not within the scope of the motion Wfore us. 

Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: 1 was nari’ating the facts and had 
read only <me sentence in which the reference to bayoneting appeai*ed. 
The Hon’blc Member need not be nervous about the word ” bayonet ”. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Put y(»u have not told me yet whether you take 
the resp(»nsibility for that statement. 

Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY* Sir, it was a report by Mr. Rao 
and it hud been published by the Amrita Bazar Patrika. Sir, it is 
alleged that two meinlH*rs of the Auxiliary Force were recognised as 
Messrs. Kdwanl and Gait who shot at the strikers and surely their 
whereabouts can be known. They pursued the men into the Imxar 
where they shot a man who was standing near Karim Bux’s shop. 
The man ran up to the shop after receiving the shot and fell down and 
later on was carried to the hospital. I am not concerned at present 
with the method of repre-ssioii that was used and w^hat orders the Dis- 
trict Magistrate hs^d issued to the Auxiliary Force. 1 am merely 
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plaewg before the members of the House cerUiii incidents which no 
one hnn been able to challenge^ namely, that there aas shooting. 1 
believe that the Govemment Member will make a statement to show 
that shooting was not done by the memWrs of the Auxiliary Force. 
However, I will not pre-judge that statement. 1 find members op]>oKite 
are smiling. I would ask the memljers opposite not to fake the nmttei 
with levity. Whilst I am addi’essing the House on this very serious 
matter when meml>ers of our c‘ommunity are shot down the gentlemen 
opposite can afford to laugh and smile. This attitude of memlHTs itself 
show^s the necessity of placing a matter of this kind l»efore the House. 
It has not been denied that the Auxiliary Force were called out by the 
orders of the Distri< t Magistrate — it is not denied that the menilH*rs 
of the Auxiliary Fone under Colonel Henderson are also employees 
under the same railway. They are superior officers in that railway and 
it has also, I ladieve, not l>eeu disputed that the strikers and the officers 
of the railway were at variance on particular issues. What these 
issues are it is not for me to dixuss here. Hut the fact remains that 
the meiuhers of the Auxiliary Fone are also the superior fellow 
employees and that they were called out at the instance of the Magis- 
trate. It is not denied that tlu‘ report I have just read to you does not 
tally with the otticial report. It has also been suggested in order to 
explain the particular incidents that happened on the evening of the 
1 Ith February that stones were thrown upon certain officers or officials 
of the. railway us a lesult of which the repression icM>k place. Sir, 

I have taken the responsihility ot moving this motion before the Ibmse 
in order to make two points peitectly cj^'ar. Hefore we the members 
of (he Council, or the members of the public are satisfied with the 
statement made i»y Sir (’hailes Iriiies “ that no more violence was 
used than was necessary ” we must see that the statement made by (he 
Magistrate is tested by a committee of emiuirv consisting not of olhcials 
of the railway or of Secretariat people but by members who have been 
affected by the firing, on that particular evening or memlMUs whose 
judgment can he relied ui»on. If has l>een suggested, as I have said, 
that no more violence than was m^'essary was uwd, but it lias not 1mm*h 
denied that violence bud been u.sed. The question was whether the 
Distiict Magistrate was justified under the circumstam es in calling 
out the very members of the Auxiliary Foree who may have been 
responsible for creating the situation and whose attitude towuirds the 
workers was resented by (be strikers. It is questionable whether the 
Diatriet Magistrate was under the circumstanees the only proper fjerson 
to judge as to the necessity of using vicdenee. Hefore violence is 
used on entirely unarmed workers, those who are weak and cannot 
defend themselves, the onus to show that violence was necessary lie 
upon the [>erson who used that violence. It is not only necessary to 
satisfy the members of this Council that no more violence than W'hat 
was necessary w’as used but it is also e<]ually necessary to satisfy those 
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persons who are the victims of that violence that violence was jnsti&ed-- 
that justice was done and will be done in future so that what has 
happened may not be repeated in future. 

With these words, I put the motion before the House. 

Mr. K. C. RAY CHAUDHURI: 1 offer my hearty congratulations 
to Dr. Didhan Chandra Roy and through him to his great party for 
beginning to lealise that no truly national movement in any part of 
the (civilised world could be divorced from the needs of the workers 
and the peasants. Sir, I am coming straight to the burden of my 
song. This genornl strike I mean the spreading of it all over the line 
on the Rengal Nag[)ur Railway apart from its economic and other causes 
is the outcome of whipjnng, bayoneting and shooting at Kharagpur on 
the elevtnth instant. The unrest at Kharagpur among the employees 
of the Meclianical Workshop thanks to the pn>pagauda of the Labour 
Union — loomed verj' largely before the public fr)r the last six months 
or HO and tlndr grievances are defe(‘tive housing, dismissal of nearly 
seventy hands, low pay among certain class of workers, frequent 
assaults and racial discrimination. 

Th6 Hon’blB Mr. A. N. MOBERLY. On a point of order, Sir. 
Is the member justified in referring to the grievances of the employees}^ 

Mr. PRESIDENT; Y ou should confine yourself to firing only. 

Mr. K. C. RAY CHAUDWRI: T want to refer to certain incidents. 

Mr. PRESIDENT; Y ou cannot refer to the grievances of the men. 
You should confine yourself to the firing on that pnrti(‘ular date. 

Babu AKHIL CHANDRA DATTA; In discussing the question of 
firing, are we not in onhu' in discus.sing the circumstances leading to 
the firingP 

Mr. PRESIDENT; You can narrate the incidents as they took 
place. You cannot refer to grievances and sugge.st remedies. 

Mr. K. C. RAY CHAUDHURI; There were some incidents which 
had a direct l>earing on the sluMcting. The incidents were the effe<*t 
of certain I’anses and unless 1 relate these causes, I will not be able 
to convince my friends here that these incidents actually led to the 
shooting. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: You <an nari-ate the incidents and make 
comments on them, but you cannot refer to grievancea or suggest 
reme<lie8. 
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Mfa iC* C« RAY CHAUDHURIs Very well, Sir, I will not inention 
the word ‘‘grievance I waa myself appointed a ineinl)er of a sul)- 
comraittee by the Bengal Trode Union Federation, a few weeks ago 
to investigate and report on the causes t»f unrest — never mind griev- 
ances. I wrote a letter to the Agent of the Bengal Nagpur Railway 
on the 29th January, and made certain suggestions and gt>t a leply 
from him on the 1st of February as follows: — 

“ I am much obliged bn the suggestions which you make in a 
letter of 29th ultimo which 1 am suiv is made with every desire to 
help the situation. I regret, however, that I can see no gtK»d which 
would la? likely to result fi-om such an enquiry and I do not feel that 
T could associate the Railway Administration with a committee* of this 
nature.” 

r sent in a notice of a resolution which I intended to move in this 
Council for empanelling a board of conciliation to empiire into the 
grievances of the Railway ?nen within the Pmvince of Bengal, but 
it was disallowed on th? ground that the Railways were central subje<'t. 
The immediate spark that exploded the explosive materials was the 
transfer of Mr. Naidu, a loco accounts clerk and the Brunch Secretary 
fd the fiabour T^^nion from the shop to the station committee. 1 had 
a long talk with Mr. Naidu last Sunday and he told me frankly that 
the A(*ting Chief Mechanical Kngirieer. Mr, Blewitt, in consultation 
with the Agent, decided to transfer him t(» the station <-ommittee in 
order t(> help that <-ommittee in tin* housing of the workmen or in 
other W(u*d8 in the interest of the workmen who have (’(»mplained. 
The Company was anxious to rectify the defe<t with the faMsonal 
assistame of Mr. Naidu. Unfortunately Mr, .Naidu was not previously 
consulted about the proposed transfei and was thus ignorant of the 
njotive of the transfer. He protested and appealed and could not 
join the new p<ist immediately and was fined <»ne day’s pay. The 
workmen as a protest against this tniiisfer struck w'ork on the 9tli. 
Naidu joined his duty on the same day and was pleasantly Mmj»riH4nl 
to find from the papers in the <»flice that he was transferred to deal 
with the xery complaint that he had made on ladiulf of the workmen 
and as their Secretary regarding defective housing, fencing of the 
quarter, et<’. The well-meaning transfer of Mr. Naidu w’a,s cancelled 
and the fine remitted by the Agent who spoke to Mr. Naidu on ’phone 
from Garden Reach. Mr, Naidu, the Chief Mechanical Engineer 
and the Executive Officer of the station cmnmittee talked to the 
strikers and promised to go into the housing and other grievances as 
well as the question^ of di.smissal within iwo or three days. This was 
on the 9th. They all resumed work but struck again on the 11th 
because no steps were taken by the Mechanical Engineer. Mr. Naidu, 
Mr. Ramchandni Rao, the General Secretary', cried hoarse begging 
the men to have patience but the mass was out of control. They left 
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the shop in excitement and marched towards the railway station ask- 
ing the traffic hands to stop work. A batch of them waited on the 
platform to inform the running staff of Puri Express which was about 
to arrive. My information is that the Railway officers hurried to the 
platfomi and begun to drive them out. I was told that Messrs. Blewitt 
and Purkis, started assaulting and a striker was actually whipped and 
thrown down the yard. This apparently added fuel to the fire and 
the strikers began throwing stones with the inevitable result, rrr., 
the l*(di(‘e and the Auxiliary charged them with bayonets. There was 
a regular affray and the strikers as well as passers-by had somewhat 
rough time. The Auxiliary under the command of Colonel Anderson 
chased the strikers and non-strikers all over the place, bayoneting, 
kicking and whipping. They even rushed upon a gathering of men 
and women engaged in Saraswati Pujah and are reported to have 
broken a dramatic performance. At the western cabin towards the 
west of the platform .Auxiliary men were posted on the level -crossing 
which connects the Indian with European (juarters. It is on report 
that these pi(‘kets whipped and bayoneted and this provoked fresh 
stone-throwing and the stone-throwers were chased towards the bazar 
and Kissen, one of the workers of the carriage shop, ns-eived buckshot 
wounds on his right thigh and left knee. I have taken a statement 
from him in which he says: 

“At about 1(1 r.M., on the llth Eebniuiy, 11127, 1 went , to the 
railway station to leave my brother’s H4m-in-law at the station as he 
liad to go away to his native place. After a few minutes a crowd of 
men came there stating that they struck work and that the traffic 
people shcmld strike work forthwith- So saying they all went to the 
west cabin. From theie while they were all returning some officers 
and volunteers came there and begun to chase the men by whipping 
and bayoneting. All the men began to run, being afraid. Then I 
too begun to run and my relative also came running with me. When 
we came near the lomse i)f Dondapany Babu one of the volunteers 
shot me with bis gun. 1 received two bullets in my thigh (right) and 
one 1m‘1ow my left knee-cap. I fell down. Then my relative and 
others t(u>k me to the hospital. The d(K*tor then dressed the wounds. 
After the wounds were dressed Ihs tor Crolley came there and his men 
t(»ok me to the Main hospital. Here I was kept under the influence 
of (hloroform and 1 do not know what they did during that time. I 
can sui-ely say that a volunteer .shot me as I knew fi-om the dress he 
woi'e and there were no policemen there at that time. I am living 
in Kharida.^ 

Besides this case, others were wounded by bayonets. This, as I 
have found by my personal enquiry, has caused widespread panic. 
In fact the Auxiliary, mostly non-Indian employees of the Bengal 
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Najrpttr Railway, terrorised the poor illiterate workers in order to 
break the strike. My point is that whenever there is a strike or there 
is a reasonable suspicion of a breach of peace in a jute mill urea the 
ordinary police are employed, but in Khnrairpur how is it that instead 
of the ordinarj^ police the Auxiliarj^ force was bi'oupht inP The work* 
men’s suspicion was that these Auxiliary men consisted of B. N. R. 
officials^ and they suspect that these men weic employed in order to 
break the strike, in other words, thest» men did not t‘oine thei*e with 
an open mind. In cases (d strike, one has to be very careful alumt 
the employment of armc^ f(»rce, as it always lends to the suspicion 
that the Government and the police always side with the employers. 
It is the old old story of protection of the ri<‘h men’s properties but 
what about the pi'otection of po<»r nie?i’s lives ^ettin^ damaged every 
day by under-feeding, bad-housinj»* and insecurity of service. When 
will the f^uardians of law and ordei realise that they owe a sacred 
duty also to the workers wh<»se toil and whose pniduction keep civil- 
ization p?(jinjif. What is most detestable in this country is the oppres- 
sion of the poor by eVerylHxly, official, noiw)fhcial, politician and 
patriot, oppression all round and I say specially to the jr'^ardians of 
law and (»rder that this oppressi(»n, this airrest of innocent strikers is 
cuusin^f a ^i^rantic revolution in tlie mass mind of India. I want the 
(iovernment to realise that tin* workmen in industrial areas are always 
suspicious that whenever tliere is a dispute Indween them and their 
ejiiplowrs, (rovernment ahvavs sidt* with the latter. These things 
happened in the case of the Kast Indian Kailway strike, the Tramway 
strike an<l other strikes, 'rherefore my sincere appeal to the tlovern- 
ment is that thc,\ should withdraw tin* armed force froTo the locality. 
In this veiy Couinil in the >eur I brought forward a resolution 
whj|j}j has l>oC()iiie a part of the Trade Disputen Act in Kiijflnnd. It 
was |KK)h-p(M)hesl as dan^reroiis hut it was conHiderwl to 1 m‘ enough 

in the Colonies. But what do we find here in Benjjral.’^ They have 
in'ither lemlers nor funds mu* weajMMis wherewith to fi^ht capilalism, 
and this is exactly what happened at Khura^qnir. When I went to 
Khara/.ri)ur I found that they were paiiic-strii ken aiid we?e under the 
imprecision that Government were helping (he Benfful Na^mr lUil- 
w’ay authorities as a^rain^^t lalamr, 

Btbtl AKHIL CHANDRA DATTAs We are discussinfr u motion of 
udjournment and although there is nothing specific in our Manual but 
still aenwding to the well-known Parliamentary convention a motion of 
adjournment is really a motion of (ensure and without disclosing any 
I>arty secret I might say that when we were discussing as to fhe desir- 
ability of sending a motion like this in our fwrty meeting there was 
(he general apprehension that being a censure motion it would not l>e 
admitted by Government. Being an old man I w^as laughing in my 
sleeves and thought that it would be welcomed by Government becauae 
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we know that it would give the Oovernment an opportunity of white- 
washing the offifials — that is what they do ordinarily. The other day 
a motion wan moved in the Assembly on this subject and we all know 
whaf was said there. We know' that one of the most responsible 
Mem hers of that (Government declared that as long as he should be a 
Member of the (Government no District Officer would be penalised or 
punished for doing such things. That was his declaration and I am 
sure I am not altogether mistaken that the same attitude would be 
assumed by this (Government also. I will only say that that gentle- 
man, namely, the (’omrnerce Member, might frell have said with equal 
propriety that as long as the British (Government would continue in 
this country such monstrous atrocities would never In' deprecated. 
How^ever, we ai*e glad that an opiwntunity has been given to us to dis- 
(;usH this (juestion. I shall not discuss the facts; they are so very w'ell 
known and have been discussed by the honourable mover of this 
motion, it is a very simple story. There was a labour dispute, a dis- 
pute between hilK)ur on one side and capital on the other side. It is a 
most une(|ual fight, a fight betwwMj the poorest of the people o!i the 
one side and the mightiest of the mighty on the other. In that fight 
the (Government, the all-powerful (Government, threw all its weight on 
the side of capitalism, (A Voick : It has always })een done.) J say it 
is not always done. Whenever there is any Einopean interest at slake 
(Government has thrown all its W’eight on the side of capital and I may 
take it that there is nothing unusual or extraordinary in this. This 
will happen as a matter of course in this country. Tins fight is really 
a part of the bigger fight for the freedom of the country and it is well 
kiu^wn that in all fights for the freedom of a c(mnlry there must be 
bloodshed. Bhxsished is essential but we are an urmrmed people, there- 
fore us far us human vision gfK*s there is not the reimdest possibilitlll of 
regular bloodshed in attaining the freedom of the country. It is the 
mysterious dispensation of l*rovi<lence (hat our blood should he shed 
in such fashion. I find no W’ord of regret hen* over this incident; that 
was also the com[»laint made in the Legislative Assembly. So far as 
this (’oum il is concermvl we have had sojiie gentlemen on the other 
side laughing and smiling over this im ident. However, 1 shall only 
say this that the station yard at Kharagpur ivill U* the graveyard not 
of labour hut of capitalism and iiujHTialism. Every drop of blood that 
was shed in that station yard would contribute to the price with which 
the freedom of the country will have to W purchased. 

Before I conclude 1 shouhl like to put the.se questions to the Hon’ble 

Membir: — 

(1) Why was the Auxiliary Force called out and by whomy 

(2) Is it a fatd that the members of the Auxiliar>' Force are the 

superior officers of the employees on strike? 
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(8) At what time did the firiug take p!at‘e aud at wlmt jiart of the 
station ? 

(4) Did the District Magistrate give the order for tiring ^ 

(5) At whose instance was the order issued!' 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Will you please hand over your ijuestions to ih# 
Hon'ble Member!' 

Babu AKHIL CHANDRA DATTA: Yes. that is l»ettei. 

Mr. W. L. TRAVERS: 1 rise U'caust* the Hon’hle Memln'r who has 
iust spoken, Mr. AkliiJ (’lumdia Datta. ainl Dr. Hoy apparently an* 
under the impression that some laughtei hert‘ tm this side was a jeer at 
some unfortunate sufferers at Khaiiigf>ur. 1 den> that most stjemi- 
ously. 1 wish to eorrtst that im])re.s.sion in the mind of my friand 
.Mr. Akhil Chandra Datta. We deplore as niueh as an> Indian member 
any suffering that has been caused In unnecessai.\ firing either by the 
Au.xilittiy l''orce or the |)oli<r oi anybod.v el.se. Dur laughtei was eaused 
hy some wor<ls in Dr. Ho\ s sjH*ech and our laughter was due simply 
t(; the woi'ds which he used. Wc* considiu that his speech was 
'* ffinisx ”, the com lusioiis whi< h he drew and the e^id^‘ncc that he 
produced were flims\ and w(' laughed at his language simpK. I saw* 
just now my friend Mr. Sen fiupia smiled at a remark that was made by 
the gtoilleman behiini me who sup|Mirt(*d the resolution, (fur laughter 
was exactly the same as that of Mi. Sen (nipta. We smiled simply at 
the language and 1 tleeplv regret that any nienilmr of this Ifoilw* 
should for a moment imagim* that we should smile at an> shooting or 
suffering among our fellow subjects in Heiigal. 

Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY antf Babu AKHIL CHANDRA 
DATTA: We ac(e]>t \oui explanation. 

Mr. W. L. TRAVERS : You aix* satisfied)' Thank \ou. 

Now on this main point itwdf. I iiiyHelf think that it is unproven, 

I have lifuid from Mr. K. (’. Ra> Chaudhuri a statement made by a 
mail who bus been shot. If there were any uiiiiei^asaiy shooting, any 
shooting at all that could jmssibly be prevented, I would join in con- 
demning it but at pre.siMit 1 consider it unproven. Dr. Hoy’s inethmli 
of inquiry as to whether the facts which are reported are true or not ia 
one that I liave a strong objection to. I do not flunk that a^inia* 
tratioii in this country or, for the mutter of that, in any other, would 
he possible. If when any officer it dues not matter whether be be 
British or Indian a District Magistrate or a policeman -is plac#d in a 
difficult position und he takes such action as he thinks good and 

7 
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a mistake, I do not think that an enquiry by a commisBiou of non- 
officials would make adminigtration in the country possible. You 
must leave that eiiquiiy to be done by the officers above him. Because 
Dr. Hoy is against Oovei-nment I know ho has no use for such an 
enquiry, but I put it to Di*. Itoy that it may be within the next 10 
years that he himself will be a Minister sitting in power there under 
perhaps a ditl'erent constitution. 

Dr. BIOHAN CHANDRA ROY. Under the Swaraj Government. 

Mr. W. L. TRAVERS: But slill he might be in that jKJsition and 
let us suppose that one of his officers has made a mistake. If he has 
made a mistake (miiul u»u, 1 do not admit tor a moment tliat there 
has been a mistake) he will then oppose any committee of non-officials 
to emjuire into Ihe officer\s eondue.l. Moreover, T do not know 
Mr, Heid or an\ menib(‘i- of the Auxiliary h'orce at Kharagpur but 1 
say that if there is any reason for an eiuiuirv it must he a Government 
cm|uiry which would have the confidence of Hiose who are condemned 
unheard us well as of those who are heard on tlie other side. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE: 1 'he (iiiestion that has been 
raised is one which I take it should be discussed (juite apart from j)oli- 
tical considerations, and is of so mmdi importance that it concerns every 
citizen in this country. If I luive heard Mi*. Travers aright T under- 
stood him to say that ^\e must understand the ])osition i]i which gentle- 
men have to diHcharge their duties so that if they make mistakes no 
commission <if inquiry (d‘ mm-officials in any event need he sent in the 
interests of law and order but that it shoubl only be (*nquired into by 
Government officers concerned. I am tempted to reply to him by saying 
that unles.s such mistakes are rectified at the earliest opportunity the 
lives of people would be very unsafe, lajcause I Ik* strikes are only f)f 
recent occurrence and they might occur in any part of the country 
sooner or later. 

Very unfortunately, in the pa.st shooting has been too frequently 
done. Not that w^e do not realise that there may Ik* posgihility of mig- 
takes, not that we do not mdise that e\<*n where mistakes are commit- 
ted the officer can l>e guillotined; we do realise all that. But in spite 
of that it is known to many in this House that us a matter of fact 
shooting is too freiiuently resorted to where other things could ha\e 
been dune. AVe do not deny that the ultimate resort for everything 
in human life is force. But at the same time tbrce is not resorted to 
Until it 18 absolutely tin* lust, and from that {loiiit of view we realise 
that in a conflict where capital and labour is concerned and where 
administration is likely to be misunderstood us moving in the interests 
Of capital and wealth it is very much better that administration will 
JMWtaa before it strikes dangeit)U8ly into the heart of the people. In 
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any movement between capital and labour I nhonld think that bayonet* 
ing, shooting or things like that should be resorted to as a last measure, 
as a moafiure where public opinion will say that there is no other alter- 
native. But in spite of that we find that at the slightest nervousness 
of certain gentlemen who may happen to l>e on the spot shooting is 
resorted to. It is a thing which we in this House view with great 
dismay and concern. Such drastic action, in a matter which does not 
aflfect law and order and which can safely and tactfiillv Ih‘ l>andled, 
is unjustifiable. I will not take much lime by discuvsing other ((ues- 
(ions. I should add one w(nd as a protest against the method in which 
the Auxiliary Force has Wen emplo\ed. I think it is a well-known 
principle that a man who is cmi<eiiied in an affair should not be 
employed in his own favour hut this has been dcme in thi^ strike, if 
ihe statement of my friend Dr. H, (’. Hoy is correct. As n matter of 
fa<*t the Auxiliary Force is (oustituted of those \er\ pev>ple against 
whom there are certain grievances grievames with which we have no 
concern in this motion. 1 should add that the Auxiliarv Force should 
not have Wen employed. • Tin* police force c(uild and should hav(* been 
emj)loye(l, if at all. If the Auxiliary Fone is MuphiNed. there is n 
natural tendency on the part of tlie f(»r<*e employed to step hevemd the 
limits. So fat as this Hiuise is eoncenied, w'e rwoid our views that in 
a confliet Wtw’een one class and amither it is t(» 1m* seen that nothing 
should W done by whicli the < lass inteieste<l sbeubl 1m* appointed to 
fight the other. That is all that I ba\e to sa\. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: Sir, I ha\e listened w ith (onsi- 
fleiable care to a number of .sjM*ecbes, Iwcause I hoped to tind out what 
«as(‘ Oovernment liad to nn‘et, I regret to sa> that 1 am still as much 
in the dark as when I Ix'gaii. We lia\e. howe\er. been told one thing, 
which corroborates the information in m\ possession. Mi, K. (\ Huy 
Fhaudhuri has told us that the workmen got out of the control of tlieir 
lenders on the night of the llth February, There wuis a meeting that 
night at almui 7 o’clock and at abont a large portion of the men— 
alxiut 50tl to 1 .(KM) - rushed to the stutioii. They attacked the signal 
cuhins at each end and tin* men there were driven away or ran away. 
In any case tin* <‘r9ii(l took possession ot a large portion of the station. 
The Di.strict Mugi.strate got information of what had hfipjM^ncd. He 
was fortunately at Khanigpui at the time and so wuis the Superintend- 
ent of Police. He immediatel\ sent for the Armed Police and went to 
the station himself with the Superintendent of Poihe and a few of the 
“Uperior Railw'ay officials; and this handful of men tried to clear the 
platform. They got the crowd to iimve as far as the buy w here moior 
cars are taken off the trucks. There was apparently a heap of bullaaf 
on the line and the ciwd begun to throw stones. The Diatrict Magis- 
trate retreated to the station and waited until the Armed Police came. 
The District Magistrate, Mr* Reid, very wisely came to the conclusion 
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that with 30 or 40 armed men he would not be able to do much : so he 
called out the Auxiliary Force. That was at about 9-30 or a 

little later, and I may add that the Auxiliary Force arrived at about 
10-30 P.M. 

DR. BtOHAN CHANDRA ROY: May I know what the strength 
of the Auxiliary Force was^ 

Th« Hoffble Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: About 60 to 80 I think. 
When the Armed Police arrived, the District Magistrate detailed them 
with the Superintendent of l^dice to cleai* the platform up to the east 
cabin as the Puri Express was hung up there. ITiey had some diflS* 
culty in moving the < ro\vd buck, but they got to the east cabin and the 
l*uri Exjuess was worked into the station. After the Auxiliary Force 
ajrived they were d(‘lailed to clear the platform on tlie west side. I 
am bound to go intt» tlusse details because Dr. Hoy has not stuck to 
the question of firing but has also raised the other question of bayonet- 
ing. I shall explain what took place. The Auxiliary Force on arrival 
proceeded to clear the west platform up to the west cabin. As is laid 
down hy the regulations, before dealing with the mob bayonets w^ere 
fixed. The Auxiliary Fone wa.s received with .showets of stones and 
many people lay down on the line in front of the Puri Express and 
on the platform. They had consi«lerable diffi(‘ulty in moving these 
men. Now, Sir, if you ha\e to move a crr)wd wliich is hurling stoneh 
at you the very best thing you can do is to come as clo'ie to the crowd 
as po.ssihle, and that is exactly what they did. The casualties which 
were f(»und in h(<spital were very few — about twelve, out of which ^ 
or 4 cases were serious, .\ppareiitly what hnj)pened was this — as they 
were moving the croud hack they pricked them with their hayemets. 
At one point thcie was a dead end. You perhaps know that a line 
Koinetimes comes to a di*nd stop in the n)iddle of a jdatform. As the 
crowd was pushed ha< k some of tlie imd) u!id of the Auxiliary Force 
tumbled over the dead end and it is (piite possible that the man who 
waa struek in the fare was injui<*d here. There was obviously nothing 
in the way of u bayonet charge. So mindi for tlie Auxiliary F'orce, 
I come next to the police. 

'i i 

Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: May T empiire of the H<uFbIe 
MemWr whether he is jirepared to deny that the Auxiliary Force had 
anything to do with the firing? 

Thi HOfl’Mt Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: I absolutely and emphatically 
deny that they had anything to do with it and I will give my reasons. 
Now, in the first pla(‘e the Auxiliary Force were armed with *303 ball 
catridges. The gun-shot wound was caused by bucdishot with which 
the armed police were supplied. In the second place, X have here a 
oertifit^ate from the Colonel Commanding the First Battalion, Bengal 
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lifagplur Eailway Bagiment, to the effect that on the night of llih 
Pebmary 1927, the Ist Battalion did not fire any shoU. The ammuni- 
tion and the rifles were checked according to orders and all were found 
to be correct. The nminnnition issued was checked and the rifles were 
clean. 


Dr. BIOHAN CHANDRA ROY: Is the Tloirhle MemW satisfied 
that the shots were fired by the poli(‘e? 

ThO Hotl’Mo Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: f am satisfied that the shota 
were fired by the police and I am coming back to it in a minute. 

Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: May 1 enquire of the Hon’bk 
Member the names of the policemen who fired? 

The HonriNe Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: (hu‘ is Makrani Tewari and 
the other is Kariman Singh. 

Mr. 8. C. B08E: Is the Ilon'hlc Member satisfied that these were 
not cases of suicide? * 


Mr. A. C. BANER4EE: Or oi attempted suicide? 

The Hofl’Me Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: As tar as 1 know nolK>dy has 
<lied. 1 will now mention the place wlicre the firing took place. 
Mr. (Jook, the Assistant Superintendent of Police, came hack with a 
section ol the aimed police from the east cabin and found a large 
number of iikmi t<» the north oi the level crossing near (lolbaxur 
hurling stones at a small picket under a havildar. lie look his men 
there and tried to move hack the crowd into (folhajtar hut the latter 
halted and violently pelted the police with .stones. 

8ir ABD.UR-RAHIM: May I know if any of the policemen were 
injured? 

The Hofi’ble Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: Mr. (V>ok received a brick on 
his head and Mr. Waterworth. the Superintendent of Police, and a 
number of constables were also injurml. The crowd continued to throw 
stones and began to advance and Mr. ('fiok repeatedly w^arried them 
that if they continued to do so he would he obliged to fire. He had 
only a dozen men w’ith him and the mob still advanced. So he issued 
orders to Makram Tewari and Karininn Singh to fire one round of 
buckshot each and they did so. I have their statements here. A man 
was picked up suffering from buckshot wounds and a pellet was subae* 
quently found by X-llay. There were no memberH of the Auxiliary 
Force there. Subsequently a sectiim of the Auxiliary Fonre came up 
and reinforced Mr. (.-ook and a little later the District Magistrate 
btmaelf arrived with some more of the Auxiliary Force. T put it to 
you, Sir 
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Or. BIOHAN CHANDRA ROY: I am sorry, Sir, I am a naisance. 
May I know whether the order to fire was jnven by the District Ma^^s. 
trate or the police officer? 

Thd Hofl’Me Mr. A. Na MOBERLY* The officer in charge of the 
police. 

Mr. S. C. BOSE: Wm any warning given? 

Tha Hoft’Mc Mr. A. N. MOBERLY. He warned them time after 
time. 

Babu AKHIL CHANDRA DATTA: May 1 enquire 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Ytui might a.^k the Hon’ble Member questione 
after he Iiuh finished his Hpoech. T think there has been too much 
interruptions. 

Tha Hon’bla Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: I ha\e >tated the tacth and 
the evidence. 1 have mentioned the statement of the two ronstables 
who fired. I d<i not know what else iN wanted. 

I may state that every one of tlie wounded men i.s now out of hospital 
except three of the most serious cases and one man with a buckshot 
w'ou nd on liis knee, 

Tliis motion is only witli regard to firing and 1 juit it to you that 
the firing was not onl> justified but it was absohitely unavoidable. 
There wa*« a small lorce ot a about a dozen judiceiiien to control a 
large number of peopb* armed willi stones. It the jiolice were over- 
whelmed there would have been more easualties. As it wus. a number 
ot eoustables and Mf. t^Fok also and 

Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: May 1 inquire of the llon'ble 
Memlxu* whether the <‘asuulties in the jiolice laiik oeeurred before and 
aftei the firing and also the plaee in W'hi< h the\ occurred? 

The Hon’bla Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: Some ot them oeeurred before 
the firing on the s|>ot at which firing IfKik plw^e and some of them 
occurred in other places also. There were |v»ssibly one or tw’o casualties 
after the firing took place when the mob j'etreated behind the corner 
and continued to thi^ow* stones from there. 

Sir, it has lieeu .suggested that the Auxiliary Force and the police 
were kept in readiness at the station. That is not a foid. The District 
Magistrate was at the station long before the Auxiliarx’ Force and the 
police were there. 
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I will now proceed to answer the questions put to me: — , 

( 1 ) Why was the Auxiliary Foi-ce called out and by whom? 

The answer is — by the Distri<‘i Muj^istrule because he had not 
sufficient police force at his dispo'^ul to deal with the >it nation. He 
had only about dO to 40 constables to deal with a mob ot almut 500 to 
a thousand persons on the platform. 

(2) Is it a fact that members of the Auxiliary For<'e were bU|>erior 

officers of the emjjloyeo on strike? 

I am not in a position to answer this question except that the 
members of the Auxiliary Force have been alluded to by the wounded 
man who was quoted by Mr. Hay riumdlniii as Inthnlotj which probably 
means that they were apprentices in the Ben^^al Na^fpur Railway work* 
shop, 

(d) At what time did the firini^ take place and at what part of the 
station ? 

It took place near Golbazanr and (he actual time would probably 
l»e somewhere about 11 o’idock. 

(4) Did the District Mu^risrate «:ive the order l(*r fire? 

No, 

('5) At whose instance sucli order was issued? 

The Assistant Superintendent ot Police. 

(0) At what time was the order of the District Magistrate for 
firing given? 

The question does not arise. 

I think that is all 1 have got to say and I hope the House will 
support the officers who maintained order under such difficult circum* 
stances and showed such self-restraint. 

(At this stag’e the Council was mljourmd for 15 minutea.) 

[After the ndjouniiiient. | 

Mr. A. C« BANER4EE: Sir, I move that the question be now put. 

The Hon’ble the President ordered a rcunliiig of hands but that prov- 
ing inconclusive, he ordered a division to be taken. 

The closure was then put and de< lnred lost, the voting l>ei«g 68 for 
and 40 against it, a two-thirds majority not being obtained. 

Mr. FRESIDEMTj The result is that the debate will oontigue. 
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Sir ABD*UR-RAHIMs Sir, there can be no doubt that Dr. Eo> 
was perfectly justified in brining forward this motion before the House. 
Firing on a crowd is always a serious matter and has to be strictly 
justified. The position is this. There was a strike amongst the 
•nfployees of the Jlengal Nagpur Railway at Kharagpur because they 
had certain grievances, and it is alleged, in fact admitted, that on the 
night of the 11th there was a firing on a crowd of the strikers. The 
I'esult of the firing was that one man was wounded — I am told not 
very seriously, and the man survived. The Tlon'hle Member in charge 
of the Police has made a very clear statement and we have now at any 
rate one version of the facts before us. But one thing i miss in the 
Han'ble Mr. Moberly’s statement, and that is a description of the cir- 
cujnstauces which would support a definite statement, that the situation 
could no! have been saved without firing. 1 cannot reproduce from 
memory the exact language of the law* on the point, but I think the 
purport is that to justify firing on a crowd, it lias to be shown that the 
peace of the place was likely to be so distuibed, tliat the danger to life and 
property was so imminent and that the mob wa> so violent that you 
could not save the ^it nation without firing on the mob. That is what 
has to be proved. Mr. Moberly, so far as I lia\e folhjwed him. and I 
have folhiwed him Nery <‘arefully, althougii la* gave \is a general state- 
ment of the facts, did not tell us in so many wouls and did not point 
out the particular circuimstaiices wdiich justified tlie jiolice (diii'ei who 
ordere<l the firing in coming to a reaNonalde conclusion that in the 
circumstances in which he was placed it would not have heiMi possible 
to save the lives and property of the people* at Kharagjmr unless he 
ordered firing as he <lid. It is very fortunate that ik> live'* were lost, 
but public opinion is rightly \ery seiisitivt* on the e[ueslion of firing 
and public opinieui in smh a matter must la* icspeeted. I (annot, 
therefore, say that up m»w’ the House enn l»c ^aid t(> he ^atisfied that 
the e-ircuiustaiices in which the firing t<K*k placi* were ^uch as to justily 
the action taken. That is really what ought to he made cleat. Theie 
is another thing which 1 must put before the House and that is this: 
that when an incident like this has takt*n place it was the duty f 
Oovernment at the earliest possible moment to isMu* a full rommunirfur 
describing the facts so (hat the public might not he groping in the 
dark in order to fiml out what actually t<K)k place. A serious situation 
did arin*^ in Kharagpur and I do not know' whether the jftatus quo — the 
normal condition of things — has yet been restored. So far as T am 
aWate, no eowtuuniquf has been puhli»he<l giving a full account of all 
that happened ami justifying the action taken there. I do not think 
that I ran in the state of facts that have l»een disclosed to us, go any 
further than Hiat, but 1 do say that so far, (Government wei-e not justi- 
fied in their action and I do hope that a fuller statement will W forth- 
comiti^ from the Onvernmeiit of Bengal 
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lb* W. C« WORDSWORTH: I shall brief in supporting 
Mr. Travers as the second speaker from this group. I wish to make it 
clear that we are not indueiiced in our opinion by the consideration 
that this deplorable o<Turi*ence was the out(H)ine of a strike. Men who 
have been born and bmught up in the industrial atmosphere of Kngiund 
are not likely to impute blame easily in the matter of an industrial 
dispute. We are all aci iistomed to such disputes. What is necessary 
is that this strike should be settled as warn as jmssible, and with as 
little sting as possible. It is your ruling. Sir, that we should (‘online 
ourselves to the actual (KM uneuce of the firing. 1 admit that I share 
the difficulty felt by many other inembei's of this House that as the 
(HTurrence was the result of an industrial dispute at Kharagpur they 
cannot but refer to the causes which led to that disputt*, but I shall do 
my best to obey your ruling. What we are called upon to discuss to- 
day is virtually a v(»te of censure on (bivcriiment because there was 
firing at Kharagpur. Hut in other languagi*, it means we art* to con- 
demn the action of (lovernnient ami i^'^ officers htMuuse it has been 
found necessary to check vi(>leiicc In violence, rnfortuuately hmg 
experience has not sufficed to find any (»ther way of deiiling with these 
emergencies. It is not denied that the situation at Kharagpur was 
serious: it is lud denied that propeitv was being attacked and jirc- 
suinably persons also, and if authority hud failed and riot had got the 
upper hand what would the House and the public* of Hengal have said!" 

■ It is the business of antluuilN in the last resort to protect by all tneaxis 
in its jH>wer all persons and pro]>ert\ when attacked. The charge has 
been made that at Kharagpur authority defended the property of 
employers, but it was the pmperty of employers that was being attacked 
and wrecked, riiat was the accident of the situation, but the for(‘e 
which (lovernnient could employ was available for the protection of 
any pi'opeity or person attacked in this way, and 1 trust, therefore, that 
that argument will have no tonv with the members of this House. 
The charge was made often last year that the (loveniiiient of Bengal 
was chary in using force to [»rote(‘t life and pi-operty in (’alcuttn. The 
accusation has now bci*n turned round and (loveriiment is assailed from 
the other direction. 

This resolution is in effwt a i-eflection on the District Magistrate. 
Xow I would ask yem to consider who this District Magistrate is. Tt 
has been suggested that he uiav have lost his nerve, that he may have 
got excited and that generally he may have failed to control the situa- 
tion. This District Magistrate is one of the most ex)>erienced ofbeers 
in Bengal. He has proved himself in bis long service to be one of the 
ablest officei-s in Bengal ; he has won very high opinion in the diatricis 
in which he has aer\'ed, and at Rajahahi some years ago at the time of 
the HfMMts by what he did he won the gratitude of the people of the 
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whole district and the unstinted admiration of the province. We can- 
not separate the personality of the Magistrate from the events at 
Kharagpur, and his personality is a sutticient answer to the accusation^ 
that have been made. From the Government spokesman we have 
heard what the firing (joiisisted of. One member has said that three 
bulIelN have been taken out ol the injured man. I think he did not 
intend to use tliat woid in its te(thui(‘ul sense. Probably shots was the 
word he intended; we have it from the Government bench and we have 
the support of written certificates from Kharag[mr that only bueks]ii>t 
was used and the rides of the Auxiliary Force w'ere not discharged. I 
think w'c may iiccept that us true beyond doubt. I have nothing more 
to say except that we recognise the generosity of Dr. B. C. Roy in 
accepting our disclnimcr ot any intention to be Hippant. We share 
his sorrow at the deplorable occurrence at Kharagpur and if we differ 
from him at all and other speakers it is not that we dissociate ourselves 
from their earnest nes?,, but only that wc are unable to accept their con- 
clusions from the evidence or lecoiicile them with the statement that 
has been put befoie us. We think that our friemK opposite have 
adopted an unnecessarily disturbing method of obtaining the informa- 
tion that is due to the publi<‘ about tliis (WTUirence. 

Rai JADUNATH MAZUMOAR Bahadur: The measure brought 
before the House this afternoon is a serious one and whether a man 
was wounded with a biicksliot or bullet is altogetlier a matter of 
indifference under this adjournment motions. The (picstion is w’hether 
the man was shot and if be was shot whether he was shot by the 
police or by the Auxiliary Force. It has been stated here on good 
authority by the Hon’ble Mr. Mobeily that the Auxiliary Force did 
not fire. They never use buckshots, they always use bullets. If a 
buckshot was extracted from the body of the man, it is clear that tin* 
Auxiliary P'orce did not fire. 

(Several ineinbers of the Sw araj party : Will the boiPble member 
please raise bis voice?) 

Rul JADUNATH MAZUMDAR Bahadur (speaking louder) ; Will 
>ou have that? Will this do? If the gentlemen wish me to raise 
my voice, they may find themselves compelled to leave the Council 
Chamber so terrible a noise it will make. 

m 

Mr. PRESIDENT : You should address me and not individual 
tuembers. 

Ral JADUNATH MAZUMDAR Bahadur i On this occasion, it 
is clear that buckshots were fired and not bullets; therefore it is also 
clear that the Anailinry Force did not fire and the ftolice did, but 
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tho police must justify the iiring and state under whose orders they 
fired. If the District Magistrate found that the situation was so 
critical that it could not be quelled wtihout firing at the crowd, he 
could not wait for the orders of the Government. 

We have got the statement of the dead man and from that we 
learn that he was fired at 10 r.M. The Hon ’hie Mr. Moberly could 
not tell us when the man was fired. Was there any rioting on the 
station at about 10 r.M.? If so, what was the numher of rioters 
i)resent? These facts are not before us. We must remember that 

labour is i\pt properly represented in this House; at (he same time 

we must not arrive at any conclusion without hearing (he other party. 
Of course the other party is an influential one and is represented h\ 
the Bengal Chamber of Commerce and other Assiw iations in this 
Council. But, however, influential they may he. justice requijes that 
we should hear both sides : my legal instinct always ('ompels me 
not to be influenced by any plea of one particular side only. J say. 
Sir, it is of no use condemning Government ^^i^houf knowing the 
facts. If it was not necessary to fire in order to quell the riot, then 

the officer who gave the order to fire must he censured. But are we 

sure of the facts? Mr. K. C. Kay Chuudhuri stated that the man 
was going to the railway station to see some of his ndations ofi 
Tf this is so and if he liad taken no part in tlie riot, it was .surely 
very bad on the part of anvoiie, be be a police oftict'r or a member of 
the Auxiliary Force, to liavj* shot him, but wo must have the fact.s. 
We must not make a ]>oliticHl issue of this ({invstion. 1 do not .sa\ 
(bat our European friends are indifferent to Indian lives. Every Euro- 
pean whether he he a Government officer oi a merclmrd has as much 
regard for human lives ms we have, althmigh we have occasional exhi- 
bitions of bad humour on their part in the shape of rupture of spleen 
of poor Indians. Higher class Europcairs arc fully aware of ll»e fact 
that whenever Indians lose their lives at the hands of a Kuro|Huin, 
it goes not only against them hut also against Government. What- 
ever the non-official Europeans do is attrihuted to the Gr»vernmenf ; 
the better class among them are always found very reluctant to asso- 
ciate themselves with any action which jienalises Indian lives. On 
this occasion we are not sur#* of facts. We arc groping in the dark. 
It may be that this man was unnecessarily shot — shot witlirmt rhyme 
or reason — or it may he that it was necessary. I repent again (hat 
the motion of Dr. Kov’s should not l>e made a political or a party 
question. 

Of course, capital requires prote<*tion as much as labour does. I 
understand that 80 per cent, of the shareholders of the Bengal-Nagpur 
Railway are Indians; if that is so, the conflict is between Indian 
labour and Indian capital. Conflict between labour and capital there 
must always be, and always has been there from time immemorial 
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anH shall continue. Of course tact, kindness and forbearance ait 
lequired to solve this eternal problem. I say again, Sir, that thi» 
question should not he made a political issue but should be treated 
on its merits alone. If the shooting was not really necessary tht! 
officer who gave the older to fire must be censured for his rashness. 
If it was necessary, for the protection of projierty, he should not be 
blamed but, Sir, this fjii(‘Mtloii should not be discussed from a {mlitical 
standfioint. 

Mr. a. M. SEN GUPTA : May I rise to a point of oi‘derP May 
f iisk you to give your ruling whether the lo minutes or rather the 
20 minutes for whicli you adjourned the Council for prayer should 
he counted within the 2 hours that we are entitled to discuss this 
question under section 84? 1 wish to say only one word with regard 

to tlie 

Mr. PRESIDENT : f do nol think you should raise this point 
now — not till after T o’clock. 

Mr. J. M. SEN GUPTA : There are only four minutes more. 

Mr. PRESIDENT : That docs not matter. Yon cun raise that 
I>oinl after 7 r.M. 

Mr. C. G. COOPER : The (V)ngress party having asked for elosure 
1 do not see how it can now fairly ask to have it both ways. 

Babu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE : Though it i.s unfortunate 
that we cannot press this motion to a division, yet under the circums- 
tances 1 am justified in claiming the closnrc-volc us a moral victory 
for one side of the House, lly 58 voles against 40 this Council has 
declared its emphatic condemnation of the action of the Government 
regarding the outrages at Kharagpur; and whether we can press the 
matter to n vote or not, 1 regard it ns a circumstance of good augury 
for the future. It shows that the (lovernment (cannot count upon 
a servile majority in this II<nise. and that, in future, they will me,et 
with stern and hitter <»piK^sition if the wish to follow any arbitrary 
line of policy or (‘ondiud. 1 was astounded by the ignorance professed 
and calml> professed by the rTon’hle Mr. Moherly. This shotiting and 
bayoneting took place on the 11 th of February. Sir, I refer deli- 
berately to the bayoneting though Mr. Molrerly seemed to be nervous 
about it and you, Mr. I’resident. ruled that no reference should be 
made to this 

Mr. PREtIDENT 2 Mr. Banner jee, you cannot refer to that. Toll 
tnuat not forget my decision on this point. 
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Mhu JITiNDRALAL BANNERJEE: Sir, I d« not question your 
rulin®; but, I want to make it l>erfectly clear that the ehootiuR ami 
bayoneting go together; they foi-m jinrt of the same liuiisactioii. It 
doea not matter in the least if the motion mentions only the word 
“ shooting We cannot separate the two; and it is the two togeflier 
which form the object of our grave condemnation. .\s 1 was saying, 
I was astounded by the ignorance jmifessed by the llon'ble .Mr. 
Moberly. No doubt, the shooting took |>ulce on the 11th ; but the 
trouble and discontent of the railway men hud been simmering for 
some time past, and yet to-day the llon’ble Member comes before' us 
and calmly professes that he does not know any thing about the matter. 
1 say it is his business to know all about this matter. That is what 
lie is jjaid for 

Th© Hoil’IM© Mfi As Ns MOBER|^Y l Sir, on a peiHoiuil o.vplu- 
iiatioii. I did not say fliat 1 knew notliin^ akout tlu* iiuitter; in fact 
1 know ever>'tln’nji: aliout it. 

Bftbu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEEs 1 was roforrin^ to striko; 
and about that lie has ]irolosHO(l his ij»^noraiM'o although it in his busi- 
ness to know all about it. If ho oarod foi tin* wolfaro and tho ffood 
administration ot tlio oountry, ho 'shonhl luivt* run dtiwn to Kliara^pnr 
and Hottled tin* mattor hofon* now. Thiv i^ tin* husinosH that Uoirhh* 
Members havo jifot to do and not sim])l\ to wiito up nioo ropoits 
compiled for tho pur]K>,s(‘ of hnmhn^^^iiijr tho public. And just as 
T was astoundod by his i^nohmcc. [ Wiis f*r|ually astoundod hy tho 
character of tho dofonce* which ho soujrht to put uo and not simply 
ho. hut alsfi tho Kurojioaii lucmhors on tho otlnu* sido. Mr. Travers 
contoiidod, that tho caso ajfaiust tin* (io\ orumout luul boon not piiivod* 
hut tho hoot is uimiti tho otln*r h*jr. W<* ha\o jirovod our caso to 
tho hilt; wo havo shown that thoro wns shoot iii^»‘ and hayonotinif: 
and it is for tho (lovorninont to shnw that tho shooting'’ was Jnstifiod. 
But up till now" that justifioatifui has not boon forthcoming’’. Wo havi* 
hoard alaiut st4>no thiowin^ and of hurling’’ of hn’f khats; hut, whoro 
are your casualties? W<* ha\o onMlnce<l tho viotims f»f yimr shootinjf. 
But whoro are tho victims <jf thoso imairinarv bric kbats of yours? Wo 
havo al.so hoard that nothing? inoio than m*c‘«*ssarv forco was used, 
and that the only force used was for tho purpose of clearing tho station 
yard. This is a most imneurato vorsifm of facts. So far as tho east 
cabin was con<‘ornod, tlio peoplo who bad coiijfrojfatod thoro W"oro 
pursued dow'ii to tho town settlomont which is far beyond tbo station 
yard, and there the Auxiliary Force and tho jsdicomen nitaokod thoin. 
Sir, a most futile distinction has hoen soutrhi to he made between the 
Auxiliary Force and the ixdice: hut in either caso tho restionsibility 
of the GoTernment and of the District Mas'istratc is the same. The 
Auxiliary Force and the policemen pursued the men to the town 
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<(ettlement and disturbed a Saiaswati Puja ceremony that was proceeding 
there. Was this a case of necessary force being used for the purpose 
of clearing the station yard ? So far as the west cabin was concerned 
the men were pursued down to the bazar and a man wag actualb 
shof a( I he shop of a tradesman. And would you speak of necessaxy 
force here also? Sir, the clock is against me, and I shall not tir< 
the patiem-e of the f'ouncil much longer. But. as I began by saying 
though we cannot push the matter to a vote, yet I think the Houg< 
has emphatically expressed its condemiiution of an incident which ww 
a crime against labour, a crime against humanity, and a crime againsi 
(iod; and it is this sort of crime that will destroy your Governmeni 
much sootier than the disloyalty of the subject population. 

The HOfl'ble Mr. J* DONALD* T understand that tlie two hourt; 
ulloHed for Ihe adjournment motion have elapsed and the debate should 
close now, * 

Mr* Ji M. SEN GUPTA S May T submit a point for your ruling, Sir? 
^'ou adjourned this sitting for half an hour or so for prayers. Would 
it be said that the IToiLse has had two hours and the debate should 
terminati* now automatically. Supposing we had to adjourn for sfune 
time and we took niueh longer to come hack, would it he said tlint the 
two lioui's allotted for the dehate have elapsed? 

Dr. PRAMATHANATH BANERJEA: Tuo boms of debate. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: To me it appears that the rule eonlemplates that 
tuo hours have ;iot to Im* ilevoted t<i the discussion of the motion that is 
before the House. The debate should therefore eonlimie up to 7-20. 

( Hear, liear ) 

Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: Mr. Piesident, I listened with more than 
(M'dinaiy admiration to the speech of the last speaker who has brought in 
a matter of which T never heard hefoi(‘, /.c.. this riot v\as eomieeted with 
the SuiHsuati Puja. Moi(‘over whatever Ih‘ the ignorance which 
appuKMitly ' haraeterises (bivernmeiit Meml»ers T find tliat the HonTde 
Memhei is not a^^al■e that strikes du not come within the cognizance of 
the llon’hle Memher-in-ehurge of the Political Department hut an* dealt 
uith in tin* ^’oiinneree Department for which another Hoiride Member 
speaks, 

Sir Abd-ur-Raliim has said that he was not satisfied of the mn'esHity 
of firing. 1 think the best thing for me to do is to read to the Council 
u report submitted by the AsHiatauf Superintendent of Police who was 
in ehaige of the party which fired; and wuth your permission, Sir, I 
propose fo do so. Of eoui-se, I start with the presumption that you have 
to accept that a Government official states the facts correctly. If not, 
then it is no use reading anything. 
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MlV A« C« BANERJEEs Not of the person who is himself guilty. 

Blllli AKHIL CHANDRA DATTA. May I ask u question which was 
not answered.^ Is it merely a veraion of the man on the spot or the 
iinding of the authorities who made an enquiry into the matter)^ 

Mr. W. 0. R. PRENTICE: T pn>po>e to read an account of the 
Assistant Superintendent who was in charge of the party that fired and 
I jiropose to supplement it tiy the report .submitted by the District 
Magistrate who arrived on the spot shortly after and made an enquiry 
into the matter and reported on the facts. A responsit)lc (Government 
official is iust as much capable of telling (he truth as any member of (he 
Council. 


Mft lit Mt SEN GUPTA: Why was not tlie report jmblished l>efure 
in an official com Kninnijue? 

Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: I [iiopose to <Ieul witli the question of a 
coinmmnque later on. The lepmt is as folbius: — 

“ ()ii the night of the 11th of Fehruaix I was called out at alamt 
i‘.M. The Town Inspector informed me that tin* workmen had 
<ierlared a lighting strike, and hud goin* to the station (<» stop the trains. 

I proceeded to dapatapiir and called out the armed branch, and then 
returned to the statiim. With the arri\al «»f the armed branch the 
Superintendent of Police and 1 went with tlo*m to the east cabin where 
a erowd was holding u[i the ibiri Kxpress. 

We found a large and uniul\ crowd n>und the east cabin, who on our 
arrival pelted us with ballast stones. The Supenntemlent and several 
constables ncre injuied, aJid I receive<l a cut on m> head. We ilispersi*d 
the crowd with great difficulty, and dio\c them off the railway property, 
they kept up a .shower of stones and brickbats the whole tinn*, and kept 
Jeering at us and uiging U" to fire on them. Having driven them hack 
1 went off to colleid reifilorccments, I retuiiied a little latej with about 
two sections. I left <me havildai line u.s a pif’ket, and ndumed 
towards the station with the other men. Hearing a noise from the tnuu 
sid<‘ 1 proceeded towards (he main level ciossing. Here I found a large 
erowd about 2tl >ards on the north side of the crossing throwing stones 
at A party of armed hranch men, who were stationed on the crossing, I 
collected these men and pushed the crowd bwk lo the entnince to 
Golbuzar. Here the\ halted, and showered biii'khuis, etc., on u«. We 
held them there for some time. Then they .started to attm'k us, and 
advanced shouting and threwing stones. I warned them several times 
that T would fire on them if they did not retreat, but my warnings were 
of no effect. I ordered two men forward, and on niy command they 
fired one round ea<*h, no other lounds were fired. Apparently one of the 
crowd was injured, and they retreated. A eectiun of A. F. I. then came 
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up and reinforced us. The crowd continued pelting stones from b^ind 
the comer, several of iny men had been injured previous to my opening 
fire. A little later, the District Magistrate arrived with some more of 
the A. F. I. and we dispersed tho crowd. We remained at the level 
crossing. At about I a.m. I went on patrol with a section of men in a 
motor lorry. We went round the traffic settlement, and Golbacar, and 
found all quiet. I then lemained on duty at the railway station for the 
rest of the night.'’ 

This is ulml Mr. lleid says: — 

“ Mr. tJook says that' lie and his constables were warning the rioted 
the whole time that if they did not go away they w’ould be fired at.” 

Now, I venture to suggest that that is a clear and explicit awiount 
of what actually hajipened. There is no cojiceulnieiit of facts. Attach- 
ed to the re|M»rt are the stuti'iiuMits of the hvo constables who actually 
fired under the admitted orders of Mr. (.\)()k. Yon have* also heard that 
Mr. Jteid arrived there shortly uftei this, cikI he at once held an 
'eiu^uiry and his conclusions are as follows: — 

(I) That reicnirse to firing was absolutely nccivssury. 

i'J) That no more rounds were fired than were absolutely necessary. 

(.‘i) That till* firing was absolutely under control. 

(/) That the tem|H*r and behaviour of tin* men were such that 
Mr. (\)ok had no other alternative in tin* execution of his duty but to 
ojK»n fire. 

You may say that Mr. Cook is a young ami an im*xperieiiced officer.- 
The members of this Council will rcmcmlH*r that in May last year there 
were serious (‘ommunul riots at Kharag|>ur and Mr. Cook’s nmduci in 
connection with these riots is charuitei ised as follows: — 

Mr. A. C. BANERdEE: lly whumy 

Mr. W. 0. R. PRENTICE: Hy (luverninenl : “This young offiirer 
has f^howii -tlH-oughout marketl energy and commonsense." 

BaBu AKHIL CHANDRA DATTA: 1 lise to a imint of order. 
May 1 ftsk bow this is relevant to this discussion ? This is a certificate 
given by Ooveriinient in regard to another matter. 

Mr. PRBBIDENT: 1 think Mr. 1*1 entice is perfectly justified in 
readitig what Government actually thought of Mr. Cook. 

Mr. A. 0. BANERdEE: 111 cuuiiection with another luatleri' 

Mr. PRIfUlINTt It does not matter. 
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Hr. W. D. R. PRENTICE* I was jroing to say that he had shown 
mwied conimonsense combined with an imperturbable temper 

Of« BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: May I ask whether the statement 
was -based on an enquiry made from thofSe who were shot? 

» > .'i 

Mr* PRESIDENT: I think, Mr. Prentice, you should answer these 
questions after you have finished your speech. 

Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: I thought tl»at he had finished his 
>^ech. 


^ Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: I read that out in order to show the 
character of Mr. (V>ok in connectkm with the riots of May. It shows 
that he was not a young and inexperieneeMl officer who was fikely t(» 
lo.se his head in difficult circum.stances. In the previous riots he had 
shown that he could control liis tenq>er ab.solutely and I was going to 
say that under the j)re.Hent ,4j*'t‘’*nistam'es,i* (ioyernmtqit is 
satisfied that there was no (luestion of his losing his teinpiu', and 
report shows that he warned tlu* crowd several times, to go* away but 
tift* crowd again commenced to advance and drove the isdice to the 
level ci^ofcsing and then he ordered the p(dice to fire. I was going to say 
that he was jHufectly justified in ordeiing the police to fi?c under the 
circumstances. 

Mr. 8. C. BOSE; Where was th<‘ Superintendent then? ^ 

Mr. PRESIDENT: This question should be jiut aftnr Mr. PMmtie© 
has finished his sp(‘ech. 

Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: I (unnot say the exact spot on the rail- 
way station wliere the Supei int<*n«lent of l*olic«‘ was at the time but 1 
shall look it up later on if the hoirble member wishes lo*bavo the 
information. I can only deal with i^at emen ts ‘ 

persons. " ^ 

Mr. J. M. SEN GUPTA: Have \ou got any statemeni from the 
vic-tims ‘ 

Mr* W* D* R* PRENTICE: There is a statement by • of" the 
victim^ attached to the rejKirt. I have not read it out because 
^ Mr. K. C. Ray Chaudhun read it in the cour.se of his s|)eech. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Prentice. your words should l)e addressed to 
the Chair and not to the members. ^ 


i 


8 
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Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: I am sorry, Sir. We Lave also a 
report made by an official of the Bengal Nagpur Railway who I pre- 
sume will also be considered to be a .Suspect and his report is as 
follows : — 

MjigJ^ook, Assistant Ruijerinteudent of Police, self, and Inspector 
Sraift with about 20 armed pcdice advanced to the Bazar Road, halt- 
mg just near the Sub-Power Station, where we formed fine and Mr. 
Cook ordered the men to get ready. . , , 

Meanwhile th^ crowd had commenced stoning us from the passage , 
way near Kiia.^ .Baksh’s shop which they kept up for a considerable 
time, nearly evjpijr dne in the party present got hit as the stones were 
coming vei*y qu^plcly, Wh from this entrance to the bazar and frem 
the compounds in front.'' . ** 

The crowd were warned to denist iji *Hindi by one of the armed 
police but they still kept throwing stones land advancing,, they would 
he about 40 yaids away. 

Meanwhile 'the position Vas becoming jery serious and the crow'd 
cohrmenoed advancing towards the sejnad, *0 Mr. Cook ordered me to go 
to the west cabin ^nd ask for some AuxiliaiyVoroe who were ther^. under 
Major Chase, Mr. Wilson was also there; on my way to the "w^est cabhi 
I heard two shois fired, this would he about 28 hours, 1 did not jsee 
them hredj’ 

That shows the circumstauces under which the shots were fired. 

It ulsd gives you .some idea of the hour at which they were fired, H 
J'.M., that is about an hour and a half after the* outbreak of the riot. 
Sir Ahd-ur-Raliffn has said that under th^* law, so far as he recollected 
circumstarte'es we|e not siudi as to justify the firing. I think, 
he probably rcferreHl to section 180 (2) of the Criibinal Procedure 
Code which lavs down : — ^ ' 

\ ^ ■ It 

“ Evoj^, auch offi<*er shall obey such recjiiisilion in such fnanner as, 
h^ thjiilc# But in so doing he shall use U 4 i little force And do as little 
’finjury to person and pro|HMty, As'iiniT be consistent with dispersing 
the assembly and arresting and detaining such persons.’^ 

, ’ 4 ' 

1. . ‘ ^ ' 

I t|^ink, the Council wilP agree with me that the by 

Cobk' was by no means lA 'excess of whal laid down in that^#©c- 
tion. ^iiiAae are tlie facts if you accept the statement of .QctVbhimeiit ^ 
. officers. If y»u do not, it caunoir be helped. facts .show that 

the firing was justified. ", 

The hon'ble m^her who spoke last iiersisted iq. saying that the 
*jBfkig and bayoneting were a part’ of the sa^^e transactipn. "If he had 
Ifatened to the Hon*ble Mr. Mobeii^'’8 speech he would nave realised 
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that they were two distinct acts. I may repeat now what in fact the 
Hon'ble Member said. They were two distinct act®;, absolutely distinct 
from each other. The firing. was done by the armed i)olice. 

M»U JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: What I said was that they 
were connected with the same transaction. / , ^ 

< "f* *■ 

Mr. W.'^ D. R. PRENTICE; I (‘annot accept the statement tlipjit 
they were part of the same transaction, unless “ transudioa ” 

- 'Ineans the whole of the incidents at Kharagpur on the night tif the llth. 
The bayonet wounds were caused by the Auxiliary and thft firing 

was done by the armed police. The Atixiliary For^»^ere umltu* "the 
command of their own <»tfieers. We have a detaiJed^Teport from the 
ofiScers of the Auxiliary Force which has heeujsnbmitted to the military 
authorities showing exactly what took places but 1 shall not tire the 
patience of the Council by rt*ading Out the report ; ns 1 think it has been 
made perfectly clear that tiie Auxiliary Force Jiad nothing to d(> with 
the firing. The Auxiliary and armed |>oliee were in two different- 
parts of the station and*they were put on differept duties. • . * ' 

Mr. A. C. BANERJ^I^ May 1 eiKpiire if Mr. Retd^was a guest of 
,tbe "railnsiy authorities 1 ind was in facd living in (he bungalow of one 
of the offidfers^ 

Mr. W. 0. R. PRENTICE: I cannot say what Mr. Heid waU actualiy 
doi^g in feharftgpur that evening. I ipiagine that he was at the ('luh. * 

Oc. J. M. 0A8 GUPTA: May I eiHjiiire if the statement of any 
. single Indian gentleman was taken 'f 

Mr. W. 0. R. PIIENTICE: We have heard Mn K. Itay Obaiir 

dhurf'T^ad* tin; statement of the man who was shot. 

'^BdlurAKHIl. CHANDRA OATTA: 1 believe you are afraid 4 if tlie 

, ~ ' -f 

. verdict. v 

Mr. W. p. R. PRENfipEji I am not afraid of the verdict. 

jm^PBEBIDENT: As the time limit has heap reached I think the 
dfeba 4 e*il«jtQtnitiraJly terminates. 4 , . / 

The result is the motion of Dr. Bidhan Chandra Roy is talked 


*^ke Cottbcil' was tiieu adjouruwl till SjfM., un We(in«|dK7, the * 
Ftibiyary, 1927, at the To.® Hall, Caltfrtta. “C 
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ProoaMlings of the Bengal L^istatiwe Ooiineil afsemBleil umler tiie 
firovisiont of the Covemment of India Act 

The Council met in the Council Chamber in the Town Hall, Calcutta, 
on Wednesday, the 23r(l Februai-y, 1927, at 3 p.m. 


Present: 

Hon’ble the President (Raja Manmatha Nath Rat Chatjdhuei, 
of Santooh) in the Ohair^ the four Hon’ble Members of the Executive 
'"Council, the two Hon’ble Ministei-s, and 107 nominated and elected 
members. ^ 


Starred Questions 

i\io wRich oral answers were gifen)b^ 

I* . ^ 

Aoc|uisition of dehottar lands for widemiig Nandi *^Rlad in Jamalpur 
Thana, Burdwan. 

*13« Mn Pt S« BASU: (a) Will ihe Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Department of Local Self -(lover nment b4' pleased to state 
whether any application had been made by certain inhabitants of 
Stlri, Kalna", in thana Jnmelpur, district llurdwan, tp, the Government 
complaining against the Acquisition of certain deboHar Imids for the 
purpose of widening the “ Nandi Road*'? * 

(h) Will the Hon’ble Minister ^ jdeaaed to state whether the 
-Oovernment are considering the desirability of malcing an independent 
ftiqujjy into the matter?* 

*"''**' 

MINISTER in oiiarg« ;«f DEPARTMENT Of LOCAL AELF- 
GOVERNMENT (tira Hon*l»i» Hadji Mr. A. K. ^bu Ahmad KNBn 
.Gbuznavi): (a) Tes." 

• ' I*' ■ ■ ' ■ 

.<6) An enquiry was held by the loral officers, and Oovemnient do 
not think that a further enquiry is oallej for. 

Mr. P. C.'SASM: ^Willw^ihe JBEbu*h]lt Minister ,1>I pleased to atate 
who made the 

Tlw Hidji Mr. A. 1C. #BU AHMfD |MAll BHUZNAVl; 

No information on tfle subject has been Pireived by Government. 
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Ufa P» Cl BASUS Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to stata 
if notice of enquiry was given to the applicant 

me HOfi’ble Hadji Mr. A. K. ABU AHMED KflAN GHUZNAVI: 

GoTernment has no information. 

Mr. P. C. BA8U. Will the Hou’ble Minister be pleased to state 
if the Damodar embankment is just near where the road* is l>eMig 
constructed? 

The Hon’ble Hadji Mr. A. K. ABU AHMED KHAN CHUZNAViV 

I have nothing to add to what 1 have already said. I want pievTone * 
notice. ^ > ** 

The Secretary called question 14* while the member NKas hii 
legs. 

Mr. P. C. BA8U: AViirthe Ifon’ble Minister ijc pleUM*d t(; state 
whether there is any.... ^ • 

Mr. PREilDCHT; I am sonj \ou > any mure supjjle- 

inentary questloj^s^ We liuve already gohe-ou to No. 14. 

Mauivi ABUL KA8EM: Gn a i>oint (d’ order, Sir, the luniblo 
member was still on his legs when the next que8ti(m was calltnb I 
want to know' if the right of asking supplementary questions is limited 
to 1, 2, or d, as ia tlie case uf i-esulutions. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: i <Ju m»t think any.r^ply is ueceasary to thaf. 
There is, of cour^, no siwh restriction impdw*d by any rule; hut, t can 
always use my discretion in such mutters. 

Tube-walls. 

«U. Babu R0ME8 CHANDRA BAGCHi: {a) Will the Hon’bU 

Mini^terjii chi|Vge of the Department of jUihjl^eU-Governnient (Pub- 
lic Health) *be pleased to state whether it is a fact that Government 
bdf»d experimental tube-wells in some of the districts of this^Provincaf 

(h) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmailvr*^ will fhe Jlon'ble 
Minister be pleased to state whut are the results of such experimental 
borings? *. 

MINI8TEII In ebirga af JIIIUIAXMENX Of LOCAL SELF- 
GOVERNMENT (PUBLIC HEALTH) (tbo'tllMMi Mr. Byomkii 
Ghakravartt): (a) The reply is in the affirmative. ^ 

(fi) The result (rf Ihn^ 1)oring is Ihmvn in the^statement, a copy of 
which is laid on the library" ^ 
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EsUMithmeiit of silk wooving schools ot Molda ami MurshMabail. 

^16. Bibu Rpiilftr CHANDRA BAGCHI: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Mitiistef in chal^'of the Dep|ni;ment of Ajrricultnre and Induitries be 
pleased to state whether it is a fact that schemes for the estaWishment 
of silk weaving schools at Malda' and Murshidabad have been subn^tted 
to the Gpve^fnnMJnt for sanction? 

(h> If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will tl^p Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state — 

(i) whether Government have sanctioned those schemes? 

(iV) when such weaving schools are likely to be established? 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of AGRICULTURE 
and INDDSTRIiS (the Hon’ble Hadji Mr. A. K. Abu Ahmeif Khan 
GhUZnSVi): (a) and<(h) A scheme for, a Silk Weaving Schoo| at 
Berhamimre, district Murshidabad, has bt^en received and sanKioned. 

It is hoped to open the school by the end' of Mt.reh o^;Ahe begiiinin^f of 
April nexi, such 8<‘h(*tne for Malda lias been prepared, and it in 
])r(iposed to await experieru'e of tlie working of the Berhamp( 0 ’e School 
before going on with a seheuie for Malda. 


Appointment of Mr. Nasiruddin Ahmed in charge of the Pabno district. 

•16i Dr. J. M. DAS GUPTA: (a) AVill tin* Hon’ble Member in 
(Charge of the Appointment Department be pleased to state whether it 
is a fuel that when Mr. K. B. Datj.. Gupta wwit on leave froni I'abna 
Mr. Nnsirinldip Ahmed was piaced in charge of the district? 

(h) ls*it a fact that there was iii the station at the time a senior 
Hindu Dejiyty Magistiate, riz.. Mi. 1). K. Gho>h? 

(c) If HO, will the llonMde Membei be pleased to state tlie reason, 
if any, for the appointment of Mr. Nasiruddin? 

MEMBER in Charge of APPOINTMENT DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Mr. A. N. Moberly): (a) Yes. 

(h) Yes* 

(r) Mr. Nasiruddin Ahmed was consiftered by Government the most 
suitable officer who could at that time conveniently l)e appointed to 
the post. 

Mr. aOGESH CHANDRA GUPTA: Sir. may I ask a supple- 
mentary question? Is not that an evasive reply? In fact, it is no 
reply at all. * 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: That is a matter of opinion. 
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•17^; 8rijut TARAKNATH MUKERaEA8j(<i>WUl th« Jloii’ble 
charge of the Department of Education’S© pleased to state 
the total number of free primary schools in Dengid where Mr. Biss’ 

scheme of free primary education has been introduced? 

4 ^, 

How much has been spent for imparting free primary education 
in Bengal jii 1925-26 and how much has been provid^I in 1926-421? 

MINISTER in diUrge of DEPARTMENT of EDUCATION (tho 
Hon’blo Mr. Byomkes Chakravarti): {a) The total number of primary 
schools in Bengal sanctioned by Government in (onnecTion with 
Ml. Biss’ scheme of free primaiy education is 275, some (»f which stiJl 
remain to be opened. ^ 

^/>) In 1925-26 Bs. 1,06,600 was sanctioned recurring charges. 
'J'lie figures for actual cx^ieuditure are not available. The provision 
tor"' Mr.' Biss’ schema ^in the Education budget for 1926-27 in 
Bs^ 1,07,000, including “ set-free ” .grants. . « - 

Dr. PRAMATHANATH BANERJEA: Is the whole ot the amount 
pi'ovided likely to Ift* spent in the course of the present year.^ 

Tha Hon’bla Mr. BYOMKES CHAKRAVARTI: I cannot say. 


Board of Secondary Education for Bengal. 

h 

*18. Babu MANMATHA NATH ROY: (a) Will tli© Hon hie 

Minister in charge of the Department of Education be pleased to state 
whether the Government have come to any decision about the proposed 
Board of Secondary Education for Bengal after the receijd of the 
Sc».ate resolution on the point? 

\,b) If so, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased t«i .state what is 
the decision? 

The Hon’blo Mr. BYOMK^ CHAKRAVARTI: {a) No. 

This questimi does not ari.se. 

Babu BEilOY KRISHNA BOSE: May I ask how long it will lake 
for Government to come to a decision? “V 


Tha HOfindO Mr. BYOMKES CHAKRAVARTI: That I cannot 
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Eleetric instMlIatiofi Inm Dacca ta Manipur Farm, 


Br. KlfMUD 8ANKIIII RAY: (a) Will the Hon^le liinis. 
ter in charge of the Department of Agriculture and Industries be 
pleased to state- - 

(i) the amount of money expended on carrying lines for electric 
power to the Manipur Farm at Dacca from the Dacca town ; 
and V 

(il) for what purpose the said electric poweiTii ebbing used? 

(b) Is it a fact that the power is used for supplying the benefit of 
lights and fans for the European officers residing in the farm? 

(c) Will the Hoii’ble Minister be pleased to state whether there are 

quarters for the Indian officers supplied with electric lights and fans? 
If not, why not? ' ^ 

. 

The Hon’ble Hadji Mr. A. K. ABU AHMED KHAN CHUUlAyi: 

(a) (i) and (ii) The installation has just been made at a cost of 
Rfi. 29,398 with the primary object of equipping the research labora- 
tories with eleolric ppwer'-in o<;der to facilitate scientific work on up-to- 
date lines. 

(6) Xas. The power is used for this purpose in addition to the 
objects mentioned above. 

fr) The quartets occupied at present by the Indian officers have 
l>een found inade(|uate, and the provision of more suitable quarters is 
under consideration. When these quarters have been improved, they 
will also W supplied with electric lights and fans. 

Dr. KUMUD $ANKAR RAY* May T ask the Ilon’ble Minister 
whether it would ^not be ipossible^ t<> erect their own generating plant 
with the amount tlmt hoS been spent in carrying the electric energy 
from Dacca to Manipur Farm? 

Tht Hon’ble Hadji l|r. A. K. ABU AHMED KHAN CHUZNAVI: 

I must ask for further notice of this. 

Dr. KUMUD 8ANKAR RAY. Was any estimate taken to find out 
whether the cost would be less by generating the current locally than 
by carrying it from such a distance Wfore the work was taken in hand? 
If not, w'hy not? 

Thi Hon’Ma Hadji Mr. A. K. ABU AHMED KMAN CHUZNAVI r 

I undei'stand that the question has enquired into by tbe Public 
W’ orks Department . 
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40CESH CHAllBRA CUPTAt ^Will the Hon’ble Minister be* 
pleas^ to state if the existing: quarters will be demolished, if not,, 
cannot electric lights and fans be provided there? 

nie Hon’ble Hadji Mr. A. K. ABU AHMED KHAN GHUZNAVU 

The metier is under considerafion. 

Coniideratioh of tha BIngal Provincial Civil Service (Executive) by 
the Public Services Commission. 

*20. Mr. JOGESH CHANDRA GUPTA: {a) Will the Ilon’bir 

Member in charge of tlie A’pjiointment Department be pleased to state 
whether there is any likelihoiMl of the Bengal Provinrial Civil Service 
(Exectltive) coining in- for the lonsfdericHom* of the Public Services 
Commission noon? 

[h) Wni the Hon’ble Member W pleased to state whether the 
(Tovernmeiit have so tar made any referem-e to the Public Services 
Commission with regard to the Bengal Civil Service ( Executive),. 
Bengal? ’ * , ^ 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. N. MOBERtY: Ut) Not that f am aware, 

(h) No. 

Mr. JOGESH CHANDRA QUPTA: Will the Ilon'ble Member lie* 
■pleased to state whether the (loveinnieiit has decided not to refer the 
Bengal Provincial Civil Seivice (Executive) for the consitleration of 
the Public Services (Commission? 

The Hon’ble Mr.‘A. N. MOBERtY? I^do hot think the question 
has been consideied. 


Recommendation of the Sadler Commission. 

*21. Bebu MANMATHA NATH ROY: (a) Will the Hon ble 

Minister in charge of the Department of Education he pleased to atate 
whether he is aware that the (juestion of carrying out the recominende- 
tions of the Sadler Commi.s.sion and reconstituting the Fniversity U 
pending for a long time I" 

(b) W^ill the Hon^ble Minister lie pleased to state whether he iutendo 
to introduce any legislatioh in Ibis connw-tion in the near futile; il 
80., when? 
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(c) Will tlie Ilon’ble Mimister be pleased to state whether by the 
proposed legislation he intends only to reconstitute the Senatejior to 
iimend the whole of the old Act? 

The Hon’ble Mr. BY0MKE8 CHAKRAVARTI: (a) Tes. 

(/j) and (r) It is hoped to introduce legislation dealing with secondary 
-education during the present year. The form of the Bill is under 
consideration between the (government and the University. 


Unstarred Questions 

(answers^ to which were laid on the table). 

CoYommont Ciroulars about pfiioked students. 

32. Mauivi KASIRUDDIR AHAMAD: (a) Is the Hon’ble 
Minister in ehuige of the Department of Kdueation aware that the 
Diieetor of J^ublie Inst ruction, Bengal, has issued ak Circular 
No. 21 /dS-ir)s-I3r), dated 7th May 1925, to all (Ic^verninent and aided 
secondai V schools discouraging to keep boys for more than two years 
in any class of a secondaiy school who fail to obtain pass marks 
estimated according to the scale given in tin* Circular me?itioned 
a t)ove? 

(h) Will the Ilon’ble Minister be ])leaspd to lay on the table a 
statement showing the number of boys, class by class, with their ages 
in each tloveiiunent and aided seeondiuy school affected by the said 
Circular? * 

(c) Will tlic' Hon'ble Minister be pleased to state whether the Gov- 
•ernment aie ccmsidering the desirability of either rescinding or modify- 
ing the said (''ireular? 

The Hon’ble Mr. BY0MKE8 CHAKRAVARTI: (u) Yes. 

{//) Figuies are not available. 

(c) Orders e.xisf uutborising Inspectors to make exc-eptions in all 
<ui8es where spec ial eircumstanees exi.st. 

CWauIvi KASiRUODII^ AHAMAD: Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
-charge of I ’.ducat ion be pleased to state whether the figures will be 
available at any time in the eoui*se of this Session? 

The Hon’ble Mr. BYOMKES CHAKRAVARTI; I cannot say. 

. Mauivi KA8IRUDDIN AHAMAD: Wherein lies the difficulty? 

The Hon’ble Mr. BY0MKE8 CHAKRAVARTI: Even that I can- 
not say. 
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33«! Babii ROMES CHANDRA BACCHI: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Member in charge of the Department of Irrigation he pleased to state 
whether the present District Magistrate of Malda submitted certain 
proposals to the Government for the improvement of irrigation in 
certain parts of the Malda district? 

(h) If the answjcr to (a) is in the aftirmative, will the Hoii’ble 
Member be pleased to lay on the table a copy of the proposals? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Member 1h* pleased to state whether those 
proposals have been considered by the Government? 

(fi) If so, what are the results? 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of IRRIGATION (the 
Hon’ble Nawab Bahadur Saiyid Nawab AH Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur): 

(a) Yes. 

{h)f (ry^and (V/) No dV*fiiiite piopo.s:il> lia\c y»‘t cuiii(‘ Ix'fore Gov- 
ernment : Malda is a district which has <mly lecently c(nne under the 
Irrigation Department, and before com iete proposals can be made, it 
i> necessaiy to study caretullv the local condition''; mom*y for tliese 
jneliminaiy emiuirics Ims l)cen aihillcd some time ago. 


Floods in the Contai subdivisioa 

34. Babu PROMOTHA NATH BANERJEE: (a) Is the lion hb ^ 
Member in charge of the Department of Irrigati(»n aware tliat the (hnitai 
sul)divisjon is always subjt'ct io floods for want of pioper drainage? 

(//) If the answer f<» (</) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Member be pleased to state wliat steps, if any, the frovernmerit propose 
to take to prevent tlie reenrreme of floods? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Bahadur SAIYID NAWAB ALI CHAU- 
OHURI, Khan Bahadur: (a) Yes. 

(/>) The matter is under tlie consiileralion of Government, l)ut the 
problem is a very large one. 


Soparalion of Judioial and Exaoutivo funotiom. 

SS. Baba AKHIL CHANDRA DATTA: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Member in charge of the Appointment Department f>e pleased to state 
what action, if any, has been taken for the separation of Judicial and 
Bls^ecutive functions in Bengal since March, I^‘I? 
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(b) Has any steps been taken to give effect to the recommeidation 
niade in the Greaves’ Committee Repoi*t on the separation of Judicial 
and Executive functions in Bengal 

(c) If no steps has been taken, will the Hon’ble Member be pleased 
to state whether any decision has been arrived at by the Government 
on this question and what steps, if any, it is in their contemplation to 
take f 


The Hon’hfe Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: (a), (b) and (c) The member 
is referred to the answer to a similar question put by Mr. Jogesh 
Chandia (}upta in the current session. 

Blibu AKHIL CHANDRA DATTA: Will the Hon’ble Member be 
pleased to state if the Government of BengaLhave submitted any cut- 
and-dried scheme to the Government of Inditf for^he separation of the 
two functions? 


The Hon*bie Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: I am not sure what is meant 
by a cut-and*dried scheme. A scheme was submitted. 

Babu AKHIL CHANDRA DATTA: T mean a scheme recommend- 
ing the separation. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: I must a>k- for notice of this. 
It was submitted in 1924. 


Mr. A. C. BANERJEE: Wa> the Government's recommendation in 
favour or against the sejjaration? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: 1 must ask for notit'e of this 
also, be<'ause I do n<»t remember the terms of the letter. 

Babu dITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: There is a broad distinc- 
tion between the tw’o. 


Kadua Math of the HourrMi district. 

36. Babu AMULYA CHANDRA DATTA: (a) Is the Hon’ble 
Member in charge of the Department of Thigffttion aware that the Kadua 
Math (field) of the Howrkli district within the Amta basin covering an 
area of ulK)ut 10 .scpiare miles is subject to inundation every year? 

(6) What steps, if uny, have been taken to prevent it? 

Tlia Hofi’blo Nawab Bahadur 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAU- 
DHURI, Khan Bahadur; (o) Yes. 

(b) A scheme for i-eguluting the drainage in this ai'ea has been sent 
> to the Collectoij of Howrah to take pro<‘eeding8 under Act VI of 1920. 
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Hum of the Bengil politicil firitonors and thoir proiinjh 
state of health. 

37. Babu AI^ULYA CHANDRA DATTA: (a) Will the 
Member in charge of the Political Department be pleased to lay on 
the table a statement showing — 

{i) the names of the Bengal political prisoners detained at the 
Mandalay Jail; 

(ii) the present state of health of each of them; 

(???) the nature of tlie disease or diseases they are suffering ^IrOin; 
and 

(?r) what steps have be<?n taken by the Government for their medical 
treatment? 

(b) Are the Government considering the desirability hf* liringing 
them down to Calcutta for jmiper medical treatment F 


MEMBER in charge of POLITICAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon*hle 
Mr. A. N. Moberly): (a), (I), (??) and (???) Government are not 
prepared to publish this information. 

(?r) The medical treatment of these prisoners is in the hands of 
the Government of Burma. 

(h) Government are not considering sinh a pn^posal, as pr?>per 
medical treatment is given to thcNc pris<meis in Burnui, when thev are 

ill. 

Mr. A. C. BANERdEE: May I ask if it would be against the 
interests of the public or the interest*, of law and order if the inforiiiu- 
tion wer« published? 

The Hon’blo Mr. A. N. lIQBERLY: In answer to another (jnestioii 
1 have given a fist of all th« Betilfali imlitical prisoners in jail, but the 
information as to the ex^^filaofs in which they are detained has never 
been given. It is against the p^lic interest, 

Mr. A. C. BANIERdEE: May I ask, Sir, if the Government with' 
holds 1% inlocmation because under their care the health of the 
detenus lias become worse? 


Th 3 Hoiilito Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: No. 
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as. NSWib KHWAJA HABIBULLAH: (a) Is the Hon^h 
Member in charge of the Police Department aware that the volume ol 
traffic, especially vehicular traffic, in Dacca has of late gone up to a 
very great extent? 

^(b) Do the Government contemplate taking any steps for the propel 
regulation of traffic in the city? ^ ^ 

MEMBER in charge of POLICE DEPARTMENT (the Hon*blc 
Mr. A. N. Moberly): (a) It has been reported that vehicular traffic 
in Dacca town is heavy and that motor traffic is on the increase. 

(h) Proposals for the entertainment of a staff of traffic police are 
under the consideration of Government. 

Mr. apCESH CHANDRA GUPTA: May I ask for how long tlie 
proposal for the entertainment of a staff of traffic police has been under 
codkideration, and for how long it is likely to be considered by 
Government ? 

The Hon*ble Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: I must ask for notice of this, 
I am afraid. 


Provisions of the Mussalman Wakf Act In Bengal. 

39. Khan Bahadur Mauivi EKRAMUL HUQ: (a) Will the Hou’ble 
Minister iu, 4 *harge of the Department of Education be pleased to state 
when the Bengal Council by a resolution recommended to Government 
to give effect to the provisions ol the Mussulman Wakf Act in Bengal? 

(h) Will the Government be pleased to state whether effect has 
been given to the recommendation? 

(c) If the answer to (h) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state the reason why no action has been taken? 

{d) When do Government propose to introdaoe the Act in Bengal? 

* f 

The Hon’bla Mr. BT0MKE8 CHAKRA VARTI: (a) 17th August, 
1925. 

{h) to {(i) A notification was published on 1st April, 192G, bringing 
the Act into force, but thi|has been infnictuous because^the mlas under 
the Act were not framed before its introdiictibn. Considerable di|S|;ulty 
was found in framing suitable rules, and it is hoped to publish tffes^ in 
final form very shortly. 



QUESTIONS. 


. 192t.; 




Itouivi AIUL KASEM: it be news to the Government 

bencbes if I say that no notification was published on the Ist April, 
1926? The notification is dated- the 20th of February and was published 
on the 26th of February’, 1926. The information supplied is not 
correct. 


Transfer of Sagardighi thana from Lalbagh to Jangipur 
subdivision. 

40. Khan Bahadur Mauivi EKRAMUL HUQ: (^i) Will the llon'hle 
Member in charge of the Folice Department he jileased to state whether 
representations have been made by the inhubitunt.s of tluina Mirzapur 
in the Jangipur subdivision of the Murshidnbad district praying that 
portions of the old thtuia should not W amalguimited with thuna Sagar- 
dighi in the Lalbagh subdivision^ 

(h) Is it a fact that the jiarts severed from Mirzaiiur arc nearer the 
Jangipur courts? 

(c) Is it a fact that there are greater facilities for the people tlau^f 
to go to Jangipur than to Lalbagh? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: (a), (/>) and (c) IteiiresentationH 
w'ere received from the inhabitants of 60 villages, which were anialgu- 
mated with Sagardiglii police-station in Lalbagh subdivision on the 
abolition of Mirzapur pidice-station, praying that their villages shfmld 
be transferred to the Jangipur subdivision as the distance of tlu* bcad- 
(juarters of the Lalbagh subdi\ision from these villages was much 
greater than the headquarters of Jangipur. This afri>eurs to be correct, 
and their alternative jirayer that the whole <d Sagardighi thana should 
be transferred from the Lalbagh to the Jangipur subdivision is now 
under the consideration of Govennnent. 


Mdktabs and tola in Bangal. 

41. Rai ilADUNATH MAZUMDAR Bahadurs Will the Hon’hle 
Minister in charge of the Depaitinent of Education he pleased to lay 
on the table a statement showing — 

j‘ 

(<4 4h^ total number of ti) maktuhg; and (it) ioh in the Presi- 
dency of Bengal ^outside the CaTcutta Corporation; 

' (h) the total amount of grant Imth by Government and local bodiea 
to these (*) makiahs and (it) tols? 



3 . 1 % *!( QUKSTIONS, Feb. 

TIm Hofilila Mr. BY0MKE8 CHAKRAVARTI; (a) (t) Numbei 

of rtmktahg—^lSfldi. 

(ii) Number of toh — 665. 

(6) Amount of ^^rants given by Gov^ment an4^ bodies — 

(i) Mahtahs — Bs. 6,69,304. 
iii) Bs. 76,748. 

Babu NAGENDRA NATH SEN: Will the Hon^le Minister in 
oharge of Education be pleased to state whether .the intention of 
Government is to increase the number of toh and also increase the 
Amount of grants thereto. 

Tha Hon’bla Mr. BYOMKE8 CHAKJRAVARTl; , J/ must, - ask my 
friend to give me notice of this question. * 

Royal Botanic Caitian. 

42. Mr. RAZAUR RAHMAN KHAN; (a) Will the Hon ble 

Minister in charge of t|je Department of Agriculture and Industries 
tte pleased to lay on the fable statement showing, for the last five 
years, — 

(i) the average annual expenditure incurred for the maintenance 
of the («) staff, and (h) garden of the Royal Botanic Garden ; 
and 

{ii) the average annual income from that garden? 

(5) Is there any institution attached to the garden for instruction 
in economic or medical or botanical science? 

Tbe Hon’ble Hadji Mr. A. K. ABU AHMED KHAN CHUZNAVI: 

■{(i) (i) and (ii) A statement is laid on the library talde for the informa- 
tion of the member. 

(h) No. 


Indianisation of the Calcutta Fort Trust. 

43. Srijut TARAKNATH MUKERJEAs (a) Will the Hon'ble 
Member in charge of the Marine Department be pleased to state how 
many Indians have l)een appointed as Probationary Assistant Traffic 
Superintendents of the Calcutta Port Commissioners since 1022P 
(h) What are their present ranks? 

(c) How .m^ny Indians have been appointed as Accountants and 
Assistant Accountants in the Calcutta Port Trust? 
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What 8C‘heine has beez^ adopted by the Calcutta Port Coramis* 
sioners for the training and appointment of Indians as Harlwur Masters 
and Kiver Surveyors? 

(e) What Klt».the nuinW of Indians now holding such posts? 

MEMBER in charge of MARINE DEPARTMENT (the Honnile 
Mr* J* Donald)! (a) Three. 

(/;) Of the three, two are still in the service, each holding the rank 
of Assistant^'SifpCi'intendent, Traffic Department. One has been dis- 
charged^ appointment of another in his place is now pending. 

(cjOa/. ;;: ^ 

(</)-Nd special* scheme has been formulated for Indians in either 
brunch of the* service, but Indians are eligible for appointment us 
Assistant Harbour Masters, or Assistant Itiver Surveyors, if tlu‘v 
possess the necessary qualifications, which include, for the 
a Master Mariner’s certificate. 

(c) Nil. * 

Dr. PRAMATHANATH BANERJEA: Will the ll n blc Member 
l»e jdeased to state whether Ooveinment consideis it desirable, to 
Indianise these Service.s as far as pijssibb*? 

The Hon’ble Mr. J. DONALD; Is that (juestion in order, Sir? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: What is yi>ur i|uc'iliiiii, Dr. liiiiicrji’ii S' 

Dr. PRAMATHANATH BANERJEA: D. »e^ th(‘ (iovernment c(Mi* 
sider it desirable to Indianise these Sei vices? 

The Hon’ble Mr. J. DONALD: I thin k this is a matter of opinion. 
It is not asking for information. 

Dr. PRAMATHANATH BANERdEA; It is not exactly a matter 
of opinion. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I disallow the (luesfion. 


Silk Weaving InctituU at Berhampore. 

44. Mahara] Kumar 8RIS CHANDRA HANDY: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in (barge of the Department of Agriculture and 
Industries be pleased to state when the Silk Weaving Institute at 
Berhampore will lie opened? 
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(b) Has the Hon’ble Minister ctJihsi^ered the point that delay in 
opening the institute may cause damage, to the plants and other acces- 
sories which have already been stocked there P 


The Hon’ble Haitji Mr. A. K. ABU AHMED KHAN GHUZNAVi: 

(a) It is hoped to open the school by the end of March or the beginning 
of April next. 

(b) The work of erecting the machinery is in progress. 


Girls’ sohoel in Murshidabed. 

45. MaheraJ Kumar 8RI8 CHANDRA NANDY: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Department of Education be pleased to lay 
on the table a statement showing — 

(i) the number of the (Government aided girls’ schools (M. E. and 
L. 1*.) in the Murshidabad district; 

{ii) the amount of aid received by each; and 
{Hi) the strength of staff in each? 

Thi Hon’ble Mr. BY0MKE8 CHAKRAVARTI: A statement 
corrected up to July, 192(J, is laid on the table. 


Statement referred to in the reply to Unstarred Question No, 45. 


Serial 

No. 

Name of kcIuhiIh. 

StatUH. 

Amount of 
grant 
received. 

The strength of 
siaff. 




Hk. 


1 

L. M. S. Kliagra UirU’ School . . 

L. r. . . 

r»o 

4 Teacher*. 

2 

L. M. S. Oorabasar Oirl«’ School 

Do. . . 

60 

4 Ditto. 

8 

llagdanga Hindu GirN' School . . 

Do. .. 

80 

2 Ditto. 

4 

Gornham Olrla’ Maktab (No. I) 

l>o. . . 

20 

1 Teacher. 


Qholla QiriH’ Maktab 

Do. .. 

14 

2 Teachers. 

i\ 

Canchthupi Hindu Olrla* ScImm>I 

Do. . . 

0 

1 Teacher. 

7 

ahaglmUipur Hindu Gtrla’ Schixd 

1>0. . . 

12 

2 Teachers. 

8 

KaghuiuithKanJ Hindu Oirl«’ School 

Do. . . 

40 

2 Ditto. 

9 

Muaaalmaiutara Girle* Maktab (No. 11) 

Do. .. 

S 

1 Teacher. 

10 

Ganti Jagannathaingh Qlrla' Maktab .. i 

Do. .. 

16 

1 Ditto. 

11 

Nlmtila Brojogupl GIrla’ School 

Do. .. 

20 

S Teachers. 


Middle vetnAeubur ud upper primary schoolR have not been Included. 

Thexe i» no middle Rnflleh school In Ut* dletrlrt. The London Mhakni Society Otaii* School at 
Berhnmpore though returned m • middle vemncolnr echooi tenchee BngUth nlao. 
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Sttffiliit watar in tha pnikly abads ** naar Bhangara. 


4$. Babu HEM CHANDRA NASKER: (a) Is the Hon’ble Membei 
in charge of the Department of Irrigation aware that the paddy abadt 
lying on the north of Bhangore Canal in the district of the 24-BargauaB 
remain submerged under water during the whole of the rainy season P 

(h) Is it a fact that owing to this paddy crops cannot he grown 
there every year? 

(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of ensuring 
the timely discharge of the surplus water? 

riia Hon’ble Nawab Bahadur 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAU- 
OHURI, Khan Bahadur: (a) Yes. 

ih) Yes. 

(c) The present drajnage facilities are inadetjuate owing to the 
silting up of the Bidyadhari ; an eiujuiry is however being made to 
ascertain whether the area in question can be drained by some other 
nver further east. 


Registration offica at Bhangore Bazar, 24-Parganas. 

47. Babu HEM CHANDRA NASKER: (n) U the Hoirble 
Minister in charge of tin* Department of Kducation (Kegistration) 
aware that a new Tlegisiration (Office has been started at Bhangore 
'Bazar in the district of tlie 21-Parganas ? 

(h) Is the Ilon’ble Minister awaie of the fact that beloK* the 
inauguration of tiiis new Begistration Gttice, Uh* registnitit)!! of 
Bhangore thana was being dmie at Sealdah Kegistration Office? 

(c) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that jK‘ople living near about 
the latter Kegistration Office ajiplied to the District MagiKtrute, to the 
(•onimissioner of the Presidency Division and also t(» the InsjM»ctor- 
General of Kegistration in older to sanction concurrent jurisdiction over 
l>oth the said Kegistration Offices'? 

(<i) Will the Hon’ble Minister Ik* pleased to state whether the 
Government are considering the desirability of sanctioning siudi con- 
c'urrent jurisdiction ? 

MINISTER in ohargt jof €EPARTMENT of EDUCATION 
(REGISTRATION) (th« Hofi’ble Hadji Mr. A. K. Abu Ahmad Khan 
Chuznavi): (a) Yes. 

(b) Yea. 
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(c) and (d) Some petitions were received protesting against the 
ojM'ning of the new office, and also for making the jurisdiction of the 
new office concurrent with that of the Sealdah Registration Office. 
As the independent office at Bhangore proved more convenient to the 
puUic, and as it relieved the congestion of work at the Sealdah Office, 
Government cannot agree either to abolish the new office or to make 
it joint to Sealdah. 


Local Board election of Coumadi Tliana. 

48.. Rai SATYENDRA NATH ROY iCHOUDHURI Bahadiir: 

(a) Will the llon’ble Minister in charge of the Department of Ijocal 
Self-Government be pleased to state wliether it is a fact that the Local 
Board election of Gournadi thana in the district of Bakarganj has been 
declared illegal by the authorities? 

(h) Will the ITon’ble Mini.ster be pleased to state whether it is the 
contemplation of the Goveniment to order a fresh election? 

The Hon’ble Hadji Mr. A. K. ABU AHMED KHAN CHUZNAVI: 

(a) The Additional District Magistrate set aside the proceedings on 
account of an irregularity. 

(h) No. Appointments have already been made. 

Babu NACENDRA NATH SEN: Will the Hon'’ble Minister be 
pleased to state wlut was resjionsible for the irregularity with reference 
to the election of members to the Ii<n*al Board from Gournadi thana? 

The Hon’ble Hadji Mr. A. K. ABU AHMED KHAN CHUZNAVI: 

I must ask for notice of this. 


Rate of road cess fixed by District Boards. 

49. Raja BHUPENDRA NARAYAN 8INHA Bahadur, of 
Nashipur: {a) Will the Hoirble Minister in charge of the DepaHment 
of the Local Self-Government be pleased to state whether the maximum 
rate of the road cess ha‘< bt*en fixed by each and every District Board 
of Bengal for the year 1920-27? 

{h) If the answer to (n) is in the negative, will the Ilon’ble 
Minister bo pleased to state the names of the District Boards where 
there has been a variation? 

• • 

The Hon’ble Hadji Mr, A. K. ABU AHMED KHAN CHUZNAVI: 

(a) and (h) The Minister has no information but presumes that, as 
usual, every District Board has decided to fix the rate of road cess at 
the maximum allowed by law. 
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The HonWe Prasidanf* Ruling. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I have an aimouncement to make. 

I have examined the point as to the last date of sending iiotictvi of 
questions referred to in section LM of the Bengal J^egislative Council 
Rules and Standing Orders. It appears that such notict»i> will he in 
time if they are sent in 15 days before the first day of the last unbroktm 
series of meetings commencing on the llth March next. The husim'ss 
of the Council may he o\ei any day after that date. Hence the 15 
days’ notice must he calculated from the llth Marcli. (iuestion^ of 
which notices are received hy the Se<‘retary before d r.M. to-inonow, (he 
24th instant, will he dealt with in the usual way. Notice of tjoestioiis 
already disallowed as out of date may he sent in again. 

Mauivi ABUL KA8EM: On a point of order, Sir. When' the dates 
of the meetings have he^n «lefinit<*ly stated^ us has been done in the 
present case, even then we are not entitled to send (jui'stions it we 
cuh'ulate 15 days fnnn the last date. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Well, I think what I ha\e fold ymi just now 
is clear enough; you have to follow the instructions whidi were gi\en 
by me. 


Motion for adiournment 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: Sir, under section Ml of 
the Bengal Legislative (5iuncil Rules and Standing Orders, I beg hnive 
of the House to move a motion foi adjouiiiment of the huoinefts of the 
Council 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Will you kindly hand ovei your stjifemoit with 
my w’ritten ( onseut? 

(Statement handed over.) 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Leave has been n.sked to move a motion for 
adjournment and it is up to the (5»uneil to signify as to whether per- 
mission should 1)€ given or not, 

Mauivi ABIIL KASEM: For wiiut? It has not be<*n dated. 

Ral HAREMORANATH CHAUDHURI s I going to state the 
object for the adjournment when I was interrupted by the President. 
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Mft PRESIDENT: You had better state it; I thought you had done 
so. 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: Sir, I beg leave of the 
House to move a motion for adjournment of the business of the Council 
for the purpose of discussing a definite matter of urgent public impor- 
tance, namely, the recent hunger strike of the Bengal detenus in the 
Iiisein Jail, Burma. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I shall read out the motion : 

“ That the l)UHines8 of the Council do adjourn for the purpose of 
discussing a definite matter of urgent public importance, namely, the 
re(!ent hunger strike of the Bengal detenus in the Insein Jail, Burma.*^ 

Has the member the permission of the House to move it? 

No one objecting, the Hon’ble the President fixed 5 o’clock for the 
discussion of the motion. 


Point of order. 

Bibu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE; Mr. President, may I ask 
you whether summoiH of attendance has been served uptm every member 
of this House? 

Mr. PRESIDENT. It has been sent to every member as usual. 

Bibu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: Sir, may 1 ask the SecTetary, 
througli you, whether summons of attendance has been served upon 
every member of this Legislative Council? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I understand that summonses are not served but 
issued by post. 

Bibu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: And may I ask you, Sir, as 
the custodian of the rights and privileges of this House, whether you 
have taken every step to ensure the attendance of every member of 
this Council? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I take it that, when summonses are issued the 
duty of the President, as well as of the officeiii of the Council, is fulfilled. 
We cannot either ensure or (X)mpel the attendance of any member. 
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iiaillvi ABUL KASEM: May I ask. Sir, whether as the ottsto- 
dian of the dignity of this House, are prepared to remove obstacles in 
the way of any member attending your summons? 

Mrs PRESIDENTS That question does not arise. 

Babu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: Might I pursue my ({uestion 
and ask whether you^ Sir, do or do not intend to establish a convention 
in this matter of ensuring the proper attendance of every member of 
this House? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: You can very well leave that to the (’hair. 

Dr. KUMUD SANKAR RAY: Sir. is there any information from 
any member of this House regarding any obstacles jdaced in his way 
to prevent him from attending the meetings of this (’ouncil? 

4 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I am not prepared to answer a question like that. 
It serves no useful purpose. 


Non-official business. 

Resolutions 

(on matters of general public interest). 

(The discussi(»n on the resolution regarding release ot political 
prisoners was then resuin(‘d.) 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. ChatU *rjee, you are entitled to only 
19 minutes to-day, because you have had already 11 minutes. 

Srijut BEdAY KUMAR CHATTERJEE: Sir, as 1 .aid yesterday I 
shall not make my speech unnecessarily long by ijuoting instan(‘es of 
these tortures and ojipie.ssion, but the cases of Sj. Subhas (’handra Hose 
and Jibanlal Chatterjee and Puma (’handra Das among others and the 
incident.s of lusein Jail are enough to stagger humanity. Noljody can 
say — why such treatment that is meted out to them. Only »>ne answer 
can be given to this. That is that our rulers concede to themselves the 
despotism and arbitrary power that is coiiinicm to all despots of hifttorj\ 
And, Sir, I am almost tempted To put the words <»f the notorious Warren 
Ha^itings in the mouth of these rulers, when he said, Slaves I found 
them and as slaves I have treated them. I was despotic prince, despotic 
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frovemments are jealous, and the subjects prone to rebellion. This vei-y 
pronenesg of the subject to shake off his allegiance exposes him to con- 
tinual danger from his sovereign’s jealousy; and this is consequent on the 
political state of Hindustanic governments. Despotism is the genuine 
constitution of India; that a disposition to rebellion in the subject, or 
dependent prince, is the necessary effect of this despotism ; and that 
jealousy and its consequences naturally arise on the part of the sove- 
reign; that the Government is everything, and the subject nothing,” 
And I may hv permitted to answer in the words of Edmund Burke, “ that 
nothing is more false than that Despotism is the constitution of any 
country. But if it were, do you really think that the nation would bear, 
that the human creatine would bear, to hear an English Governor defend 
himself on sueh principles? Or, if he can defend himself on such 
principles, is it possible to deny the conclusion, that no man in India 
has a secuiity for anything, but by being totally independent of the 
British Government? Was there ever heaid, oj* could it be ever con- 
ceived, that a governor would dare to heap up all the evil practices, all 
the ci'uelties, o])[)res>ions, extortions, of all the ferocious usurpers, that 
ever had office from one end of Asia to another, and consolidating all 
this mass of crimes and absurdities of barbarous domination into one 
code establish it as the whole duty of an English G(»vernor? I believe 
that till Miis time so auda< ious a thing was never attempted by man. 

” II V have arbitrary power! Sii*, the East India Gompany have not 
arbitrary power t(> give; the King has no arbitral y power to give; tlie 
Lords have not; mu- the Gommons; nor the whole legislature. Because 
arbitrary power is a thing whi<‘h neither any man ( an h(dd nor any man 
can givt‘. No man can lawfully govern bimselt according to his own 
will, much less can one person be governed by the will of another. We 
ar(‘ all born in subjection, all born eipially, high and low, governoi’s 
and goveriUMl, in subjection to one great, immutable, ])re-existent law, 
prior to all our devices, and prior to all oiii- contrivances, paramount to 
all our ideas, and all our .sensations antecedent to our very existence, by 
which we are knit and connected in the eternal frame of the universe, 
out of which we cannot stir. 

” This great law does not arise from our conventions, or comparts; on 
the contrary, it gives to our c(uiventions and compacts all the force and 
sanction they can have; it does not arise fnim our vail institutions. 
Every good gift is of God; all power is of God; and //c, Who has given 
the power, and from Whom alone it originates, will never suffer the 
exeivise of it to la* practised upon any less solid foundation than the 
power itself. If then all dominion of man over man is the effect of the 
Divine disposition, it is bound by the eternal laws of Him that gave it, 
with w’bich no human authority can dispense; neither be that exercises 
it, nor even tho$e who are subjwd to it. Therefore can it be imagined, 
—if this l>e true, that He will suffer this great gift of Government, the 
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greatest, the best, that was ever given by God to inakind to be the play- 
thing, and the sport of the feeble will of a man, who, by a hla,sphemous, 
absurd, and petulant usurpation would place his own feeble, con^ 
temptible, ridiculous will in the place of the Divine wisdom and Justice!^ 


No, Sir, this arbitrary power is not to be had by con([ue>t. Nor 
can any sovereign have it by succession, for no man can succeed to fraud,^ 
I'cpine, and violence; neither by (‘ompact, covenant, or submi^sioii ; for 
men cannot (‘ovenant tbemselve> out of tbeir rights and their duties; nor 
hy any other means can arhitiarv power he convex ed tr) any man. Those 
who give to othei-s such rights, perform acts that aic voi«l as tliey are 
given, goml indeed and valid only as tending to subject thciuselxcs and 
those who act with them t<» the Dix'ine disjdeasure; ber*auso morally 
there can be no such power. Those xxbo give and those who receive 
arbiti'aiy poxx'ors ar-e alike criminal; and there is no man hut is Ixmml 
to resist it to the best of his power, wherever’ it sliall shexv its face ti' tho 
w'orld. It is a erime to hear it when it can he rationally shaken off. 
Nothing but abw)lute impotence can justify rium in riot resisting it 
the utmost of their abinty. Ari<l. Sir-, law and aibitrar’x j)(>wer are in 
eter*nal enmity. vSir, it is (‘ontradict ion in terras, it is blasphemy in 
religion, it is wickedness in politics, to sax that anx man can have any 
ailiitrary pox^'er. I'o suppose for p(jw<*r is an ahsur<lily in itlea. Judges 
are guided and governed hy th(‘ eternal laws of jusfic«‘. to which xve artr^ 
all subje<*ts. We may bite oui- < haius if we will, but \v<* shall he made 
to know oui>elves, and be taught that man is born to be goverm*d bv law; 
and he that will substitute irdi in tie place of it is an enemy to (iod. 
No man, therefore, has a right to arbitrary janver. The arbitrary ueta 
xvhich are unpunished aie n(»t the le.ss vicious, though none Imt (lod, 
the coiiscicru'e. and the opinions of mankind take* ccjgni/amce of them. 


“ We know, as we are to be scived by men. that the jausoiis who servo 
us must be tried as men, ami with a large alb^wance indeed t(» huinari 
infirmity and human error. I'his Sir, we knew, and we weighed hefolfr 
xve curne before this House, Hut the acts ol omission and coinmiHsioij 
xx'hich I mention heii* are not lapses. defe< ts, errx>ts, (»f cornnmn human 
frailty, xvhi<h as xxe know and feel, we can allow for. We charge 
him with no actions that have not arisen from jrassioris whieh it iii 
criminal to harbour, xxith no offences, that have not their r-ord in pride, 
insolence, feirrcily, tieachery, cruelty, riiuligiiity of temper; in short 
in nothing that does not argu<‘ a total exfincti(»n of all moral principle, 
that does not manifest an inveterate blackness of heart, dyed, ingrained 
with malice, vitiated, comipted, gangrened to the xery (‘ore. We urge^ 
no offences that ai-e not offences of foi’ethought and have not been com- 
mitted upon deliberation.” 

And I cannot conclude my speech without gixdng a note of warning 
to the Government. I do so, Sir, because, as I have said Irefore I owe a 
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^uiy towards the Crown. Sir, the Government cannot defy laWs of 
justice and morality for all time to come. It can defy the Indians, it 
<‘an defy humanity, it can defy morality for sometime only. But a time 
will surely come when it will have to pay for its past sins. For there is 
^ Hiffher Power which rules the world, and the Almighty will surely 
-extend TIis helping hand to the poor Indians. And I may be permitted 
to quote the words of an immortal Bengali poet when he, in his inimit- 
able style, appealed to the Government by saying: — 

“ Do not disobey the tenets of morality, because the strength of the 
'Governments lies in the happiness of the people. Being the protector, 
be not the destroyer, as a kingdom cannot be permanent if based on 
injustice. The weak can not be trampled under foot with impunity, 
because the strength of the weak is the God himself. The sinful Asura 
named Kansji, the dynasty of the Jodus, the Solar and the Lunar 
-ilynasties have all gone to destruction, the Pathans and the Moghuls are 
all lying devoid of glory, all who have recourse to sinful ways are sure 
to fall dow'U. In this ocean of time numerous powers rise and then dis- 
appear like bubbles in w-ater. Think, wdiat your position was before, 
-and to w'hat height you have ascended. It does not take long to have a 
fuH”: — 


“ 5r| i 

31^ -tlc^ JTi I 

HI? 5tl TJia, 51*1 firej I 

-flilii (JiSW, ?? *n*i ’iw ’fja I 
afm, 

fiw c^t-rtTi ! '•it’rn 'I'sw 

ThB Hon^bie Mr^ A. N. MOBERLY: I wish, Sir, to inteivene in 
this debate at an early stage in order again to state the policy of Gov- 
■ernment and to give some reasons for it. I hope to have a later op- 
portunity of answering points which later speakers may make. 

The policy of Government in regard to the release of the persons 
-detained under Regulation III and the Bengal Criminal Law Amend- 
ment Act, 192-5, was defined by His Excellency the Viceroy on 24th 
•January, 1927, in the following words: — 

** Before release con be .sanctioned the Government must be satisfied 
either that the conspiracy has been so far suppressed that those set at 
liberty, even if they so desii-ed, would be unable to revive it in 
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liiin^eroos form, or if the organisation for conspiracy still exists that 
thoso released would no longer wish to employ their freedom to resume 
their dangerous activities. The Government have always made it 
clear, and I repeat to-day that their sole object in keeping any man 
under restraint is to prevent terrorist outrages, and that they are pre- 
pared to release them the moment they are satisfied that their release 
would not defeat this object” 


In examining the situation with reference to the first point, the 
existence or suppression of the conspiracy, 1 labour uinler the very 
serious disadvantage that I am not able to make use of the bulk of the 
information in my possession because of the danger in which it would 
involve the persons from whom it is derived. The story of the old 
conspiracy as set forth in the Howlatt ('ommittee’s report contains 
numerous examples of the fate of pers<»iis who were suspected of Imving 
given infoniiation to the police, and a more re<‘cnt (ase is that of Santi 
Lai Chakravarti. This man was not an informer, but was put on his 
trial for complicity in the Mirzapore Street Ilomb outrage in l}t24. 
After his acquittal he was murdered becau.se he was suspected of having 
made a statement to the police. 

I should like at this point to deal briefly in parenthesis with a (diarge 
which has more than once been made against tin* police — that they 
are in the habit of employing agents prorocateurx. It is obvious that 
informution about a secret organisation (an Im* obtained only from 
persons who are or have been members of that organisation, whethet 
they are dcHemis or at large. Ilut it does not follow that such p(*rsons 
are of/enf.'f provoratrurs. An af/nit proiun afeur i> a person who 
deliberately instigates other piosons to do things in order that he ma>* 
inform against them, and I most emphatically deny that any person 
of this kind has- ever been employed by the police in Bengal. Apart 
from the immorality of such a cimrse terrorist conspiracy is far too 
serious a matter to be trifled with, and the object of Government is to 
reclaim those who have leanings in that direction, not to add to tluoV 
numlier. 

I do not propose to recapitulate the (ircumstames which led this 
Government to apply to the Government of India first to make use of 
Regulation III of 1818, and then to promulgate an Ordinance, th« 
provisions of which were subsequently included in the Bengal Criminal 
Law Amendment Act of 102o. They were set out in the resolution^ 
which were issued at the time when the Ordinance was promulgated, 
and in vSir Hugh Stephenson’s speech in thi.s Council on the Criminal 
liaw Amendment Bill. Since the Bengal Criminal Law Amendment 
Act became law there have been other episodes with which I wu'll deal 
itf a moment. 



128 


RESOLUTIONS. 


[23rd Feb. 


It is argued, however, that if the action taken in and since 1923 
has not sufficed to put an end to the terrorist conspiracy, the measures 
have failed and should be abandoned, or the wrong persons have been 
detained and should be released. It is easy to answer this argument. 
Government never attempted to take action against every one whom 
they knew to be (‘onnected with the conspiracy, nor do they claim to 
know everyone who is connected with it. They did deal with those 
whom they knew to be leaders and with the most dangerous of thd 
other members, and they do claim to have disorganised the conspiracy 
to a very great extent. Evidence of this fact is furnished by the lull 
wfiich followed the action taken immediately after the promulgation 
of the Ordinance us compared with the succession of outrages during 
the preceding eighteen months. Some r»f those who were not arrested, 
however, soon began to organise again, and the results of their acti- 
vities were brought tf) light in the finds of arms and explosives at 
Ihikhineswar and in (’alcutta. It was the persons who were convicted 
in the Dakhineswar case who were responsible for the brutal muider 
of Uai lliiupendra Nath Ohatterji Bahadur in the Alipore Jail, The 
find of materials for the manufa(‘ture of explosives in Domjur, Howrah, 
last July, the find of loaded bombs in Chittagong last August and the 
find of revolvers and bombs ready for loading in Calcutta last month 
are outward signs that the conspiracy still exists and is still wide- 
spread. The following samjde extracts from documents which have 
recently come into my hands will show the mentality of members of the 
terrorist organisation. The first is from a letter which was found in a 
house seaich in January: — 

“ Non-co-operation will not produce any good result now-a-days. 
The presiuit condition of the country is not fit for that movement. The 
era that is coming is an era of bloodshed. That era is most terrible and 
you are the heroes of that age. IVrliaps you can remain idle at the 
present mojnent, btit a time will come when no one will be able to 
remain inactive. Therefore, T say prepare yourselves for that time. 
The day is near at hand. Ac(iuire strength in four Imdy, rid your 
mind of fear and awake the inner force within you. If freedom is 
ever achieved in India, it will come through bloodshed alone. India 
can never be independent without bloodshed. Why Indin alone, all 
dependent nati<ins and countries have become, independent, through the 
path of blood. Terror must be instilled into the minds of the p^ple, 
they will have to be shown that the Bengalis know how” to die for their 
country and to shed their blood for it. When this fact cap W driven 
into the Imnes of the people then the countr>* will blaze up in flames, 
such flames as none can extingui.sh.** 


Rai JADUMATH MAZUMDAR Miadurs May I ask from whom 
this letter came? 



RESOLUTIONS. 


129 


1927 .] 

Th® Hon*lll® Mfa At N. MOBERLY; The letter was signed *‘Prasad.*' 
I can show it to the honourable member. 


Oft BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: May I ask, Sir, who is the vriter 
of that letter? 

Th® Hoft’trio Mft A. Ni MOBERLY: May I also ask that I may 
not be interrupted while I am speaking? 


Mr. PRESIDENT: If you like you may !>ot answer that (juestion. 


The Hon’ble Mr. A, N. MOBERLY: Tlie second extract is from a 
statement made by a person arrested umler the ('riminal Law Amend- 
ment Act within the last few weeks: — 

• 

“ It is absolutely necessary that a ‘ relndlious spirit ‘ slnmld be 
fostered in the youn^ men and they should be encoura^:ed to take jiart 
in violence, (fovernment would take drastic steps, but they should 
court the extreme measuies of the (lovernment to cieate anarchy and 
chaos in the country. * ♦ ♦ • 

We thoujylit of murdering a few informers ami acliv(‘ (M.I), ofiii'ers, 
but that was not (mr ultimate aim. We weie jueparin^^ tlie revcdu- 
tionaries to take part in a ^^eneral risin^^ by guerilla warfare. We 
conspired for a simultaneous rising in ail distiicts when the revolu- 
tionaries would attack the pcdice lines, capture their guns, burn some 
police thanas and jails. We knew that inbuniatifm might leak out 
and so we did not give them any date, but were jue parings them to 
take part in this rising when information would be sent t(» them. We 
thought of informing them a day or tw«) earlier. People have gf)f no 
history of a general rising or guerilla warfare in India, and so we 
thought of taking part in this.” 


Pabu AKHIL CHANDRA DATTA: ()n a point ot order, Sir. Ls 
it in order for the Ifon’ble ^lember to read before this House extract.s 
from letters which we do not know where they have come from without 
giving the names of the writer*- of the letters and without giving us 
any information as to the circumstances under which they were written? 


Mr. PRESIDENT: I think it is up to the lion'ble Member to divulge 
the name or not. If he does not give the name it is up to you either 
to attach any imfrorfance to that stateioent or not. 
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Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: When I was reading some extracts 
from a newspaper yesterday, you asked me whether I took the responsi- 
hility of the eorrectnes.s' of the statement. But here the Hon’ble Mem- 
ber is reading from some unknown documents obviously to prejudice 
the minds of the members. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I did not compel you to answer that question. 
I took it for granted that you took the responsibility for the same and 
I take it that the Hon’ble Member is also taking the responsibility for 
the correctness of the statements. 

Babu AKHIL CHANDRA DATTA: Then, Sir, may we take it that 
in future w'e shall be at liberty to read documents like this without 
giving names and other particulars? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That depends u})on the substance of the documents 
from which you read. In the present ca.se I do not find anything objec- 
tionable to which I can reasonably take any exception. 

Mr. A. C. BANERilEE; Is it not objectionable that members of this 
House should be 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I think I have already decided that point and it 
is no good wasting the time of the (’ouiicil on that particular j>oint. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: I would mention, Sir, that this 
is not a letter but it is a statement. I have menti(nied the signature on 
the letter from which I have read. 

“ ^\'e know that (Toverninent would poNt military, oppre.'^s the inno- 
cent ami hung many men and eventually ciush the movement, but still 
we ventured to bring it upon the country as the people would get some 
precedent to take part in this in future. Men become more Iwld by 
failures and (»ppre.ssions and we wante<l to (leate an atmospheie when 
people would be killed by hundreds. We wanted to see the blood of 

our ('ountrymen flowing by torrents. • . • • • 

“ Secret organisations have been formed in every district, in many 
subdivisions and in the villages. Thei-e is a Centml Committee in Cal- 
cutta which guides these district organisations and supplies them with 
larnks and arms. 

“ All the revolutionaries are taught these blood-thirsty ideas, their 
utter helplessness, futility of open organisations, and about their extinc- 
tion if they do not ri.se up immediately.” 



RESOLUTIONS. 


13i 


1«T.] 

The third extract is taken from the report by a European police officer 
of a conversation with another terrorist who was arrested at aliout 
the same time last month. 

Babu AKHIL CHANDRA DATTA; May we know the name of fheh 
police officer and the name of the man with whom he had that conver- 
sation? 


Mr* PRESIDENT: It is up to the Hon’ble Member to answer that 
question if he chooses to do so. 


TII6 Hon’bta Mr. A* N* MOBERLY: The name of the police officer 
is Mr. Mills. 

‘‘ His sole reftret was that he had not had an opportunity of killintiT 
seme police offic*er so tha^ he mif^ht have sacrificed his own life for thcr 
^^ood of the country. He would have considered it an honour to >^o to 
the scaffold; he lealised that it was imjiossible to drive the British out 
of the country, nor was he anxious that they should be driven out until 
the (‘ountry was ready to rule itselt and life could be put into the lifeless 
bodies of the Indians. This metamcnphosis (‘ould only W brought about 
by creatinj^ a ‘ rebellious spirit ’ in the <*ountry, and this rebellious spiiit 
could only be cultivated by martyrdom such as that of Kanai Lai and 
(iopi Shalm. Theii* death, he said, had in each case n^^ulted in an 
amazinf? impetus to the revolutionary movement. If he had had a bomb 
.in his possession in the jail he would ejuite cheerfully have thiown it at 
me not as an Enjflishman, with whom he had no quarrel qua Knjrlislnnan, 
but as an official and a police officer, lie warned me that there weie 
numbers of others to take up the work where he had left 

Now I would ask the members of this (Council tlirou^fh >ou, Sir, if 
they consider that the fact-' which I have set fojth are such as wcmld 
justify Government in comin^r to the conclusion that the conspiracy has 
been so far suppressed that it would be ini|M»ssible for the former leadern 
to revive it in danjrerous form even if they so desiied? I think there 
can only be one answer— the conspiracy is there, the materials are there. 
Thouj,^h it has still not fully recovered from its disorpinisation, recruit- 
ment and orjfanisation are steadily ^foin#f on. With the obi leaders 
back agrain it could, if they wished, spedily l>e revived in its most dan- 
gett)U8 form. 

I now" come to the second point in His Excellency the Viceroy’s speech 
which re-states exactly w’hat has alway.s been the policy of this Govern- 
ment. Government do not desire to keep any person under restraint 
a moment longer than they can help, but before they release him they 
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must l>e satisfied that there is no longer any dang# that he will employ 
his freedom in taking part in .the terrorist movement. In practice the 
procedure usually followed i»’*that when there are reasons to hope that 
•a dtHeiiu who is in jail wilt abstain from furthering the terrorist move- 
ment lie is domiciled in a village under less rigid conditions of restraint. 
If his actions while in domicile confirm this belief, he is transferred to 
his home, and if he still abstains from terrorist activities and his attitude 
indicates that he will continue to do so he is released from restraint. 
Already less than half of the persons who have been dealt w'itb under 
the Regulation and the Criminal Law Amendment Act are detained in 
jail. Theie, are, however, sometimes difficulties in taking the second 
and subsequent steps when a detenu’s home is af a place where a branch 
of the terrorist organisation is in existence, as, however good his inten- 
tions may be, he naturally has difficulty in breaking away from his 
former associates who are inclined to jiress him to rejoin them and to 
take his jilace among them as a leader, whilst a man who is less deter- 
mined to abandon the conspiracy w^ould find himself hailed as the leader 
fif an active group. It is here that the leadeis of j)iihH(* opinion can 
assist, if they will 

Ral HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: Without knowing tacts? 
Babu AKHIL CHANDRA DATTA; Take us into (onfidence. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: And 1 would most earnestly 
ajipeal througli you. Sir, to all members of this Council and to all who 
may rcutl these words and, above all, to the i)n‘ss, to help (fovernmenf 
to move more rapidly in the direction of releasing the political piisoners 
than lias liiilierto been jiossible by cieating an atmosphere in which it 
will he safe to relea.se them. Hitheito there have been many speeches 
and much writing in which stress has been laid upon the patriotism, 
and the uiiselfishiie.ss of the detenus and upon their sufferings in their 
<()uiitry’s inu.se. What impression it was intended to make by those 
siieeches and writings I cannot say, but the impression that is acj|tially 
made is tliut these men are heroes and patriots and that they ate held 
up as examides to he followed. (A voice — “ You have made ,tbem 
martyrs.”) Whatever may Ik* the intention of the authors such 
sjieeches mid waitings do in fttcd constitute most effective propaganda 
for recruitment to the terrorist organisation and they do a gr^I deal 
to keep it alive. I am not asking that it should lie sugge8^il^*‘ibat 
Huy one lias acted us he has for any rea.sou except that he thought 
t^at it would advance his country’s lause. What I do urge is that 
the leaders of public opinion and the press should unreservedly 
eondeum the methods of terrorism, the cult of the revolver and the 
Iiomh, muixler and dacoity, even though the object he political. I do 
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mt ask that tlke^mtijotisui and enthusiasm of thest* men should be lie- 
littled. But I do those whose (‘onvictions will permit them to do 
so to stress the fact that in employing methods of teri’orism these men 
are misguided and are misapplying their talents; that far from advancing 
the cause of their countjy they are^retanling it. 


I know that there are some who believe that the prououncemeut of 
constitutional advance which was made in 1917 was extorted by ^lie 
Miccess of the former terrorist conspiracy; this is abundantly clear 
from the writings of the old revolutionaries. Such persons may believe 
that no further advance wiU he secured excejit by similar methods. But 
I do not think that they can complain if (luverrinieiit takes measures 
to counter the methods which thoy advoiate; all (Governments are 
bound to accept and ntt^et the challenge of violenl coercion. (A voice — 
** M the Government can.”) 1 should like to make it clear that 
in relaxing refttraint in individual cases (iovernment are fur more 
concerned with the present attitude of a detenu than with his past 
lecord. 1 would leiteiate and empliasise that deltudion in jail is not 
resorted to in these cases as a piiiiishmenf for any crime which a person 
may be believ<*d to have committed — punishment for crime is solely a 
matter for the ('ourts—the detention is purely prev(*ntive, and the sole 
criteiion on which relaxation from restraint is considered is whether 
such relaxation would be likely to tend to lend fresh stnmgth to the 
tenorist organisati(»n or not. What a person may liave done in the 
past is immateiial if (ioveinment are satisfied about the future. 


1 come now lo the charges which have heen imuh* in tlic piess that 
their ti(‘atment in jail has led to the geiieial dete?ioiation of tin* health 
ot the detenus, (ioveniment have not answered these charges jmhlicly, 
becaus<‘ they feel tliat a jaTson’s infirmities are m»l a fit subject foi 
]mblic discUf^sion, but they have always l>een prepared to give full 
information to the relations of any detenu. They regret the rjecessity 
for detaining j>ersons in jail, and they fully realise that sin h detention 
is not an ideal (ondition for health. At the same time, the health of 
the |)er^iils detained i,s anxiously waU*he<l bv medical officers and 
eyaiything possible ir <lone to treat them if thc\ fall ill, I may 
insfanre cases in which operations have been jM*rformed by specialists 
and specialist advice as to eye.sight and other iiilrnents has been given. 
Tiong lists of ailments have been published in the press from time to 
time, but I would ask you, Sir, who ran claim immunity from siicb 
Irotibles as toothache, dyspepsia, fever or constipation? (A voice— 
^^J5i%>nsiimption.”) We are told of cases of loss of weight, but I find* 
of 74 persons detained fn jail of whose weights we have recent 
records .57 now* weigh as muc'h as or more than they did at the thiwt t&t 
admission. (A voice — “ 'J’herefore the rest must lose weight.") Tftitelin* 
average sample of 180 young men in Bengal, and what is fhe aviVage 
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mortality.^ Of the persons dealt with under the Regfulation and the 
Criminal l^aw Ameutlment Act not one has died Irom natural causes. 
One committed suicide, but the cause was neither failing health nor 
ill-treatment in jail. 

I have, 1 hope, made it clear that Government deplore the necessity 
of keeping these persons under restraint and have no desire to detain 
them a iiminent longer than is necessary to prevent terrorist outrages. 
Hut, the situation in Bengal is not yet such that^the leaders can be 
released again to take their places at the head of the terrorist coni^iracy 
which is far from extinct The prospects of expediting the relaxation 
of restraint will be very greatly improved if the young men who 
organise and join the terrorist groups can he made to feel that the 
public condemn their policy, and that they are hindering rather than 
helping the advancement of their <‘ountrv; and I would once more 
appeal most earnestly to the leaders of public opinion to create an 
atmosphere hostile to terrorism in which releases can be made moie 
rapidly and safely. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Before we pi-oceed any further I would point 
out that resolutions Xos. 8, 47, 55, (17 and 74 are analogous and they 
need not tlierefore be moved and the fate of each of these resolutions 
w’ill de]>end upon the fate of the resolution that we are now discussing 
but 1 will give the movers of the resolutions an o])portunity of speak- 
ing on the present resolution if they so desire and if lhe> can cat<b 
my eye. 

(At this stage the ('oumil was adjourne«l fo)- 10 minute>s.) 

[After the adjournment.] 

Rai JADUNATH MAZUMDAR Bahadur: Sir, the matter under 
discussion is so very serious that 1 do not thin){ that 1 should give a 
silent vote in its favour without speaking ouj what is running in my 
mind. I can without hesitation idaim to have fought all my life on the 
side of law and order and still T cannot justify these detentions of oui’ 
young men without trial for an indefinite time. I fully agree with the 
Hon’hle Mr. Mol>erly that public opinion in this countiy — or at least 
in this province — should range itself on the side of law and order, and 
the leaders of public opinion and the newspapers should lend their 
support, their influential suppoi-t, to the preser^'ation of law and drder. 
I appeal to all honourable gentlemen 'in this House and to all leadeii 
of public opinion outside this House to respond to that appeal, but I 
do not l>elieve that there is any one in this House, or any i*esponsihle 
leader outside thw House, who has arrayed himself against law and 
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order in this country. It is one thing to fight on the side of law und 
order, and it is another thing to approve of detentions without trial 
of persons only under suspicion. 1 think the best rule that the (ioveru- 
ment benches can apply in <>.uch cases is to apply the golden rule which 
asks you to put youiv>elves in the position of those with whom you are 
dealing, or, in other words, to do to others us you would others do to 
you. I Would respectfully ask the Honourable .Meml>ers in charge of 
the departments of law and order whether any one of them wimld him- 
self like to be put into confinement without any trial : I do not think 
he w'ould; despite even the honest conviction of his pei-secutor or pn>- 
secutor — howsoever highly he may he placed — he may be the Viceioy, 
or the Secretarj’ of State, or the Kiiig-Km|)eror himself — who might 
ex parte evidence come to a decision a*- to the guilt of any particular 
person. I would usk mort respectfully the (lovernment UuicheB whether 
any one of them would like, on the testimony either of Tionl Lyttiui, or 
of Ix>rd Reading, or of Lord Birkenhead, to he put into confinement 
without trial for an indefinite timeJ^ (Hear, hear.) If they do not 
themselves agree to abide by the decision of these highly-placed 
administiatois, would it be fair, would it be right, to plai'c otluus in 
(•(•nfinement on the same sort of te*>timony? 

Now, Sir, what is the complaint against these pcojdey It is that 
they have been conspiring against (lovernment, that they have bt*en 
preaching sedition, that they are leaders who have lots of persons 
under them to foment sedition and to commit diaholical inuiders and 
all sorts of lawless acts, uifh Ihe object ol attaining fieedom oi 
inde])endeiicc toi' this countiy. I agree with the (loverninent that 
howsoever plausible the objecd may be that objeet cannot be and should 
not be attained by metlimb which are not im»ral and which, theretori', 
cannot be justified. For neither independence of the country, nor any 
other good object, should be achieved by immoral methods, c.</., stub- 
bing pei*sons secretly or setting fire to lomses or throwing bombs; one 
should not have recourse t<» these methods under any circumstances, 
whatever the object might be. The question, therefore, is whether 
those persons wli<» have been detained are really guilty of those crimes. 
Then, Sir, under the ordinal y criminal law the prf)se<'ufion is IkiuiuI 
to piove to the satisfaction of the e(.uit that an accused i-* really guilty, 
and he is presumed to be iniioeent unless the contran* is proved. If that 
is so then it is for the Government to prove that these jMMsons are really 
guilty The Government sav that they will la.t biing their piwfs before 
the publi(‘: they sav that they have g(d proof- but these prwds, even 
according to them, consist mostly of «<Malled confessions before Hice • 
officers, which ai-e not admis-^ible in law, and statements of accomplices, 
which, unless cori-oborated in material jHiints are also not admissible i» 
law Sir if facta which are in-admissihle in law are l onsidered admissible 
by eminent lawyeis like Urd Reading, then there is no h(q»e for this 
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couiitr}'. Why should there be one law in the case of these detenus 
and another law in the case of other pereons who are charged with more 
heinous crimes, and even hadviashes who are charged under the bad- 
livelihood sections (»f the Criminal Procedure Code? They are allowed 
to defend themselves and in their case the proofs are made public: 
the accused have also the right of cross-examining witnesses. Suppose, 
Sir, that an informer gives information to Government that so and so, 
member of this Council, has been conspiring against Goervnment — let 
that informer be veiy highly-placed, let him be a very trusted man of 
(i<»vei timenl — will Government be justified in arresting a member of 
this House immediately and sending him to Mandalay or Insein on 
the strength of that information? The Government may be satisfied 
with that sort of evidence, but the public are not. And that is why 
Irom one end of Heiigul to the other, or rather from one end of India 
t(j the other, the press, daily and weekly, English and vernacular, are 
crying shame up(m Government. If the (Tovernment had brought these 
persons to oj)en trial, I am sure they would have been fouml not guihy 
by >»ny judge or jury. Sir, this is the complaint against (jovernment 
and what is their answei? ft is; “We are the custodians of peace 
and order in this country; we find that we cannot run the administra- 
tion, or the machinery of Government, without imprisoning these 
people, and therefore we have found it necessary to imprison them. 
Whenever we let loose these persons, we find a recrudence of anarchical 
crimes, and whenever we put they into jail we no longer hear of those 
c.rimes.” That is their reason : that is their logic. But. Sir, I would 
ask Government that if we find that shortly after the murder of a 
certain Anglo-Indian, <»r European, gentleman named Mr. Day on a 
street in Calcutta lots of |)crsons in Bengal were put under arrest, at 
first under Regulation III (A voice: Question!) Another voice: On 
what theme is the honourable gentleman talking?) You cannot hear me : 
come nearer and you will be able to hear better, oj- use an audiphone. 
What I am saying is this: that the Government has no justification 
to detain these people. (Ilear, hear.) Have you now heard me? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. 

Rai JADUNATH MAZUMDAR Bahadur: And I say that the excuse 
that the Government brings forward on every occasion for not bringing 
these men into trial is a lame excuse. That the arguments that Gov- 
ernment have brought forward and are bringing foin'urd do not convince 
the publi(‘. And that is why disloyal and seditious feelings are so 
prevalent throughout the country charging Government with unjust 
and wrongful detentions of these jiersons. 

Now, Sir, tte know that lots of persons chaj-ged with sedition, as 
in the Dakhineswnr case, have been tried without any difficulty and 
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that people have come forward to give evideiic'e against the accused 
ia such cases. If there is aii\ evidence against these detained persons 
and if they arft^c'onvicted after an open trial in a (‘ourt of law. ami if 
they are allowed the right and opjHutunity of cims-t^xamining the 
witnesses who depose again.st them, then nohody will have any lause foi 
complaint. We are often told that witnesses are not foitinsnuing and 
that Government are not aide to aftord protection to tho>e who ilepoM* 
against these detenus; hut how have the Government been aide to mm uiv 
conviction in l(»ts of cases in which infoiiner> have come toj-waid and 
in which witnesses have md been wanting? I a.sk if it was jiossilde to 
secure conviction in the Dakhineswar ami (dher laise'^, w h\ slmiihl it 
be impossible to secure conviction cithei again>t Mr. Suliha-, ('hamira 
Bose or ain’ other persiiii, high oi low? I'he Evidence .Vet does not 
ask for any extraordinary sort of evidemv from tlie prosecution. It 
only says that if a prudent man under the circum^taiu’cs of the ca^e 
believes the fa<“ts t(» he true then he max a<‘t on that belief. If tin* 
Judges also proceed in the ^ame manner like prudent men. the accu*<ed 
may be convicted. Tlfeie is no diflicultx about that. 'I'lie diHicults 
is this that Government want^ a different method bv wliicfi t(» jmlgi'' 
persons. Ordinarily a confession before a poli(*e officer is n(*t admis’'ible 
in evidence. Here, hoxvexer. the (Government sn\s that tln‘> will act 
on such confession. If the (ioxvrnment act on the .mntession IndiUe u 
police officer, why should not the Evidence Law be umemled t«. that 
effect and applied to all per.Nons, (bdemin ami mmabdemiv? Then 
there is another thing, r/:.. the statement of an accomjdi«e nidesH 
corroborated in material points is raff admissible in evideme. ullliougb 
a conviction on it may imt be illegal; no jurx or .Imlge will however 
convict a person on the uncoiroboiated testimonx of an accomplice, 
That is the established law in thL counirx. If that law is not satis, 
factory, why should md the Government ameml it? 

(At this stage tlie menil)er readied the time limit am) had to 
resume his seat.) 

Raja BHUPENORA HARAYAN BIMHA Bahadur, of MaaWiwr: 

Mr Presidrnt, Sir, I riiiiiKit allow an o(ia',ioii likr tlii- loslili pa»l. with- 
out ex prMsinK fearlessly and frankly my view on win ay In- .oii- 

sidered the (|Ues(iou nt the day the release nf lten(fal |«ditieul 
detenus. In all such matters, what I think is most needed, is to view 
things .lisnassionately, to keep a .».d head so as to .ome to a .altt. 
judifinenl. There is not the least douhl that the laditieal troth and 
foam that has surrounded the question has hindered, rather thin, 
facilitated, the situation. If the people were to keep their heads on 
their shoulders to use a haekneyed phrase 1 f<-el that the wei(fht 
of such s.iber influeme would lo luate the authorities mon- than all 
these rabid things we see displayed will. hla.k headlines in our 
dailies. 
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JJow, 8ii‘, what is the position, when sun eyed calmly and dis- 
puHsionutely ? There are about 150 persons — if my calculation based 
on c'onimon belief l)e correct -detained and deprive^ of free egress 
and ingiess, because the Government feel that their detention is for 
the safety of the realm. Some of them are the best and wisest of the 
land, others are of a more mediocre position, all of them under the 

belief, wrong or otherwise, that by their i^olitical activities, they 

will free India for foreign rule and bring in the much desired 
end — Swaraj, 

On Inith sides w^e find laudable intentions, the one side inspired 
with tlie idea of freedom for their motherland, the other side 
jealousy wat<hing the safety of the realnj. 

The one thing that may thrust in, and which serves to dis- 
]/lay a very ugly state ot things, is that these men aiv denied the 
very iuherenl right (d‘ all men — the right of open trial. Deny the 

right of trial to men, and you open the flood-gates of criticism and 

suspicion and even open condemnation, (iovel'nmeiit reply that if a 
trial were granted, the lives of their witnesses amt informers would 
he JMjdangered. There is much to he said on }>oth sides; and I do 
not projjose to go over tlie (dd ground af h;nieii controversy. 

I wish to cleave for myself a new path tliat may open new 
avenues for reflection. For every crime, political or otheiwise in the 
Indian Penal Code, a fixed time is jilways allotted for punishment. 
Even the taker of human life, if imj)risoned, has his sentence of life- 
imprisonment reckoned at ten or twenty years. Here we have 
political detenus, whose only crime is that they have hml a mistaken 
view of liberty and enfranchisement, confined without any time set 
apart for their detention. I hold that that is a matter that calls foi 
seiious criticism. If a man he deprived of his liberty a time should 
W set apart, a year, two years or tliree; hut if is beyond all 
conscieu<*e, all hounds (»f reason, to keep a man confined to “ the last 
syllable of his life These are things worthy of a TiOuis of France, 
with the Bastille upd all its hori-ors. 

The English Government have always asserte<l it, self to l)e benign 
and a sympathetic Government, Some of these men have now been 
confimvl for over two years, others of less j»eriods. Tx*t there now 
he a master (ouch of mercy by the Government. Release these men, 
give them their freedom. liet us, on l)oth .sides, start with a clean 
slate and let us write on it with a clean pencil, free ()f rancour and hate. 

If the Government reply that it is for the safety of the realm 
that these men should continue to l>e confined, I say it is the greatest 
condemnation of British rule in India, if the Government feel that 
after 150 yeai-s of gowl gt»veriinient, they fear for their own safetj* 
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and the safety of the Empire, if loO political prisoners, most of 
them young men, are released. Surely the British Government in 
India is built on firmer foundatioif and should scorn to think that 
their future is endanjrered in India if 150 firebrands pnint^Ml that 
they are of the worst type — are set free. 

I appeal then, Sir, as a sober-minded man, one who has an intense 
love and regard for Constitutional Government ms established in 
India, to show mercy and thereby rid for ever the country of the foul 
political atmosphere that is enveloping the land, in the miasma of 
hatred and evil-doing. India is on tlie roail, through the BeforiU'', 
to a stable future of enfranchisement and liheiution. These things 
are blocks and bars that stand in the wa>, I'ust ^tliem aside and tlie 
road is clear before us. 

I appeal, then, as one imbued with the true instance of an Indiati, 
and as one devote<l to the liighest inteiests of the Governnu'nt as 
found in the land; ami I trust my appeal will not fall upon deaf ears. 


Maharaja dOCINDRA NATH RAY of Hatorj Mr. 1‘resident, 
Sir, in rising to supi»ort this motion, 1 would like to nuike a lew 
observations. 1 yield to none in my res}>e< l for law and ordei ; foi 
law and order an» the primary eonditions which <(U)triluitc towards 
the maintenance of a stable g<»vernmen(. And if truth need In* Hai<», 
law’ and order have gaine<l a firm looting in India only after the 
advent of the. British rule. Century after century have witnossed 
nothing hut apology <»1 law—aiid -so far as order was concerned it 
was not in tha order of thinifH. 

But, Sir, with due deference to Biili'h j\is(iie. it imisf 1 h' said 
that the ineareeration of .o many of our eoiintiymeii inearceialion 
without even the semhlanee of a i>uhlie trial refleriK nothiii(f hut 
disttraceful discredit on a system of Oovernineiil whiili ha., been and 
i. still the pride and envy of the civilized worhl. 

In the name of justice, let those laa.r i>ersons who are locked 
Whind the prison bars, I say, let them have an opia)itniiit,v of defend- 
in(f themselves in a public trial. .\iid after that, if they are fouml 
ffuilty let the law of the land come ilowii uiam them with all the 
rigour’ at its command. In that ca.se. Sir, I am more than confident 
that not even the dearest atui nearest relations of those misguided 
men will have the slightest cause for complaint. 

If, however. Sir, for reaspns of Slate public trials be out of the 
question, those of us who are not oonvei-sant with the intrieate 
mechanism of the State have no other alternative than to record our 
most emphatic protest against iqtch miserable measures. 



140 BESOLlgriONS. [23bd Feb 

Sir AiO>UR>RAHIM: lu a matter of this importance I should 
not like to vote without stating our position clearly. There can be nf> 
doubt, from what the Hon'We Mr. Moberly has stated, that a 
terrorist {;onsj)ii‘a<*y still exists. If that be so, I do not think that it 
would he advisable to release all the detenus without a very careful 
examination of their caaes. There can be no one in this House who 
is HO anxious as we are "that the interests of peace and order in the 
country should he maintained. That is the first function of Govern- 
ment, and we certainly would not like to deprive the Government of 
all jKiwers ne(jessary for maintaining peace and order. Gn the other 
hand it is also clear that the ordinary ])rocesse8 of law ought to he 
enforced in maintaining law and order; that is to say, the normal 
procfslurc* of the <‘4iurts ought not to he de])arted from unless there 
are very stiong reasons for doing ho. At the same time we as practical 
men witli a knowledge of affairs have to admit that special circum- 
stances may lecjuire and do re(|uire special lemedies; that is t(» >ay 
if the crime is of such a nature that it cannot he detected without 
special measures for instance in regard to a terrorist movement whose 
very life is secrwy we have got to apjdy measures which are veiw 
different from the ordinary law. That being so, I, speaking for those 
who are acting with me, say definitely that we do not want, so long 
as the terrorist conspiracy exists, to 4leprive the (iovernment of these 
weaiams with which alone they can fight such conspiracies. At th<* 
same time I must make clear to the (iovernment that the general 
Muslim public opinion is opposed to the indefinite detention of men 
without trial, tllear, hear.) The other day at Delhi I participated 
in the delilMuations of the Muslim lycague as you know it repiesents 
the whole of India and there we came to the unanimous and definite 
conclusi(m that the (jovernmeut of llengal is not justified in detaining 
persons without trial. (Hear, hear.) There is, therefore, this situa- 
tion to Im‘ considered. The ten orist consj)iracy no doubt has to be met 
with; at the same time Government has to take note of public opinion 
in this country. I entirely agree with the Hon ’hie Member in charge 
of the Ihdice I)e[nirtment that public opinion ought to he enlisted 
against conspiracies {»f this nature. There can l)e no doubt about that, 
but if we have to enlist j»ublic opinion in favour of such measures we 
have also to <‘onsider public opinion as regards the cases of [>ersous 
who have beeji detained for a long time and in spite of whose deten- 
tion the eonspiraey still exists. Therefore the i)osition we have 
taken up is this that while we join in making 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Sir Alxl-ur-Uahim, I am afraid I cannot 
allow you to go on as I have to take up the motion for the adjourn- 
ment of this House at 5 o’clock and that time has now reached. 
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Point of ordor. 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI : May 1 riso to a point 
of older first of all? Am I to niiderstand that there will be no votinff 
on this resolution at all if I move my motion for adjournmeid ? 

Mr. PRESIDENT : liy moving your motion you ilo imt forfeit 
the right of putting this lesolution to vote; hut, all same I shall 
have to look into the matter earefully as I am not sure whether 
a resolution can he talkeil out or not. I ^hall let you know 
after the adjournment at (i o’clock as to whether I shall put the 
lesolution to vote or declare it to have been talked out. 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI : Sii. in view of the 
statement made by you I ish further to he enlightened on another 
|K)int. If there is no chance of this resolution Ixdng put to vote» 
then I would rather prefer not to move in\ inotifui for ad jfmrnment 
at all. It is an importhnt rcsidution 

Mr. PRESIDENT : It dei>ends on \ou. It you do not want to 
move your motion for adjournment, 1 should certainly continue tlie 
debate on the resolution. In that case yon have got to ask leave of 
the House to withdraw your motion. 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI : The position is not 
clear, I am inclined to moNe my motion of course, if there is only 
a possibility 

Mr. PRESIDENT : Then, you had better do it. 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI : Sir. in view of the fact 
that there is much uncertainty as regards your jiosition reganling the 
point that has been raised before tlie House us to whetiier the resolu- 
tion could he put to the vote after the motion for adjournment han 
been disjKised of, then 1 feel I am hound not to move iny motion for 
adjournment. I, theiefore, ask leave of the House to witlidraw it. 

The motion for adjournment of the House was then, liy leave ot 
the Council, witlidraAvn. 

The discussion on the resolution regarding the lelease of jHilitical 
prisoners was then resumed. 

^ Sir ABOUR-RAHIM : Sir, I was dealing with the question as 
to the amount of attention which the Government ought to pay to 
public opinion in this matter. I mu.st tell the lion’ble memWrs that 
before the subjeet committee of the AlUIndia Muslim Jjeugue I placed 
fully the ease of the Bengal Government far as I knew it. I 
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placed all the facts which had induced the Beugal Goveriunent to take 
these special jneasures. It cannot be said theref ore“ that the Muslim 
Iieague was without the necessary information. Inspite of that they 
expressed an unanimous opinion that the Bengal GoveriMaent is not 
justified ill detaining persons who are suspected of complicity in this 
conspiracy as long as they like. They held that it was nqt merely 
a local question. It was not a question for Bengal alone but it was 
a question of principle and policy which concerned the whole of India. 
I'lierefore the League (-onsidered itself perfectly justified in dealing 
with it as an All-India question. 


Now, I come to ,|the merits of the question. Ihe Government 
might be feeling that there would be risk in releasing some of the 
leaders who have been detained for a long time, since practically the 
inception of the Act. (hi the other hand there is this consideration that 
they have been watching them in the places where they are detained 
and after a lapse of two years or thereabouts they ought to have been 
in a position to cut off whatever connection there was between them 
and the consjiiracy. Furthermore if such detenus are released, they will 
he now in a much better position than they were before in watching 
their movements; and surely if the police are i^fficient there would 
indeed b<‘ very little riwsk of these alleged leaders again taking charge 
of the movement. There is the further consideration that inspite of 
the detention of these men the conspiiacy is still going on according 
to the case of Government. If that be so, then the case for releasing 
at least those who have been detained for a very long time is all 
the mon* strengthened. Even if there are some risk Government have 
to take tliat risk for some time. They must try to prevent the fruition, 
of that risk but no Government can say that they are going to obviate 
altogether the risk for that sort of crime by taking these particular 
measures. You have got*to balance the position, on the whole. When 
the Government knows that jniblic opinion is so strong with regard 
to this hiatter I think it is advi.sable for Government to take it into 
•consideration and do its best to act according to that opinion. The 
resolution is in general terms, but. we do not think so far as we are 
eoncern(‘d after having heard the statement of the Hon’ble Member- 
in-charge that it will be in the interests of jieace and order or in 
the interests of the country generally, to insist on Government releas- 
ing every one who has been detained hitherto. We confine ourselves 
io the case of |M*rson.s who have been detained long enough for Govern- 
ment to he aide to control their movements afterwards. We will vote 
for the resolution as it is merely a recommendation, but we make 
onr |)osition clear that we make a definite recommendation only , in 
the case of nersous who have been detained for a long time. 


Maharal Kumtr SRIt CHANDRA HANDY S I am quite in 
agreement with the mover of the resolution that the subject relating to 



IWf * . J 


RESOLUTIONS. 


14 ) 


the early release of the detenus is aW'e the ran^ of controversy or 
party strife. It is a matter in which we all feel very keenly and the 
release of those who have been detained under Regu- 
lation III •nd the Criminal Law Amendment Act gains volume and 
intensity as time passes by. The subject has Wen discussed threadlmre 
and I 'do not want to repeat the arguments which have Wen advanced 
for Tindicating in the case of detenus those rights which are jealously 
guarded by English constitution. Suffice it to say that,, it is a principle 
open to strong <d)jection that j^ersoiis should remain in internment for 
an indefinite perioil and that the right of open trial should not he 
conceded to them. Sir, even the meanest (riminal condemned to im* 
prisonment know> when his period of detention will come to an 
end and looks forward to his Inture with hap])y ima><ination 
hut that is denied in the case of detenus who look to their future with 
blank despair. As it is, it tells upon their health. Sir, sick heart 
leacts upon the health and we hear of the serious breakdown of tin' 
health in tlie case not of a few inteineeM hnt the majority ot tlnun. 
We are all for tin* inainfeiiaine of law and order and prepared to helj) 
the (fovernyienf in their 1a-.k hut at the 'ianie time it must In* said 
that too much should not he made us<‘ of this jdea for kecjiing |»ersons 
indefinitely w'ithont trial. I trust (lovernment will mend (ln*ir attitude, 
legard being had to the strength ot public (ipinion and the perilous 
state of the health of ^fr. Suhhas Chandra Hose. Sir, it will he a 
jiraeeful act if steps he taken for their release and the internees 
ai'e restoied to their near relations. This will have a very salutary 
effect upon the present ^itlla(i<^Il and relieve t(» a great extent the rigours 
of the present ciri unistances. 

BalHl AKHIL CHANDRA DATTA ; Sii, in supporting this 
lesolutioTi I shall confine myself only to one or two u.sjHM’ts of the 
question. The universal feeling amongst us is this : that this ordi- 
nance under which so many arrests have been made is an ordinance 
which was really directed against the Swaraj party. In supjMut of 
this contention I shall refer to certain facts. It is now well-known 
that although arrests wer<* made — at least some of them -on the ‘^htli 
October, as a matter of fact the warrants were signed and issued on 
the 28th of August, that is, two months before anests were actual! v 
effected. 

Tha Hon’bla Mr, A. N. MOBERLY : Sir, it lias Keen mentioned 
that the warrants were issued on the 28th of August. I may mention 
that we applied to the Government of India for w'arnints se\eral days 
before the 28th of August. 

Or. d. M. DAB CUPTA : Is it not a fact that 28th of August 
was the day after the defeat of the Govemnieiit on the question of 
the Ministers* series? 
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Bibu AKHIL CHANDRA DATTA: It is, therefore, now admitted 
by the Hon’lde Mr. Moherly that the warrants of arrest were actually 
issued ou the 28th August. Whatever* may he the merits of his reply 
on other points, it is now admitted that they were signed on the 28th 
August. Then, ?^ir, it becomes very instructive and interesting to 
emiuire us to what happened in the last week of August for that drastii* 
step to be taken. I need not remind the House that it was on the 26th 
of August that the Hoii’ble Mr. Donald moved this House for a 
reconsideration of the (luestion of Ministers’ salary which had already 
been disallowed on the 24th March. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: Here again I would mention 
that I do not know when the warrants were signed, but they were 
applied for bebue the 28th August. 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: On a point of order, Sir. 
The Hon’ble Member-in-charge has got a right of reply, and yet he is 
interrupting in the midst of a speech, whereas he himself resents 
interference. 

Mr. president: He has got to answei important questions put 
to him. 

Mr. J. M. SEN GUPTA: Is it not the pra<‘ti(‘e in the House of Com- 
mons and also in this Council that unless the speaker, who is in posses- 
sion of the House, gives way. the (piestion cannot be answeied? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I think you are right, but 1 gave the Hon'ble 
Member pennission to aiis%\t‘r the (|uestion us it a])peared to me that 
tht'^'e was a j)ause after it was j)nt. When an important ouestion has 
been put, do you mean to say that the Hon’ble Meml>er to whom it is 
j>ut is not entitled to answer that question even with the jiennission of 
the (’hair!^ I think l»e is. I wmdd ask Halm Akhil (’handra Datta to 
go on. 

Bibu AKHIL CHANDRA DATTA: Now, Sir, it is admitted that 
the wurarnts of arrest were ■signed on the 2iSth August. It is not for 
the first time that this statement is being made — this statement was 
made by Mr. (foswami in the Assembly stone days ago and he challenged 
contradiction, hut no contradiction has come up to now, and, therefore, 
it necessarily ftdlows that if tm an inijxotant matter like this, on a 
vital (piestitm like this, there was no contradit'tion, I think I am per- 
feetJy entitled tt) take it that it is admitted. At all events, let me put 
it like this — if it is not admitted, it is not disputed. Now, the warrants 
of arrest weiv issued on the 28th August and it was on the 26tli August 



RESOLUTIONS. 


145 


1 ^.] 

that the Hon^ble Mr. Donald moved for a reconsideration of the deokion 
the House about Ministei-s’ salary. As is well known, there was a 
irial of strength between Government on one side and the people on the 
other. In fact it was a battle-myal Wtween the drowned king and the 
uncrowned king of Bengal — between Deshbandhu C. It. Das on one 
side and the buveaucrac y on the other — and we all know that the bureau- 
cracy was defeated on that question. Now, Sir, I do not know whether 
on that night the members of Governiuent had any sleep, .sound or un- 
bound. But I think they rose very eaily next morning only t<» meet 
round the table and to devise means to <iu>h these tittshmuns 

these Swarajaists — because tliey were the avowed enemies of the 

diarchy, which was killed on the day preceding. It is said that 
they were signed on the 28tli, but as a matter of fa<*t they were applied 
for long before that; but that is a long history. 1 have got the whole 
proceedings of the debate in the House ot liOrd> — how Lortl Glivier 
brought a charge of bad faith and breach of faith against the Bengal 
(iovernnient ; that he a])proved of the Ordinance on the distinct under- 
>tanding that no attempt would be made to check politic'al activities by 
applying this measures, but that the measure woubi be applied only 
for the prevention of actual crime and violence. However, that is 
another history. Therefore, Sir, the defeat of the Government on the 
26th August and the issue of the warrants on the 28th were as certainly 
co-related as cause and effect. Now, Sir Hugh Stephenson, while 
introducing the Criminal Law Amendment Bill, in Juijuar>, H)2o, 
gave UK an assurance that it was not directed against the Swarujyu 
party, and .some good and credulous people uinongst us were half inclined 
to accept that assurance. But now. Sir, a new s]K>kesmaii on the official 
•side in the Assembly has declared that the revolutionary jiarty is only 
an invisible wing of the Swarajya paity. Ibis was in u mtiiilen speecb 
of a new recruit po-ssibly and obviously not yet initiated in the art of 
diplomacy which ha.s l)cen so happily de8cril>e<l by Voltaire w a Field 
of Lies. This new recruit in u nmment of inadvertence let fbe official 
cat outof the bag. There is another u.specf of this mutter. We all know 
that these w^arrants of arrest were issued under Regulation III of 1818 

a regulation which does not contemplate l a.ses of actual violence and 

actual crime. Now, when they were arrested on 25111 Octidwr, even 
then the warrants were under the Regulation and not under the Ordi- 
nance. Then there were some trouble, Indh in the Assembly and in the 
House of Commons. Even Lord Olivier said Imw was it that these men 
were arrested under the Regulation when they obtained the sanction 
of the Home Government on the distinct understanding that Government 
would not proceed against politicians. Then, Sir, we find that it was 
some day in January, 1925, that these arrests were converted into 
arre8t.s under the Ordinance. It is veiy difficult to undei-stund the 
position. If these gentlemen, Siibhas, Satyendra and fithers, were non- 
violent, in October, 1924, and if it was therefoie thought necessary to 
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proceed agaiast them under the Regulation^ how is it that in January 
following, within two months, they were metamorphosed into criminals' 
They deliberately make a mess of the whole thing : they make a con- 
fusion between those who form a conspiracy for criminal outrage and 
those who are revolutionaries in the sense that they want a change in 
the constitution of the country. In any case the most pertinent ques- 
tion that arises is — who is responsible for bringing into existence these 
revolutionaries)^ Admittedly there were no revolutionaries in this 
countiy for about 1(K) or 125 years of the British rule. It has been 
said that “ we aie not going to surrender to young Bengal the right to 
detennine as to when and how responsible government will be estab- 
lished in this countiy But did you sunender to old Bengal or to 
old India? Did you surrender to the i)re8sure of constitutional agita- 
tion in this countiy? 

(Here the member having reached the time limit resumed his seat.) 


Mr. «l. M. 8EN GUPTA: Mr. President, I am sorry that I was ih)1 
here when the Jlon’ble Mr. Moberly was speaking on this resolution, 
but I hope I have been posted coirectly with facts which Mr. Moberly 
disclosed before this House. It has been said, I understand, by the 
Hon’ble Mr. Moberly that there was a wide terrorist conspiracy in 1924 
before the Ordinance was applied. I would remind the House that 
one fine morning or was it at the dead of night that the police forces 
all over Bengal auiTeptitiously an<l without any notice whats(»ever 
visited hundreds of houses and searched them for the purpose of finding 
arms and ammunition as evideni'e of a grand teri'orist ciuispiracy. 1 
would remind the members of the House that the next morning everx • 
one was surprised to see not only that a large numlier of public* men 
were spirited away but that in an Kxtraordinary issue of the ('alcuttd 
Gazette an announc*ement was made that some ordinant*e had been put 
into operation with the san(‘tion of the (governor General of India. I 
Mould remind the House that Mhen these searches were made these 
persons M'ho Mere ariTested in con.se([Uence immediately after the •searches 
had no notice whatsoever that an ordinance was in course of hatching 
or that their houses M'cnild be .searched. Not a single cartridge, not a 
single revolve*!’, not a single pistol and not a single piec*e of evidenc e 
against any one of these persons was found. 

That is the kind of evidence and infcuniation on M’bic^h in 1924 the 
Government promulgated the Ordinance and also allowed the police 
to ask for search warrants for the purpose of searching the houses of 
thl^ people. We are (old that after the (Ordinance mus applieil in 
October, 1924, the conspiracy was disorganised to a great extent and 
I am told th4t the Hon'ble Mr. Moberly seriously asked the members 
of the House to agree with him, having regard to the fact that «ome 
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pistols bombs wei'e found in some bouse or some stiwt (Sukett 
Street) in Calcutta, to ooine to the conclusion that a conspiracy was 
being hatched and that it u*as going very strong in the countiy. 
Further, as a matter of fact, two annonymous letters written by some- 
body have been received by (Government wherein it is stated that a 
violent conspiracy is being hatched in secret. I do beg of Hon'bic 
Mr. Moberly to realise what he is asking the memWrs of the ILmsc 
to believe. Two annonymous letters have Wen received, no one knows 
who wrote them, no one knows whether the facts are correct or not. 
no one has verified them, we are not allowed to see them and yet on 
the basis of these two annonymous letters — he did not give the names 
of the writers, the names were known to him hut nh(» the people were 
no one knows — he infers the existein'e of a violent cniispira<y. Did the 
writers give their addresses. I would like to know. Were the writers 
interviewed? Did those letters <ome hy post? 1 do not know. I am 
told that tw-o letters were received hy the Hon’hle Mr. MoWrly — two 
signed letters — hut who are these people. Do they exist? What is 
their address? Did an\; (iovernment ofhcei go to those places ami 
verify the facts which the ffoii’hle Mr. MoWrly has read for the 
heuefit of the meinhers of (his House for the purpose of inducing them 
t<i come to the conclusion that there is a teiT<»rist (‘(mspiracy. 

Then I am told that a detenu who has been kept/ umlci detent ioit 
has made a statement. In the course of his detention a police officer 
went and saw him and the detenu told him he Wlieved in violence ami 
his party men also believed in violeme. Therefore there is a eon- 
spiracy in the country. I absolutely fail tr» see (he logic of it. Here 
is a man wdio is under detention, who /aniiot in tin* slightest way 
rominunieate witli the outside w’orld ami while in jail makes a state- 
ment that he believes in violence. Therefore the natuial ami logical 
conclusion w'hi<'h a MemWr of the Government of llengal draws is 
that there is a violent conspiracy in the ((Uintry! 

These are the three grounds I understand on which it has beeir 
alleged by the Iloirhle Mr. Moberly that there is again— (hough I do 
not admit it — a widespread terroiist eonspiracy in the country. 
Certainly in or about 1924 there were a very'few caseK of violent crime. 
Since 1922 let us see how many cases of vioIeii<*e there had Wen in 
Bengal. I remember the Sankaritola Post Office murder cast*. It has 
Wen alleged by the Hon’Tde Mr. MoWrly I understand that these 
people could not W put upon their trial because witnesses were intimi- 
dated and terrorised that they might be murdered. He has instanced 
the case of some man Wing murdered after a case was over. 
remind him of the Sankaritola Post Offi<‘e murder case? Does he not 
rememWr that any numWr of Indian witnesses went up to the witness 
Wx and gave evidence and the accused was convic ted? Does he not 
rememWr that the jurrors had no hesitation in giving their verdict on 
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that evidence!*' Does he not remember the Day murder case when 
witnesses came forward most of whom were Indians? Does he not 
know* that the accused was found guilty by Indian jurors? Does he 
not know that only the other day in the Dakhineswar Bomb case the 
police did not arise the plea that w itnesses would be murdered, lynched or 
intimidated by the members of the revolutionary conspiracy if the\ 
jjave evidence? The palpable purposes behind the fact that they were 
not brought to trial is this, namely, that there is no evidence against 
them, no evidence which could be tested and found to be true in a 
c ourt of law. How is it that in the Dakhineswar Bomb case the Gov- 
ernment did not put forward the plea that w^itnesses would be terrorised 
and murdered? How* is it that in the Sankaritola ease the witnesses 
came forward willingly and gave evidence and Government did not 
say we won’t hold a trial? If it is true that the witnesses w'ho gave 
evidence in these cases w*ere not terrorised by revolutionaries, how is/ it 
that it is said that they would be terrorised if they gave evidence in 
other cases also where people are put up for doing political crimes? 
That is my answer to the <‘harge. In a case where an Inspector of 
Police was shot dead in riiittagong tlie accused was put upon his trial 
and any number of Indian witnesses came forward and gave evidence 
against him; no plea was then put forw*ard that they would be terrorised 
and so wmuld not give evidence. An English Judge with the help of 
Indian jurors tried the case; the English Judge disagreed w*ith the 
verdict of the jury and referred the case to the High Court and the 
learned Judges of the High Court lield that tlie jury was justified in 
a(‘(juitting the ac<‘used. Therefore the Hon’ble Member over there 
cannot say that the witnesses %vere terrorised, that witnesses may be 
terrorised and w*ill be terrorised and that that is the reason w*hy these 
people are not put upon their trial. I say that he has no reason what- 
soever to put before the House. It has been said that the conspiracy 
is raising its head again. Now*. Sir, if the (‘onspiracy is raising its 
head again, may 1 emiuire from the H<m’bh‘ Mr, Moberly whether the 
peisons who have been detained now for over two years and a few 
months, whether they have got anything to do with the conspiracy that 
is raising its head again? How can they possibly have any communica- 
tion with the present conspirators who are outside the jail? Either 
they were in the conspiracy before or they were not. If they w*ere in 
the conspiracy before then the conspiracy that is raising its head is 
(•ertainly not dead and cannot be killed. The proper inference is that 
the people w*ho have been detained for over two years are not the real 
leaders of the con>piracy and that there are others who are directing it. 
Government is wrong to come to the conclusion that they were really 
in the consjiiracy. If there are others who are now* hatching a new’ 
conspiracy what is Government going to do nl)out them? Are they 
going to have another Act, or under the same Act are they going to 
detain them without trial? I know the Hon’ble Mr. Moberly does 
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^ believe in the fact that there is a huge conspiracy, because if he 
he would go on arresting people by thousands ; he does not believe 
thia and that is merely an argument that he puts forward for the pur* 
poie of keeping these people in (confinement. 

It has been said that the leodei-s of public opinion in 
India should declare openly that they do not encourage violence, 
that they do not believe in violence. I say, Sir, they 
do not encourage the people who l)elieve in violence to go in for it. 
It does not become the Hon’ble Member to say that th(" leaders of 
public opinion in India have not decried violence in absolutely deal 
terms. The Indian National Congress is pledged to non-violence. The 
late Deshbandhu C. R. Das issued a manifesto some months after the 
arrest of Mr. Subash Chandra Row and others — a manifesto in which 
he made it perfectly clear that not only he did not believe in violence 
but he asked all young men to shun violence in every respect for the 
attainment of political freedom of the country. This manifesto was 
taken noti<^e of by Lord Rirkenhead when he stood up in his place in 
the House of liords imhiediately after the i.ssue of it. 

(Here the menil)er reached tin* time limit and had to resume his 
.seat.) 

Sir PR0VA8H CHUNDER MITTER: I desire. Sir. plm^e liefore 
the House the opinion of the party tliat T have the Inmour to reprewnt. 
The National ]dl>eral Fed(‘rution at the last wssion of tlie Akola Cunfe- 
itjnce under the presidency of Sir 1*. S. Sivuswamy Iyer, k.c.s.i., 
passed the following resolution: — 

“ The National Liberal IVderation strongly leiterates its protest 
against the continued detention of many persons in Rcngal under the 
Criminal Law Amendment Act of 1925 and urges that they should hi* 
either set free or tried undei the ordinary criminal law. Tlie federa- 
tion again urges the repeal of the Act as well as the DepJU'totion 
Regulations of 1818, 1819 and 1827.^’ 

As the ivsolution itself stands this i^ one of many resolutions that 
were passed by the Federaticm »ml the party that I represent inside 
Ibis Counidl accepts this posit i<m. 

As regards the condemnation of violence and atianhy we all con- 
demn violence and anarchy as strongly and as stoutly as violence and 
anarchy can be condemned. 

Mr. MR AT RAiU: We are now dealing with the llrdinance and 
we know what the public feeling is. I may tell you that it has always 
eiaded my imagination as to what this Ordinance is. I tried to make 
o«i M to what the difference i.s between this Ordinance and the Hegula- 
tm of 1818. Some verbal matters excluded I do not find any difference 
battraen the two except one, viz., that the Regulation of 1818 pit aome 

u 
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burden upon the Government to bear the expenses of the detenus, 
whereas the Ordinance relieves it. The Ordinance keeps the prisoners 
without the liability of having to maintain their families. Otherwise 
1 do not find any practical difference. For that reason I would conclude 
that the Ordinance is the younger brother of liegulation III of 1818 or 
its offspring. As my honourable friend, Sir Abd-ur-Rahim, just men- 
tioned to the House, we are not given an oppoiiunity to see as to the use 
of the Ordinanr e. Whether there is a conspiracy in the land and 
whether there are (conspirators b) he arrested is not the issue. That is 
not relevant. The issue is whether the ordinary law of the land is 
enough to cope with the evil or not. It is said that the ordinary law will 
not meet these cases, that these persons should not be tried but kept in 
prison indefinitely, be<'ause witnesses could not be brought forward to 
pi'ove the case against them. Now, if that be so, I do not wish to enter 
into the (juesiion whether that is the real state of facts or not, but 
assuming that they are so, then, let us see whether these detenus could 
not be prosecuted in courts and their c ase placed before the judges for 
their verdi(ct. Witnesses who would speak a/^ainst them would be in 
jeopardy. Now, if the witnesses are so much afraid, it would appear 
prirna facie, that they would not be able to tell the truth, because of the 
danger of their being murdered, there are wonld-be murdierers in the 
land. Have they been arrested? Then what is the use of arresting 
theee few people keeping the w^ould-he murderers outside. Now, if the 
Government means that these would-he murderei-s have also been 
aiTested, that these (UHernis represent not only the (conspirators hut also 
those would-l)e murderers, i.e., those would-bc murderers who would 
murder the witnesses if they give evidence in the cases, I beg to submit 
that the Government has got a very sorry case indeed. In that case 
the whole number of conspirators as well as those people who would 
murder the witnesses against them are confined amongst those in 
prisons and no more. It is for that reason I wish to draw the attention 
of the House under what circu instance's the father of the OrdinanC/e, viz.. 
Regulation 111 of 1818, was passed. The jireamble to that Regulation 
says that the objects of that Hegulation are four in numlier; first, the 
mainteiiunce of alliances formed by the British Government with foreign 
states; secondly, the jireservalion of tmiujuility in the native states; 
thirdly, the security of the Briti.sh dominions from foreign hostility; 
fourthly, the set'urity of the British Government from internal com- 
motion. Did these few persons make any internal commotion in the 
country? If language means anything it would be a mockery of the 
use of words to say that these few persons had produced a commotion. 
We do not find any commotion, but the commotion comes from the 
Government side and that is, that there is a conspiracy. Of course, 
it is not the time nor the opportunity to discuss whether there has been 
any conspiracy in the country or not. T am not going to enter 
into controversial matters: but 1 cannot omit that subject witlumt 
nifptioning to the House that in the case of at least one detenu, 
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irtir., Mr. Subhas Chandra Bose, we were told that the evidence against 
hiJBi consists not in documents which (‘an be placed against him, but in 
statements made by respectable witnesses. There is a great deal in 
these words “respectable witnesses Who are the witnesses we do not 
know. We are siuiplj’ told that they are respiH'table witnesses. Now, 
we know, under the present day, whu h people in the eye of the Govern- 
ment constitute respectable people. It is that (‘la.ss of j)eople who are in 
recent times made Bui Bahadurs, Khan Bahadurs, Nawa^, Uajtw, and 
O.I.Es. and so forth. These manufactured respectable men constitute the 
witnesses upon whose evidence Government relies — Uespectuhle indeed ! 
And it is those respectable pw)plt* \\lu» are expected to give evidence 
against that detenu. But if (he\ aiv respect aide, why don’t they eome 
forward and give evidence:*^ If they aie respeetahle people then they 
can take care of tiieiuselves, because the wtud “ iespe(‘tab!e " connotes 
tliat they command the respe(*t of others. But, their respectability, as I 
have said, is only to l>e found in the catalogue of the Civil hist under 
the head “Title-holders". Now, if the resjiectable witnesses do not ait 
like that, there cannot be the slightest douht that no ciuirt will ever 
accept their evidence as correct. If they have not tlie hardihooil to 
(‘oine before the court and give evidence, it only shows, and the only 
conclusion possible is, that tlie case against these iletenus cannot Iwar 
the test of scrutiny in a court of justice. The (i(»\einiiient know that 
the case wdll not stand and therefore they do not venture to launch a 
pixjsecution against him. I will not detain you longer. I will only 
remind you and the members of this House that \\e ought to take into 
consideration the condition of tliis country and oi the world generally 
when that Regulation was passeil. You will remember that there was 
.the war with America raging at that time, we rememlrt*r that during tluwe 
days India was in a state ot commotion, wai was going on between 
Sindhia, Holker, Gaekwur, the Peshwaa and the Marhaitn power wm in 
the coui*se of disintegration at the time. We know' also that there was 
Punjab still with sword unsheathed which was a ternir and iiieuac’e 
to the British (iovernmeiit of the <*ouiitiT at that time. We know' also 
that just almut that time there was the war with Tippo(» Sultan of 
Mysore and that Tijipoo Sultan ha<i just then fallen. AVe also know 
that the British sovereignty nf Bengal was in the eoiuHe of formation 
at that time. We also know that the Napoleoiii(‘ war had just come to 
an end. AVe all remember the year ISlo. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Are we discussing the Na|K>leonic war*' 

Mr. SARAT C. BA8U: If I hud U-en discussing the Napoleonic war 
I would not 1 m* in order, but I am not discussing the Najad^mic war but 
tilling the House that the Napoleonic war had just come to an end. 1 
think, I am loud enough to be audible to you. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I think you are repeating wrhat haa Wen aaid 
already and you are taking up the time of the Gouncil. Yon will have 
another two minutes to wind up your speech and no more. 
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Mn MRAT 0. SASU: Thank you very much, Sir. I am only 
narrating? the cir*'umKtance» and I do not think that any one has done it, 
at least T did not hear him. MTiat I mean tt) say is that that was the 
time when there was interna! eoiiimotion, strife and war g’oing on in 
India and social unrest in Enjrland. It was during? this time that the 
iidiriinistr.ition of the country was full of p’Hevances and the Govern- 
ment instead of removing* those jrrievances brouprht in repressive 
measures, the effect of w'hich was that even the Oown of Eng'land was 
tottering at the time and the reforms of 18.‘t2 laid oil over tnmbled 
waters and everything became quiet. The point is that these repressive 
measures never succeed in bringing traiujuility in the country. On the 
other linnd they exaggerate the facts and create disaffection in the minds 
of the people. So, what 1 mean to say is this, remove the grievances and 
then the minds of the people will be (juieted. No man under any admi- 
nistration likes t(' be killed or nibbed; every one wants to put down 
violence and offences against person and jiroperty. The people of India 
would like to have law and order kejit into use effectively. They do 
not want <‘omniotion or conspiiwy. If the nfind is created for the 
purpose of committing these offences — for the purjiose of < ommitting da- 
coities or conspiracies — then the cause is in tlie hands of the Government. 
Government becomes responsible for that. The people want love and 
affection from the Government, hnt the Government has been trying its 
best to disseminate dissatisfaction in the minds of the people. I may 
remind the members of (he House that it is British justice that brought 
the Britishers into the land. When the (onntry w’as oppressed and 
harassed by the high-handedness of the Muslim Government, it is the 
British who taught us to conspire and to rise in rebellion for over- 
throwing the oppressive though constituted monarchy of the land. The 
British ought to remember tha( no Government can subsist without the 
good’ will of the ]>eople. We may be a disarmed nation and we may 
not be able to fight with anyone, but still this is certain that by force 
of numliers 

(At this stage the nieinher having ivached the time limit had to 
resume his seat.) 

(At this stage (Nmucil was adjourned for lo minutes.) 

(After the adjournment.] 

RAI HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: May I respedfully draw 
your attention to the fact that the Council was adjourned for 15 minutes 
but it is now about Will you in that case extend the time of the 

sitting by another 15 minutes? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I will have it recorded. 

Mi^ lASAlNTA KUMAR LAHIRI: At this late stage, I do not 
mui^ to detain this Cmincil with a long speech nor do I think a long 
speech is nei'essary. For the last 12 years I have been hying to 
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riii0 my voice of protest against these detentions without trial and to* 
dty after the lapse ot 12 yeai-s I am still less convinced of either the 
pisbiriety or the justice of it. As the Swretary of the (’ivil Rights 
Committee which was started when some of the young men were let 
off ill 1919 1 triwl to do my little share to pr«»vi<le lor tliem and to help 
them in getting on in life and up till to-day 1 am t lying to do the same. 
If dnriug war or during internal (‘onimotion or external aggression there 
IS any trouble in rhe land some just ih('at ion may liiix'e lieeii found for 
iWtention under tho>e circumstances. I am awni-e that there were such 
detentions in Kiiglund ami Ireland and in some of du* continental 
countries during the late Kuropean war. Rut now that we are in |>eace 
we have not got any internal nmiimUion or invasion from without, it 
is not right — it is not just— it is not in the fitness of things that 
liberty of youngs men should he restrained lor an indefinite period even 
at the risk of the health of many of fliem breaking d«)wn and they 
becoming useless even if released for the rest of tluMi lives. I’lidcr 
these cii<‘iimstnnces as a lesponsivi* co-opt‘ralor. I want to raise iny 
voi(‘e of protest against *these detentions and associate myself with the 
resolution that is before the House. On a matter like this 1 do n<»t 
think T need take up any more time of the (’onneil. 

Mf* 8« Cf B08E* Mr. l*resident. Sir, the lloirhle Mi. M<»lH‘rly 
under cover of th* privilege which his position in IIiIn House gixes 
him has thought fit to prefer what I and my parts have no hesitation 
in eharaeterising as wild and re<-kless charges against the political 
detenus. He is conscious. Sii, that his position in this House givt‘s 
him a privilege to make statements which ordinarily would he libellous, 
We on this side of the House could have treated him with a eirtain 
amount of geueiosity if he hud allowed the iletenus to uppiai before 
the bar of this Hmise and given them an r»pportunitv to reply to the 
fake and malicious charges made against them. If Mr. Moherly 
lielieves in the truth ami seriousness of those charges, if he thinks that 
he has ample evi«lenee in support of those charges, one W(mld expect 
him to rise in his seat and declare t4> this House that he would allow 
eiM'h and every one of those detenus against whom we say that evidence 
has been manufirctured — I would expect him if he is an honoinable 
man with a sense of justice and fair play to thiow out a c hallenge to 
the di^fenus and to allow them to appear before the Isir of the House 
to refute those charges; hut of course he is not going to do anything 
of the kind — he is simply going to take shelter under the privilege 
which as a Member of this House he has. 

Now, Sir. Mr. Mob<*rly has read out to the House certain letters or 
supposed letters which have been put into his hands by perfM>ii or 
persons unknown. I need not detain the Housi* w’ith the considemtioit 
of those letters, but if the Honlile MV. Molierly seriously tniendeif to 
ask this House to lielieve in the genuineness of those letters, I can only 
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say, Sir, that he was insulting the intelligence of this House by asking 
this House to believe that a revolutionary who had been planning 
conspiracies in different parts of the land, as soon us he is put under 
arrest, at once goes before a police officer and tells him that so and so 
were theie to take up the work which he was carrying on. Does the 
llou’ble Hr. Moberly ask the House seriously to believe that a violent 
revolutionary who believes in his faith and is convinced that the policy 
of peaceful non-cooperation is not the right policy, for the country*, 
as soon as he is put under arrest and finds that he cannot do anything 
in that direction, goes at once before the police and says, “My friends 
and associates are so and so and if you do not put them under arrest, 
they will continue this violent propaganda”. I repeat again that it 
is an insult to the intelligence ot the House to ask the House to believe 
that those supposed letters came from revolutionaries or that those 
statements which are alleged to have been recorded by police officers 
weiv really in fact made by the persons arrested. Now, Sir, if the 
Ihui’ble Mr. Moberly or his predecessors in odice hud evidence in their 
possession against each and every one of these detenus, may I a.sk him 
why they did not refute the charges which were brought by Jiban Lai 
Chatterji, who is now at Suri actually paying the penalty for the 
offence of asking for an emiuiry with his life blood. Does not the 
Hon’ble Member remember that as far back as the year 19‘.^4 Jiban liul 
(.'hatterji and Bhupendra Nath Dutt sent a memorial to the Right 
Hon’ble the Secretary of State asking for an impartial enquiry? They 
were even prepared to forego the right of a))])eai‘ing before the ordinary 
courts of law’ : they asked the Secretary of State to constitute an 
honest and impartial Tribunal before whom they could be taken, wheiv 
charges could be framed against them and where they (ould have an 
opportunity of refuting those charges; we know that that was on the 
!:^5th July 1924, but the (Government have not yet declai*ed that they 
are going to constitute a Tribunal for enquiring into the grave and 
serious allegations made by Jiban Lai (^hatterji and Bhupendra Nath 
Dutt. We are not surprised that one of them is now a victim of 
tuberculosis and the other, namely, Bhupendra Nath Dutt, is being 
treated with unspeakable cruelty behind the prison walls at Insein 
because they had the courage to phne before the Secretary of State 
certain facts winch the Se<*retary of State and his j-epresentatives in 
this country had not the courage to fat'e. 

Now, Sir, ns Mr. Mol>erly has read to this rouncil some extracts, 
I will give you just some instances of what Jiban fail (Jiatterji and 
Bhupendra Nath Dutt stated in their memorial. They said that they 
were asked at the time of arrest whether they were privy to the murder 
of p<di(’e officer*. Their reply was : “ It is amaiing that a case of 

murder or its aWtmeut could not be dealt with in a properly consfituted 
court of law, but the fact is that during the period intervening between 
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tiktt time of our release in 1920 and ari'est for the second lime in 
8l|>tember 192d at least we know of no ease of assassination of any 
police officer nor of any such attempt.’’ Further, Sir, they stated that 
when, charged face to face hy one of us, even Mr. Hatuford, t^ ho in 
possibly one of the men who supplies information to the Hon’ble 
Member) the Special Superintendent of the t’rimiiiul liitelliftence 
Department, Renj^al, Irankly admitted * We know you aiv not connected 
with any murder ‘plot ' Ifas there been any denial liom the Secre- 
taiy of State or fmni any of hi'< subordinate officers in Imlia *d tin* 
charges «iade in writing by diban Lai (’hatterji and Hhiipemlia Nath 
Dutt? Now, Sir, I would ask the House t»> listen to a few nnu'e 
questions which weie put to them when they were arrested. The 
questions w'ere these: "Did you go to the Delhi t’ongress.*' Do \<m 
belong to the Swarajya Party Do you bebmg to Mr. (’. K. Dan’ 
party? \Vere you used to visit the Swarajya Party’s office? Were 
you used to visit the (’herrv Press? Who finames and mntiagcs the 
Siradesh? Who is going to be the editor ol the Fonnirdy " Just the 
sort of (luestioii which the llon'ble Mi. Moberly would have us 
believe ought to be pul to revolutionaries or supposed revedutionaries I 

Sir, the charges made by Jiban Lai (’hatterji and Hhupendra Natli 
Dutt as far back as February . 192o, have m»t been answered for the 
last two years and yet the llim’ble Mr. Moberly has the audaidty, has 
the effrontery to come betoie this House, take out of his pcaket and 
place before it supjiosed revolutionary doeuiiienls. Why was not a 
Tribunal, apart from the oidinary tribunals, constituted in order thai 
these charges should be pieteried against these men and their replies 
taken? Is the Hon’ble .Mi. .Moberly pre|»aied to alb>w the detenu- to 
come before the bar of this House and to give st might i-eplies to the 
false and malicious charges he has juit forward to make against 
them? Now, Sir. I will not labour the p»»int ^elv much. 1 am not. 
how'ever, .surprised, knowing the offii ial mentality as I do at his icimI- 
ing unsigned letters from unknown persons — I am not surjiriseil at the 
.sense of chiA'alrv, at the sense of justice ami fair play which have 
prompted the Hon’ble Member to give exprcssioti to charges against 
persons who.se voices he well knows I’aiinot be heard in this House! Sir, 
the object is not far to seek. The public and th»>He who move w-itli 
the public know^ very well that these statements from official lips are 
not really worth the ])aper <»n which they are .written. At the same 
time it is necessary for officials to carry on this sort of propaganda 
under the cover of the privilege which their position in the House gives 
them. I am sure that Mr. Molierly will not have the courage to g»> 
downstairs and address a public meeting making »fM*cific charges 
against these di^tenus, Iwcaiuse he knows that he would be promptly 
hauled up before a court of law. It is very easy for him to sit in a 
cosy chair in this Chamber and get up in an airy fashion and read 
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U) the Hou»e the letter handed over to him by police officers. Have these 
letters been examined— has the authenticity of these letters been tested: 
Those who have read histoiy know that letters wei*e forged to discredit 
fhe Irish leader Parnell— those who have read histoi-y know that a 
prominent Sergeant of the Royal Irish Constubulai'y who was respon- 
sible for the arrest and detention of several political prisoners was 
during the lust stage of his career caught in the act of manufacturing 
false evidence and then he had to confess that he bad been doing that 
for the last 20 years. We know the value of these statements from 
informers and spies, and 1 do not think it is necessary for me to dilate 
(HI that aspect of the matter any further. 1 will, Sir, deal with the 
Hori’ble Air. Aloberly’s statement regarding a^ent pKfvfnateun. 
Jiban lail Chatterji and Rhupendra Nath Dutt have really said the 
last word on the subject. They named the police informers, they also 
named the ttyeniif provoiatvinx of (ioveriiment who w'cre enjoying trip> 
to Kurope and America at the expense of (Government in order to 
concoct and suj)ply false evidence to (Government. Their challenge 
W'as not taken up and still the Ifoirble Membbi- has the ehrontery and 
impertinence to prefer against these honourable men, these patriotic sons 
of India, these loathsome charges. 

Now, Sir, 1 expe(‘ted in the course of the debate that the Ilon’ble 
MinTster Mr. Chakravarti wcmld rise from his seat and tell us what 
his attitude and that (*f the other Minister All. (ihuznavi were. I was 
anxiously waiting for him to speak. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That (piestion does not arise. 

Mr. 8. C. BOSE: Sir, 1 w'ould ask Mr. ('hakravarti it he does not’ 
know that Sir Surendra Nath Baneijee was once upon a time shadowed 
by jKilicemeu and police iniormer. I would ask the Minister if he does 
not know’ that Air. Rhupendva Nath Rasu, who was a Alember of the 
Secretary of State’s (^uincil, was also shadowed by these men. 

1 would ask the Hon'lde Minister if he does not know that till 
recently he himself was used to be shadowed by policemen and police 
informecvs, Therefoj-e, 1 should have liked him to enlighten the House 
as to the attitude he takes u|x)n this question. If he is a res|)oiisible 
Minister, if he is a representative of the public and if he repi’esents 
a constituency he sliould answer this (|uestion. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Rose, I put it to you not to make a 
jiersoual question of it. The subject does not concern the Hon’ble 
Minister. 

Mr. S. C. BOSE: I want to know the attitude of the Hon’ble 
Minister. 

Nr* PRESIDENT: I do not think you are justified in doing so. 
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Hfi $■ Ct BOSE: I havt» asked the (|uestion aud it is not necessary 
for me to labour the point any inore. 1 should have thought that 
the Responsivist Minister who pretends t«) represent public opinion 
in the inner cabinet of the State would have the courage of stating 
to this House what his views weiv. 

I will not detain the House any longer. I had many more things 
to say, but I do not like to exliaust the patience of the lL)use. I will 
give the House oirly one instance to shon that the otlicial propaganda 
i-egarding the health of the detenus 

(Here the niembei having leachcd the time limit had to leMinic his 
seat.) 

Khait Sahib Mauivi ABDU8 8ATTAR: This is a very impoitant 
and serious matter and it should l)e viewed from more than one pm’iit. 
It is very late in the day and T do not propose to make a long speech, 
but as it will be necessiirv tor us to vote on one side <m' the other and 
as T wish to vote tor the resolution it is natural that 1 slumlil make 
oui' position cleaj’, and^the position is this. Orj this resolution there 
is a good deal to ])e said both on behalf of the (Government and also 
on behalf of the people. It is no doubt distressing and jiainful that 
many of oui* young men slmuld 1 h* detaiiu'd without trial for svu’h a 
length of time. (In the «jthei hand it is alfi4> nece.sHai\\ that we should 
see that peace and order is maintained in the country. Again wc d(» 
not endorse all that has Wn said on the other side f*)r it is a fact 
that in some cases it is difficult to find wifnesses to gi\e exideme in 
political cases and alsr) difficult to find an imj»arfinl jury. Tliat is 
a fact but let that go. 

As regards the present lesolution we have got t<» respect the resolution 
which was passed at the All-lmlia Muslim League at Delhi, wheie ii 
similar resolution was brought forward foi the trial not of all dt'denus 
but of th<»se who were detained tor two or three vears to W placed 
on their trial and released if ther-e was in» evi<lence against them. I 
consider, Sir, this resolution is a reasonable one and we should vote 
for it. 

Dr. PRAMATHANATH BANERJEA: I nn that the (pieHtion 
be now put, 

Mr. PRE8IDENTS 1 am told that the mover of the res(»lution doe« 
not intend to make a reply. He having waived his right, I think 
the Hon^ble Mr. Moberly loses his right of reply as well having once 
spoken on the subject. T will thereb)re put the diuest’oii to vote. 

The motion was put and before the Hon’ble the IVesident luid given 
his deeisioii. Dr. Eumud Sankar Ray afJted for a division. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: I must say that you should not have risen in 
your place and (daimed a division without waiting for my verdict. 
I therefore ignore your claim altogether. I think the Ay«« have it. 

12 
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Mr. J. M. SEN GUPTA: A dmsion, Sir. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Sen Gupta, did not you say “ Aye ” when 
I put the question to the House? 

Mr. J. M. SEN GUPTA: I am not bound to answer that question. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I am bound to rule that UvS I heiird you say 
“ Aye ” and as you have cdaimed a division, you will not l>e entitled 
to to the Ayes lobby and reeord your vote. 

Mr. PRESIDENT. I said “ the have it.” The member iii 
contestinjr that statement by claim injr a division maintained, in my 
view, that the ” Xora ” have it. He canmd therefore vote in the 
Aye ” lobby: 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: Is there any rule to 
that) effect? 

The motion that this Council recommends to the (jovernment : — 
(a) to take immediately the necessary steps to release all persons 
belonging to Benjfal wh(» have been placed under personal restraint 
under Benjful Regulation TIT of 18IS: and (h) to release all persons 
detained under the Henpal Criminal TjUw Amendment Act, 1925, was 
then put and a division taken with the following result: — 


AYES. 


Aoharjy« Chaudnuri, Maharaja thaaht 
Kanta. 

Afial, Mauivi Syad Md. 

Ahamad, Maulvi Atimuddin. 

Ahamad. Maulvi Kaairuddin. 

All, Maulvi tyad Nauihar. 

Atiquilah, Maulvi lyad Md. 

■af«hi, Babu Romaa Chandra. 

Banerita, or. Pramathanatn. 

■antrjaa, Baku Pramatha Nath. 

Banarjaa, Mr. A. C. 

Bannarjaa, Bahu dltandralai. 

Batu, Babu fati Bakhar. 

Batu, Mr. P. C. 

Baiu, Mr. Sarat C. 

Biawaa, Babu turandra Nath. 

Biawaa, Maulvi Abdul Latif. 

■aMi Babu Bajay Krishna. 

Bata, Mr. S. C. 

Ohakravarti, Babu JaBihdra Chandra. 
Chakraburtty, Babu Jatindra Nath. 
Ohattarjaa, Srijut BiJay Kumar. 
Ohaudhuri, Rai Marandranath. 

Ohaudhury, Maulvi Kharthad Alam. 

Oat Bupta, Or. 4, M. 

Oatta, Babu Akbil Cbandra. 


Dutti Babu Saral Kumar. 

Faraqui, Khan Bahadur K. Q. M. 
fihata, Babu Amarandra Nath. 

Qhath Maulik, Babu Batyandra Chandra. 
Oupta, Mr. iateth Chandra. 

Haqut, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Aziiul. 
Nimattingka, Babu Prabhu Dayal. 

Hatain, Nawab Mutharrut, Khan Bahadur 
Haqut, Kazi Emdadul. 

Huq, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Ekramut. 
Nutain, Maulvi tyad Maqbul. 

Kattm, Maulvi Abut. 

Khan, Babu Otbandra Lai. 

Khan, Khan iahib Maulvi Muaziam Ali. 
Khan, Maulvi Tamizuddin. 

Lahiri, Mr. Batanta Kumar. 

Maiti, Babu Mahandra Nath. 

Mazumdar, Rai Bahadur Jadunath. 

Maitra, Brijut dagandra Nath. 

Mukarjaa, Brijut Taraknath. 

Handy, Maharaj Kumar Brit Chandra. 
Natkar, Babu Ham Chandra. 

Paddar, Mr. Ananda M a ha n. 

Rahim, Bir Abd*ur>. 

Rahman, Mauivi Azizur. 

Rahman, Maulvi Bbamtur*. 
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Hftlifiuiiii Mr. A. F. M. AtNiur-. 

Maifcat, Mr. FraMiina Dtb. 
flavf, Maul¥i tytd Abdur. 
my, mbu Nagtndra Narayan. 

May, Or. Kumud tankar. 

May, Maliaraja Jogindra Nath, of Natar. 
Ray, Babu Manmatha Nath. 

May, Dr. Bidhan Chandra. 

May, Mr. 0. N. Bar.-at Law. 

May, Mr. Kiran tankar. 

May Chatidhuri, Rai Bahadur tatyandra 
Nath. 


iadaqua, Maulai Mahamad. 
tanyai, Babu taahindra Narayan. 
iarkar, Babu Naliniranjan. 
tattar, Khan tahib Maulvi Abdui. 
tan, Babu Nagandra Nath, 
tan, Mr. tatith Chandra, 
tinha, Babu Charu Chandra, 
ttnha, Raja Bahadur Bhupandra Narayan, 
af Nathipur. 
tuhrawardy, Mr. H. t. 


NOEt. 


Addama-Williamt, Mr. C. 

Chatidhuri, tha Han'bl# Nawab Bahadur 
taiyid Nawab All, Khan Bahadur. 
Oahan, Mr. 0. J. 

CaapM’, Mr. C. B. 

Oa, Mr. K. C. 

Day. Mr. Q. Q. 

Oanald, tha Han*bla Mr. J. 

Drummand, Mr. J. Q. 

Outt, Mr. 8. t. 

Oilahriat, Mr. R. N. 

Laiaattar, LiautanantCalanal J. C. H. 
Liddall, Mr. H. C. 
lindtay, Mr. J. H. 


Maguira, Mr. L. T. 

Marr, Mr. A, 

MaClutkia, Mr. E. T. 

Mabarly, tha Han'bla Mr. A. N. 

Oatan, Mr. E. P. 

Frantiaa, Mr. W. 0. R. 

Ray. tha Han’bla Maharaja Bahadur 
Kahaunith Chandra, af Nadia. 

Ray, Mr. t. N. 

taahta, Mr. F. A. 

tarkar, Rai tahib Rabat i Mahan. 

ttuart-Wiltiamt, Mr. I. C. 

Woadhaad. Mr. J. A. 

Wardtwarth, Mr. W. C. 


The Ayp'' heinp 71 and thr Noes tlu* motion was i-arried. 

Mr, J. Mt SEN CUPTA# Ma> \ icnuesi thal ?t should Im* recorded 
in the official ie|M»rf that I was pnnciiiiMl from votinj'V 

Mr. PRESIDENT: It will, a'‘ a matfei ol <'o\ii''(*, Ik* rccoidcd in 
the Procet^linjrs. 


Adjournment. 

The (’ouncil wa« then adjourned till •{ P.M., on Monday, the 28th 
Fehruarv. 1927, at the Town Hall, Calcutta. 


B. G. I2.3-lft2:— 21t‘5M— 1,301’— .r. N. B. A otl artp. 




INDEX 


TO 

THE BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 
PROCEEDINGS. 


(Official Report.) 

VOLUME XXV-No. 1-TWENTY-FIFTH SESSION. 
February 21st to 23rd, 1927. 


Aoharjya Chaudhuri, Maharaja Shashi 
Kanta * 

Taxatuin Ktu|un \ ('oiumili*' • rtnmi 
lm'lu^!ltlon^ of--, 10 

Addams- Williams, Mr. C. 

Irnnatioi) vuIkIivisioiis. 0 

Adjoumment, 14. 71. 91. KKi. l.'U. )o2, 

159. 

Motion lor tlio- 55, 70, 121 

Ahamad, Mauivi Kasiruddin 

(ioverninont circulars about pliicktal 
students, 110. 

Ahmad, Khan Bahadur Mauivi Emad- 
uddin 

Jail Department, percentage of Mussal- 
man offi(*erh and .MuHsalman prisoner*' 
in the — . 14. 

Ahmad, Mr. Nasiruddin 

Appointment tif— in cliarne of the 
Pabna district. 106. 


Aricha to Daooa 

Proposed l.ijrlil llaiiaiiN hoin -, 5 

Atiquallah, Mauivi Syad Muhammad 

Miisliii) Minister, provision lot the 
salary til one iimre. 60 

Audit tea 

Amount lealised as- Irom Co-operative 
SiK’ICtICH, 7 

Bagohi, Babu Ramas Chandra 

lrri|/ation .suhtlivisioijH. 5 

Malda, iinjirovi’inent of irri)rntiori in, 

111. 

Tube wells, 10.5. 

Banarjaa, Dr. Pramathanath 

Helical, piimaiy mIiooIs hi. 107. 

Cahill ta. lepers iii - 19 

Calcutta Port Trust, IndiuniHfttitin tif 
the. 117. 

politn*al pri*M»ners. releaw* of, 157. 


Improvement of — , 11. 


Bantrjat, Babu Pramathi Nath 

(Vmtai huIkIivumiii, floodn in the, 111. 


Gratis. 



ii 


INDEX 


[VoL. XXV. . 


BarMrjMy Mr. A. C. 

Adjournment, motion for, 91, 99 100. 
103. 

Hill. Heii'^ttl Tenancy (Amendment), 3. 

Hud^^et, introduction of the, 21 

(Uilcuttii, ob8tru(!tion of footpatha by 
huwkera in, /iil. 

Judicial and executive functiona, 
separation of, 112. 

Jiiduual and Executive Kervice-s, pro* 
(josed soi»arution of, 45. 

Political prisonerH and their present 
state ol heulih, names of the Hetigai, 
li;{. 


Banerlea, Babu Jitwidraial 

Adiournnient, motion for, 96, 97. 103 
Hill, Hent{al 'I'eiiancy (Amendment)—. 

7, H. 

('oil ltd 1 chamber building, new Eegis* 
hitive, 42, 43. 

Historical Records, 47. 

Jiidiciui and executive lunctions. 
s<'[iaration of, 112. 


Barisal 

Proposed Mcdual School at, 20 


Basu. Mr. P. C. 

Dnniodar river, schemc.s lor <*onstruc* 
tioii oi cantiis ir<iin tla>' in liunl- 
wan, 10. 

District Hoard, residence ol the Chair- 
man ol— . 15. 

Nandi Road in Jamaipiir tliana. Hurd- 
wan, ncxjuisition of drhottnr lands 
lor widening, 104, 105. 


Batu, Mr. Sarat C. 

Council chnuiber buildtiig, new ljegi.> 
la live, 36, 37. 

Political prisoners, release of, 149, 151, 

162 . 


Bengal 

Hoard of Secondary Education for, 107. 
Maktab> and tols iu, 115. 

Primary .schools in, 107. 

Provisions of the Mussalman Wakf Act 
in, 114. 

Bengal Junior Civil Service, 19. 

Bengal Provincial Civil Service (Exeoti* 
tive) 

Consideration of the — by tlie Public 
Services Commission, 1(X). 

Hcrhainjioic Silk Weaving Institute 
at, 117. 

Hhatigore. surj^bis water in tlu* paddy 
ithdih near, 1 19. 

■hangore Bazar 

Registration oflic(‘ ut — , 24-Parganas, 
119. 

Bill, Bengal Tenancy (Amendment), 3, 7, 

11. M 

Bietvas, Maulvi AbJul Latif 

.\ricba to Dacca, projio.sed light rail- 
way Ironi — , 5 

.\udit iec. amount realised as — from 
cisopcriitivc soiictics, 7. 

Bose, Babu BiJoy Krishna 

SecomlarN Education for Bengal, Hoard 
of, 107 

Bose, Mr. S. C. 

Political prisiuiers, release «>!. 15.3, 156, 
157. 

Brahmaputra 

Silting up ot the, 52. 

Audget of the Oovemment of Bengal 

For the year 1927-2S. introduction of 
the, 21. 



?0I.. XXV.] 
Cl^tta 


IXDEX 


111 


|«pen> in. 19. 

Obbtru<’tion of footpaths hy hawkerk 
in, .W. 

Catoutta Port 

Tnule through the— . lo. 

Calcutta Port Trust 

hufiauisation of the, 1 H5. 

Chairmen 

Panel ol, ‘J 

Chakravarti, Babu Jogindra Chandra 

Hill, Peiigal Tenane\ ( Atneudtneiith d. 
Keiiiale wiiiting-rooins doors (»j — at 
.stations on Kj«'‘terM lU flgal Hallway. 
17 

Chakravarti, the Hon'ble Mr. Byomkes 

Hansiil proposefl medical school at. 
llongal piimarx schools in l<h 
I’alcntta. Icpeis m 1 ',) 

(’hittagoni! coni I coriipotiiid. rnostjno in 
tlie- Id 

('onncil Cdiamher hnilding, im'h Pegis 
lati\e d;{ 

Dejoesscd f hisses, hostel uc^otnrnoda 
t ion foi st iidciils <il the , 4, •> 
Drinking water-supply in rural armis 
IH. 

(iovernim'nt circulars alMint plin"ke<l 
studmits. IH*. 

Hooghl> .Matlnissah, 1!» 

Makt.'ihs and tols in Pengal, 116 
Murshidahad. (inis’ s< luad in, ll^* 
Mussiilniin Wahl Act in nengal provi 
sioris of the. 114 

Sadler CkminusMon, reconiriiendHtion r f 

the, IIP. 

Sanskrit (’ollege Conunitt<H*, rejiort of 

the 19. 

.Sw'otidarv rducation for Bengal, Board 
of. IPT. 

Tubeswelih, I(i5. 


Chakf«iartty» Mo JolNiirt Nath 

Drinking nntor-supidy mi rural areas. 
18 

Piatfurnis at stations on Kaslern Ben 
gal Hallway, 17. 

Chattorloo, 8ri}ut BiJay Kumar 

Political |irisoners. release ol. 7l?, llfd 

Chaudhuri, Rai Harandranath 

.\tljournnient, motion lor, 121 I2J 111 
Budget. intrcKluetion of the. 21 
('oiMuil ('luirnher building, new Degc. 
hitive, 41. 

Ditiiking water-supply in rural areas, 
18 

Pohtieal priMiners, release (d. 144. 
Sanskrit ('(dh*ge (’oiiiiniltiti, report ot 
the, 45h 

Sul* Hegistiars hiiihlingN foi legistia 
tioii offices and ipi.irlers lor. 4'<, lit 

Chaudhuri, the Hon’ble Nawab Bahadur 
Saiyid Nawab All, Khan Bahadur. 
C. I. E., of Ohanbari 

Ahii|*ur khal, Miiprovetnenl ol ,11. 

Bh iiigore. surplus water in the paddy 
nhml.'i near, 119 

Brahmaputra, silling up of the. o2 
Coiit.M suhdiv ision. Hoods in thi', 111. 
Cov’s Bay.ar. forest boundary in. UP 
DaneMlar riyei, Mhmnes for rnnstruc- 
tion of (unals from the in Bnrdyyun, 
lo 

Forest iVparlmeiit of the (’hittngong 
district, administration of the, M 
lechamati. slit bar mi th«’- at Kishart 
gtinja 11. 

Kadiia Vlath of the Howrah district. 
112 

Malda. iiripMoement of irrigation in. 

in. 

Rivers Bhairah Irhamati and Jamumi, 

16 . 



iv 


INDEX 


[VoL. XXV. 


ChoudHttryf Maulvi Kli0rstMd Atom 

Mufitim Minister, provision for the 
salary ol one more, 61. 

Chitttsong 

Muhaiiimaclans on the ministerial staff 
f)f the District Judge’s office, 52. 
Mussalmuns in tlie ministerial staff of 
the Collectorate, — , 12. 

Court compound inos(|ue in the — , 16, 

Chittagong district 

Administration ol the Forest Depart- 
inciit ol the, 55. 

Chittagong Mail 

Train .scrvict* hetueen llajhan and 
Faridpilr in (ininection with up 
». 

Civil gorvici, Bengal Junior, IW. 

Contai subdivision 

Floods in the, 111. 

Co*opfrative sooieties 

.Amount ivalised as audit lee Iroiii 7 

Council Chamber building 

New liegi.slative, 2.’l 

Cox'S Bazar 

Forest Isuindarx m. 20 

Dacca 

Origin iiiid incidents of the (*oniinunni 
riots at . 46. 

Vehicular traffic in. 114. 

Dacca to Manipur Farm 

KUntiic iiistallal ion from, 108. 

Dafadars and ohatihidars 

Salaries and equipments of — , 45. 


Oamodar rivar 

Schemes for construction of canals from 
tbe — in Burdwan^ 10. 

Das Gupta, Dr. J. M. 

Adjournment, motion for, 105. 

Mr. Nasiruddin Ahmed, appointment 
of — in charge .of the Puhna district, 
106. 

Political prisoners, release of. 145. 

Datta, Babu Akhil Chandra 

AHjonrnment, motion lor. 80 8.5, 85, 
00, 100, 10.5. 

Judicial and executive functions, 
separation ot. HI. 112 

Political prisoners, release of 12i). 150, 
151, 152, 145, 144 

Datta, Babu Amulya Chandra 

K ad 11 a Math of the Howrah district. 

112 . 

Political pn.soners and their present 
state ol health, names of tlie Bengal. 
115 

Dtpressed classes 

Hostel aci'ommodation tor .students of 
the 1. 

Deputy President 

Apjirovul ot election of, 1. 

District Board 

Hesidcncc ot the C'hairman of — 15. 

Division 

Provision loi one more Muslim Muns- 
ter, 70. 

Release' of all political prisoners. 1.58. 

Donald, the Hon'ble Mr. J. 

Adiournment. motion for. }»8. 

.‘Vrudia to Daeea, proposed Light rail- 
way from--, -5. 

Riidget ol the (iovernment of Bengal 
for the year 1027-28, introduction of 
the. 21. 22. 

Calcutta Port, trade through the — , 1.5. 



. VoL. XXV.] 


INDEX 


Mikl, tut Hon'bto Mr. 4r-^onrlud«d. 

Calcutta Port Trust, Indianisation of 
the. 117. 

Council Chamber building, new legis- 
lative, 34, 40. 

Faridpur and Kalukhali, platforms mu. 
waiting-rooms at — stations on East- 
ern Bengal Railway, 8. 

Faridpur to Charnnignria and Hajhari 
to Jessore, railway extensions from — . 
4. 

Female wni ting-rooms, doors of- -at 
station.s on Eastern Bengal Rml\\a\, 
17. 

Platforms at stations on Eastern Ben- 
gal Railway, 18. 

Rajhan and Faridpur, train service 
between — in {onnection with up 
Chittagong mail, 9. . 

Taxation P^npiiry Committee, recoin- 
niendation.s of — , 10, 

Drinking water*iupply in rural areas, 18 . 

Fairs 

Pro.'ititution in periodical, ol. 

Faridpur and Kalukhali 

Platloinis and waiting-rooms at — sta- 
tions on Ea.stern Bengal Railway, 8 

Faridpur to Charmugana 

Railway extensions troin — and Rathari 
to Jes.sore, 4. 

Fomale waiting-rooms 

Doors of— at stations on Eastern Ben- 
gal Railway, 17. 

Footpaths 

Obstruction of— by hawkers in C'al 

cutta, oO. 

Forott Dopartmont of tho Chittagong dis* 
triet 

Administration of the, 53. 


Ghumavi, tho Hon*Mf Hatf|i Mr. A. K. 
Abu Ahmed Khan 

Audit lee. amount realiaod as — from 
<sMipeiutive mnspities, 7. 

Rerhampore Silk Weaving Institute at, 
118 

Bhangore Ba/.ar. Registration ofhct* at. 
‘24-Parganns. 111). 

District Board, residence of the Chair- 
man of — . 15 

Couriiadi thana. Fia'iil Board eU'ction 
of. 12(1 

Malda and Mursludahad, astahlishnient 
of silk weaving Kehoola at. l(Ki 
Manipur farm, eieetnc installation 
troin Dacca to, 108. 109. 

Nil lull Road in Jamalpur lhana, Hurd- 
wan. acqiiisitum of iletmtfor lands 
lor widening, 104, 105. 

Road cevs late of- fixed lo Dislru’t 
Boards, 120 

R<»\.il Botiinual Ciirih'ii, 11(5 
.‘^uh-Registrais . buildings lor legistra- 
tion office- and ipiart^Ts lor 4^ 

Girls' schools m Murshidabod, 11^. 

Gofran, Mauivi Abdul 

Noakhali. alleged eongestuui of rivil 
appeals at, 51. 

Goumadi thana 

Focal Board election of, 120 

Government Circulars about plucked stu* 
dents, 110 

Gupta, Mr. Jogesh Chandra 

Bengal Pr<*vincuil Civil Service (Exe- 
futivei eoiisideratioii of tin* — hy the 
l*nlilic Servus'H Commission 109 
Dacni. origin and ineidentH of the fsnn* 
niunal riots at. 46, 47 
Jiidieial and Kxixntive Services pro- 
posed ‘a*paration of, 46. 

Manipur Farm, eleetric iimtallation 
from Dflrx*a to, K)9, 



INDEX [Vot. XXV 


Gupta, Mr. Jogatli ChM6rA-^( on^ht/ied. 

Mr Xasiriiddin Ahmed appointment 
oi — ill fharj'c of the Pahna di8trict, 
100 . 

WhiMiiar traffic in Dacca, 114 

Habibullah, Nawab Khwaja 

\'i>liir Ilia: traflif ill Darca. 114 

Haque, Khan Bahadur Mauivi Azizul 

njii<‘rit, laolion tor. HO. 

Civil S( ! \ ICC. IlfriKiil Junior, 10. 

CoiiiMil Cliarnhcr hinldinji^ iicu l.cj^is- 
lilt I VC .‘14. 

J*oinl ol orcloi rcKarding last date ot 
M iidin^ III noLici'v oi Ducslioii' 2. 

Historioai Records, 47. 

Hooghly Madrasah, 40. 

Hoque, Kazi Eindadul 

Mu fun Miinslcl )»I(AIshhi loi llu' 

^ 1 1,1 1 \ ol ciic mol c, l> { 

Hostel acnommodation for the students of 
the depressed classes, I 

Huq, Khan Bahadur Mauivi Ekrammul 

MiO Itciioiil Ten UK \ t .Xincndiiicut I 
C I I 

Mmistci, provision loi the 
'.(Ins *il one more, 0(5 

Miis-,HiniMn WiiKl ,\( ( m hcn-iul, piovi 
‘'loll' ot till', 1 1 1 

Sauiinlifitii tli!ui:i, tiiiiislci oi- troin 

l.itlhiigh to Jimj^ipur Bubdivision, 116. 

Husain, Mauivi 8yed Maqbul 

Cimncil CtiRiiilier iuiitding. new l.eg:is- 
liitivc 42. 

Muslim Minister, provi.sion for the 

sntarv ot one more. 67, 69. 

loohamati 

Silt'bar in the — at Kishangunja, 11. 


Indianisation of the Caloutta Port lYuit 

116 . 

Irrigation 

Improvement of — in .Malda, 111. 

Irrigation subdivisions, 5. 

Jail Department 

l*cr< ciitii ol Mussiilnuui officers iind 
Mussaliiiaii jiiisoncis ni the—. 14 . 

Jessore 

.Viioluioi jiiid juii.ilu;am:itioii of certain 
P'dicc station-, ol. .‘)i> 

Judicial and Executive functions 

St p.ir.iiioii ol, m . 

Judicial and Executive Services 

I’lOjMI id N, p , , I ,1 1 U I I 0| 4 ( 

Kadua Math of the Howrah district, 112 
Kanm, Mauivi Abdul 

( ,dt U' 1 .; Ic; '■] 111 Id 

!ioo.:hlv M,ol!.,..il Id 

Kas^m, M.iulvi Abut 

.\d 'll 1 c iiicii : o' ihc lloiist nioiion lor 
lie 2<' id! 

Coum il ('hamlau' loiihliiio new l.egis- 
hit IV c .1“ 

HoottiiU MiidiaN.ih. 4 !* 

Muslim Miiiiskm provision loi Uic 
sal. II \ ol one more (54 6 7 . 69 

Mussalman Wakf Act in Bengal, 

pt 0 \ IslOIls ut lllO. 11 ). 

Khan, Mr. Razaur Rahman 

Iloyal Botanical Clarden. 116 . 

Lahiri, Mr. Basanta Kumar 

r«uncil Cbamber building, new LegiS' 

lative, 39. 

Political prisoners, release of, 152. 



?0I. XXV.] 

Mpert in Calcutta, 19. 


INDEX 


vii 


Mobcrly, the Hon'ble Mr. A. N. 


Light Railway 

Proposed — from A rich a to Dacca 5. 

Maktabs and tols in Bengal, 115. 

Malda 

KslJiItlislmici i <i| mIK wcaviny: m honK 
at “ ami Mui'.lmlaliail, l<>»i 
J ni()i ovcr/aoit oi irn^atinii m- III 

Manipur Farm 

I'.ltMtir iiisMllarion hoiii Da c-- t(, 

10^ 

Maiumdar, Rai Bahadur Jadunath 

• 

.\iii(»iinirHcn; , notion lor iM 
Ai.iijon lyl 1 iiiijo ovcincnt ol 1 • 

( i’. !, '>cr\ j' o n<‘imal Juniot '1!* 

! 

( itiincil ('iianiln'C bulhiiiiit now 

1.1 1 1 ' o. .)i.^ 1 

I'.oiv |»i It (irioji 111 pt'i‘io(iif al M I 

!ci li, (malt •«ilt bat iti tiic at Kmban- j 
'.iriM ll ; 

•Ir-vin,- .(btdiiion ,111(1 aina!”;i m.i I loll i,t | 
( ( 1 1.. I M polo <*-->tiitiotts of .511 j 

.Makt.'ib'i ami tols m Hcn(i[al 115 
Politnal pn-Miicr,', icica^c ol 12H. 151 
1 Ki 

Saii'-krit ( ollntrc (ommittcc tcport of 
ilic 49 

Members 

•Attciiflancc of- , 1, A-l 104. 

Minister 


Adioununent. motion fur, 78. 80. 87. 
88. 89. 90. 97. 

IftMigal Provincial ('n i| Service iFac- 
(uinci. (on.sidentiioii of tlio— by the 
f'nblic t 'o mini >411111, ItH^ 

(. alciitia, obvtnn'iion dO iootpath'< b.v 

I' i« kers Ml 51 

('bitiu(.;oni;, Mnbainrnadans mi (bo 

lauMstcniil '.tali ot Uu' J)i-'inct 

.lii<lv.« oihco ,5 j 

(ixii >cf\(c«>. ncu).:al .Iiimor, ll* 

Dacca onj'.’M and nicidciits ol tin' coin 
iiMinal iiots ,«t 111, 17 

Ibit.idai'. and i b.mkidar.s, shImoi". and 
c(|nipmcnt^ ot It* 

I'aiis, piovtiiution in [icriodn al. ’iL' 

I ! i^loia jil l{c( Ol ds I*' 

,lc'.'..oi(> id*oli‘ion and aMialj'ainattori ot 
( ( I 1 a I n pdtlo'o vl a I loio o( .'>( * 

.1 ndti i.d ,ind 1.''* miim > ) iiiicl loii^ 

'C,.. nation mI IIJ 

Jn.lc'il .iti'l l'\<.utt\i SciiKC'd, pro 
[* i-. (I a pai.itc... ol 4“i 

Ml N.t'ii inidiii yiiimd iiip'onl niciit 
ol in • ioM a. ol tin P 'bn I d . > I i n I , 

I mi; 

\Iii dll', Mito -ft I ).io( I I'.!, lor tlic 

N.'tl.ii \ ol one moil' 1)7 
No.iiJi.di .dici.nd i on,'< tldi ol civil 

.ippc.tU .it 51 

Pii.'lpni ( titiiiniMinl ti luiijc .ll- , 12 
Political piiooicf- i( Ic.iM ol, 125 12^b 

I. tM l.'ll l.{2 ll.‘{ IM 

political priMOicrh and tbcir present 

stale of fiCiiltli names <»f the li('li(X(tl. 

II. { 

Sacardi^lii tliurm. ttnrmfcr of- from 
ladb.anli to .faiiKipiir subdivision, 
115 


Pro\ i.Mon foi the salary of one more 

Muhlim, 54 

Mitter, Bir Prevatb Chunder 

Council Chamber building, new I.«egis- 
lative, 40 

Political prisoners, reteaee of, 149. 


X'cliHului tn«fli( in Dac«a, 114. 

Moeauf in the ChitUgong Court oom* 
pound, Ifi. 

Motion for adjoummont, 5.% 70, 121, 141. 

Hunger strike of Bengali detonus in 
Insein fBoima) JTail, 1S2. 



INDEX 


[VoL, XXT. 


viii 


Muhammatfant 

On the ministerial staff of the District 
Judge’s office, Chittagong, 52. 

Muktriaa, SriJuC Taraknath 

Bengal, primary schools in, 107. 

Calcutta Port. Trade through the — , 15. 

Calcutta Port Trust, Indianisation of 
the, 116. 

Daladars and chaukidars, saianes and 
equipments of — , 45. 

Murthidabad 

Establishment of silk weaving schools 
at Miilda and — , 106. 

0 iris’ ijcdiools in, 11 8. 

Mittiim Minittar 

Provision lor the salary of one more, 
54. 

MuMalman offloert and MuMalman prt* 

•onarf 

Percentage ol — in the Jail Department, 
14. 

Mutialman Wakf Aot 

Provisions ot the — in Bengal, 114. 

Nandi Road 

Act|ijisition ol (h'hi)ftar IhihIh for widen- 
ing — in Jamaljmr thana, Burdwan. 
104. 

Nandy, MaharaJ Kumar 8rii Chandra 

Berharnpore, Silk Weaving Institute at, 
117. 

Murshidahad, (i iris’ school in, 118 

Naikar, tabu Ham Chandra 

Bhangore, surplus water in the paddy 
rihnd.i near, 119. 

Bhangore Baaar. Begi.stration office 
at—, 24-Pargana$, 119. 


NMkhali 

Alleged congestion of Civil appeals at, 
51. 

Oath, 1. 

Pabna district 

Appointment of Mr, Nasiruddin Ahmed 
in charge of the, 106, 

Pirojpur 

(’ommunu) trouble at — , 12 

Platforms at stations on Eastern Bengal 

Railway, 17. 

Poddar, Mr. Ananda Mohan 

Brahmaputra, silting of the, 52. 

Point of Order 

Decision on a motion before the House, 
141. 

Last date ol sending in notices of Ques- 
tions. 2 

Summoning and attendance of meni- 
heis 122. 

Political prisoners 

Names <>1 the Bengal — and their pre- 
sent state of health, ll.‘i 

Beleast* ol. 72. 

Prentice, Mr. W. D. R. 

Adjournment, motion for, 98, 99, 100, 
1(H. 102. 10.T 

President (the Hon’ble Ra|a Manmatha 

Nath Ray Chaudhuri, of Santosh) 

Point ol f)rder rg^urding la.st date of 
sending in notices of Questions, 2, 3. 

Ruled that division should be claimed 
l>etore the — finnliy declared the result 
of A motion. 44. 

Ruled that it is up to the Hon’ble Mem* 
la>r in charge to an.swer a supple- 
mentary question, if he chooses to do 
so, 3. 



. Vot. XXV.] 


INDEX 


<ttM Hon*M« Ra|a Manmattia 
Nath Ray Chaudhuri, af Santosh— 

conclitdfd. 

Raied that meinbors should claim a 
division after the — has given his ver- 
dict, 157. 

Ruled that no niemlier <*an be allowed 
to speak alter the — has indicated 

his intention to Vlose the debate. 

68 . 

Ruled that the mover ol a motion ha\ing 
waived his right of reply the Hon'hle 
Member in charge loses his right ol 
reply as well having once spok<Mi <»u 
the subject, 157 

Ruled that when suiiiiiioiises issued the 
dut> of the — , as well as ol the oiricers 
ol the CouiK il. IS liilfilled Tla* 
attendance of aiiv iiieiiiher can im I 
either be ensured or compelled. l‘J‘i 

Ruling as to notices of (piestioiis. I'JI 

Primary schools in Bengal, 1U7. 

Prisoners 

Release of political. 72 

Prostitution in periodical fairs, 51. 

Public Services Commission 

. Consideration ol the Rengal Provincial 
Civil Service (Kxecutive) by the. l<>d 

Rahim, Sir Abd*ur 

Adjournment motion li»r. 5t2. 

Council Chamlwr building, new Legis 
lative, 41. 

Political prisoners, release ol. Ibk Ml 

Rahman, Mauivi Shamsur 

Muslim Minister, provision for tin 
salary of one more, 6.5. 

Railway extensions from Faridpur to 

CharviNigarta and Ra|bari to Jessore, 

Ralbari and Faridpur 

Train service between" -in conneition 
with up Chittagong mail, 9. 

4 . 


Rajbari to dessore 

Railwav extensions Irom I'wiMljiiir to 
('hurmugaria and — , 4. 

Rauf, Maulvi Syed Abdur 

Coiimil Cloitiiher Imdding now la^gis- 
la live, : 14 . 

Ray, Dr. Kumud Sankar 

DepH'ssed t lasM's. hostt'l ju-commoda 
tiDii I'll student'' ol t)u‘ . I 

C.iiHlpui and Kalukli.di, plailoriiis and 
w ait iiig looiiis at stations ou Kastern 
Rengal H.iilw.iv. M 

^'alld|^nI to Ciiarmngat la ami Ruiban 
to .lessdtr luilwav evleiisiotis Imni 

. I 

M.iiHpui Kami, cleitiu iiislallHl loll 
lioin Daiaa to ll)^ 

R.iihun and Kandpin. train service 
tween - in lonnoition with up Cliitla 
g nig mail, P 

Ray, Maharaja Jogindra Nath, of Nator 

Ibditiial prisoners leleasr ol. IMP 

Ray, the Hon'ble Maharaja Bahadur 

Kshaunish Chandra, of Nadia 

Rdi Rengal Teiianey (Ameinlnient ) -k 

1 S. II, M 

Cliittagong, Mussalniaiis in the minis- 
lenal stall ol the CoIleetoraU*, 

12 

.l.iil l)#‘|»artmeiit per< outage of MiisshI 
niaii oflieers and .Mussalrnaii prisoners 
Ml the 15 

Ray Chaudhuri, Mr. K. C. 

.Xdioiirniuent oi the Jlousc, motion lor 
the 20 ‘•I 

Registration ofhoet 

HulldMlg^ loi and quarters li*r Snh- 
Registrars 4 k, 

Release of pehlioal pneoners, 72. 



X 


INDEX 


[You XXV.. 


Riv«rt Bhairab, lohamati and Jamuna, 

16. 

Road CMS 

Jlate of — fixed by District Koarde, 12f). 

Roy, Babu Manmatha Nath 

SatiK'r (^jmmiHsion. recommendation of 
the, 1(»9. 

Secondary F^dncation for Bengal, Board 
of, 107. 

Roy, Dr. Bidhan Chandra 

Arlionrnnicnt. motion for, 5.‘1, 54, 76, 
7S, 101. 

('/ouiicil ('luuiiher building, new I^t'gis* 
lative, 114. 

Muslim Mini.sU*r. provision for the 
salary of one more, 67, 68. 

Point of Order regarding last date <d 
sending in notices of question.s, 2 

Political prisoners, release of. 120, I’lO 

Roy, Mr. D. N. 

Deprensed cluKses, hostel ac<*ommoda- 
tion for .students of the — , 5 

Roy, Mr. Kiran Sankar 

Calcutta , obstruction of fiMitpaths 
by liHW'kers in. 50 

(Vmncil C'lumlier building, new 
Legislative. 41. 42 

Roy Choudhuri, Ral Bahadur Batyondra 
Nath 

Hurisal, proposed medical school at, 

20 . 

Hill, Hengal Tenancy (Aniendnient), 

11 . 

(huirn.idi thaiia, iKX'al Board elec- 
tion of, 12t). 

Royal Botanical Gardtn, 116. 

Sadequo, Mauivi Mohamad 

Conned Cbainl>er building, new 
TH’gisIfitive. 36. 

.Mirslini Minister, provision for the 
salary of one more, 54 , 69. 


Badtar Ca mmit s i on 

Rec'onimendation of the, 109. 

Sagardighi Thana 

Transfer of — from Lalbagh to Jangi- 
pur subdivision, 115. 

Sanskrit Collagt Dommittae 

Report of the, 49. 

Bat tar, Khan Bahib Mauivi Abdua 

Chittiigong, Mussalmaiis in the 
ministerial staff of the Colleetc rate, 
12 . 

Cliittagong, Muhammadans on the 
miiusteria! stalf of the Di.stnet 
Judge’s office. 52. 

CJiittugoi^g (Vuirt eumpound, mos((ue 
in tlio . 16. 

(lox’.s Bazar, Fore.st boundary in, 
20 

l''< rest l)ei>urtmeiit of the Chitta- 
gong district, administration of the, 
5;i 

.Muslim .Miiii.stcr, proii^ion for the 
salary of om* more, 57, 59 

Pulitnai prisoners, release of, 157. 

Secondary Education 

Hoard of-- f( r Hengal, 107. 

Sen, Babu Nagendra Nath 

C'Onneil (Jiamber building, new 
Legislative, 40. 

(iournudi Thana, Local Hoard elec- 
tion of. 120. 

Maktahs and tols in Hiuigal, 116. 

INrojpur. communal trouble at — , 12. 

Rivers Hhairah, ichamati and 
Jamuna, 16. 

Ben Qupta, Mr. J. M. 

Adjuurnnieut, motion for, 96, 98, 99, 
101 

Council ('liandK'r hitiiding. new Legis* 
lative, 43. 

Political prisoners, release of, 144, 
146. 



.Vctt.. XXV.] 


INDEX 


Silk WMVing IntliUite at Barhampora, 

117 . 


Srnlia, Raja Bahaifur Bhupandra 
Narayan, of Nathipur 

Pulitical pnsouers, release of, l;i7. 

Road eess. rate of— fixed hy Djstriet 
Boards, 120. 

% 

Suto-Ragiatrart 

j Buildings for registration offices mid 
quarters for — , 48. 

Suhrawardy, Mr. H. S. 

Muslim Minister, jiroviM.ui J.»r tin- 
salary of one more, (>8 


Taxation Enquiry Committaa 

Hecuiiiiiieridations of-* , U) 

Travara, Mr. W. L. 

Adjournment, inotun for, N’i, 

Ttiba-waiis, 

Vahiouiar trafflo in Daooa» ill. 
Watar-aupply 

Drinking— in rural an'us. 18 

Wordsworth, Mr. W. C. 

Adjoiirnnieiit, motion for, !•< 


B. O. Press -2H.6- 1927 41 JM- J,30t>- H. |>. 









